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SEPTEMBER 2009 
 
VISIT TO THE TOMB BUILDERS 
EXHIBITION, WREXHAM MUSEUM – 18 
OCTOBER 2008 – SARAH PEVELY, 
COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGIST – ARTICLE 
BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S 
SECRETARY 
Members of the Society were invited by Sarah 
Pevely, Community Archaeologist, to a guided 
tour of the temporary exhibition at Wrexham 
Museum based on the Neolithic monuments 
and artefacts of Wales and called the Tomb 
Builders.  There were a number of artefacts on 
loan from the National Museum Cardiff and it 
was a rare chance to glimpse some of these 
unique objects.  The exhibition included a life 
size figure of a Stone Age man wearing clothes 
made of animal skins, which were based on 
the remains of Otzi the Ice Man who was found 
in the Alps in 1991.  Our British ancestors 
might not have looked too different and the 
exhibition illustrated the fact that these people 
were the same size and intelligence as 
ourselves and were not just Ug cavemen!   
 
A handling collection of replica Neolithic tools 
was available especially for the Society’s visit, 
which included a fire making set called a Bow 
Drill, a Neolithic candle made of tallow, 
different twines made of organic materials such 
as nettles, straw and sinew, a flint knife and a 
shafted flint axe. 
 
The exhibition also included a short film of a 
solstice sunrise view from inside the 
magnificent tomb of Bryn Gelli Ddu on 

Anglesey, which was projected onto a wall to 
give the feeling of being inside the tomb 
looking out. 
 
Wales has some of the best and highest 
concentrations of Neolithic tombs in Europe, a 
period which is often overlooked but was 
integral in forming the Welsh landscape we 
see today.   
 
Thanks were given to Sarah for arranging such 
an interesting trip. 
 
COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY 
CONFERENCE ON 18 OCTOBER 2008 – 
‘ROMAN NORTH-WEST ENGLAND:  
HINTERLAND OR ‘INDIAN COUNTRY’? – 
ARTICLE BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, 
SOCIETY’S SECRETARY 
Sarah Pevely, Community Archaeologist and 
myself, attended the afternoon session of the 
above Conference following the Society’s visit 
to the Tomb Builders Exhibition held at 
Wrexham and organised by Sarah.   
 
The morning sessions of the Conference had 
been varied and well known names such as 
Peter Carrington, Mike Nevell and Sue 
Stallibrass from various Universities and 
organisations gave some excellent lectures on 
subjects like:  Roman Rural Settlements; Who 
Ate What and Where Did it Come From; and 
the Problem of the North West, each posing 
questions designed to make the audience 
think. 
 
The sessions that we attended ranged from: 
The Wroxeter Hinterland Project by Simon 
Esmonde Cleary from Birmingham University; 
Pottery in the north-west, manufacture, 
distribution, economics and culture by Peter 
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Webster, Cardiff University and Stray Finds 
from the Countryside by Frances McIntosh, 
PAS Finds Liaison Officer, National Museums 
Liverpool. 
 
The lectures were very interesting giving 
details of the extensive work being undertaken 
in all of the disciplines.  I was particularly 
interested in the last lecture by Frances 
McIntosh, a friend of Sarah.  A database was 
being developed to try and record all small 
finds and metal dectorists were being 
encouraged to log in their finds and locations.    
 
The Conference was an ideal opportunity for 
networking and meeting like minded people 
from all over the UK.   
 
OLD OSWESTRY LANDSCAPE AND 
ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP (OOLAG) 
CONFERENCE – ‘LIFE AND DEATH IN THE 
IRON AGE COMMUNITIES OF THE 
NORTHERN MARCHES’ – 25 OCTOBER 
2008 – ARTICLE BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, 
SOCIETY SECRETARY 
Following on from the OOLAG Conference 
held in 2007, a lecture by Margaret 
Worthington on Wats Dyke and a visit to the 
Old Oswestry Hillfort, a number of Society 
Members attended the Conference. 
 
The Society had also been invited to put on an 
exhibition.  The stand contained photographs 
of our past and present ‘digs’ together with ink 
drawings of some of our finds and other 
information including 2008/2009 programme, 
vision statement and newsletters.  There were 
other displays including Old Oswestry Project; 
Mellor Hillfort Project; Caer Alyn Heritage 
Project; the Heather and Hillforts Project 
(Clwydian Hillforts); Catuvellauni Iron Age 
Living History Group and Castle Bookshop. 
 
The Conference brought together a wide range 
of experts to examine and discuss Iron Age life 
in the area immediately surrounding the hillfort.   
 
Below is the programme for the day.  Each of 
the lectures were very well presented giving 
the audience lots of information to digest and 
debate, making them think and also creating 
questions to be answered.  I suspect there will 
be long ranging debates within organisations 
for a long time. 

�  Building Monuments, Constructing 
Communities; everyday life in and 
around Old Oswestry Hillfort – Andy 
Wigley, Historic Environment Advisor, 
Shropshire 

�  Levels of Technology in Iron Age 
Communities of the Northern Marches – 
Margaret Worthington, Porthywaen 
Study Centre 

�  Religion and Ritual in Iron Age Britain: a 
view from the Marches – Shelagh 
Lewis, CBA West Midlands 

�  A View From the Breiddin – Bill Britnell, 
Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust 

�  Hen Dinas – City or Camp of Men or 
War? The evidence from archaeological 
survey – Nicky Smith, English Heritage 

�  Caer Alyn Hillfort – a continuing story – 
Phil Cox, Caer Alyn Heritage Project. 

 
The Conference was a very interesting and 
fascinating insight into the life of the Hillfort and 
its surrounding environment.  Many theories 
were put forward, many left the audience with 
unanswered questions and certainly made the 
audience see the area in a different light.  It 
must have been a busy environment, with 
people using the technology of its time to 
survive. 
 
Again another excellent opportunity for 
networking and for meeting old friends.  
Thanks must be extended to the Members who 
attended and supported the project and 
congratulations extended to Project Members 
who so passionately are taking the project 
forward – well done to you all. 
 
PEVSNER’S GWYNEDD – ADAM 
VOELCKER -  5 NOVEMBER 2008 – 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY 
ARCHIVIST. 

 
Adam presenting his lecture © Maria 
Blagojevic 
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Nikolaus Pevsner, an art historian of European 
standing, conceived the idea of English 
architectural guidebooks after he settled in 
England in the 1930s. At that time architectural 
history was hardly recognised as a serious 
academic subject, nor was trustworthy 
architectural information readily available for 
the traveller. The success and achievement of 
his aim eventually became possible with the 
assistance and enthusiasm of Allen Lane, 
founder of Penguin Books, for whom Pevsner 
had written his Outline of European 
Architecture in 1942. Lane provided Pevsner 
with the means to begin research for the books 
in 1945 with the help of two part time research 
assistants, both German refugee art historians, 
and a secretary. For the next twenty five years 
a pattern was established whereby an 
assistant worked for around a year on each 
county, preparing notes from published 
sources. During the Easter and Summer 
university vacations, then armed with fat 
folders of half-foolscap sheets, Pevsner set off 
to visit two counties, driven by his wife and, 
after her death in 1963, by others, usually 
students at London University or the Courtauld 
Institute of Art.  

The tours, initially made in a 1933 Wolseley 
Hornet borrowed from Penguin, began in 1947 
with Middlesex. The first book, on Cornwall, 
appeared in 1951, the forty-sixth, and last, on 
Staffordshire, in 1974. A first draft was written 
immediately after each long day's visit, a feat 
of prodigious energy. As soon as the travelling 
was finished, Pevsner shut himself away for a 
week to write the Introduction while everything 
was still fresh in his mind.  

Pevsner was unable to devote much more than 
a month to visiting each county and the speed 
at which the books were prepared inevitably 
led to errors and omissions. Each volume 
invited readers to send in comments and 
publication, and was immediately followed by a 
shower of letters eagerly drawing attention to 
anything from minor misprints to the relatively 
rare absence of whole villages or substantial 
houses. As the work became more demanding 
and time-consuming it became essential for 
Pevsner to share the writing with others. In the 
end, thirty-two of the books were written by 
Pevsner alone, ten together with collaborators, 
and four were delegated to others, all of whom 

made their own valuable contribution to the 
series.  

Although from the beginning the books had 
broken new ground by covering all periods of 
architecture, the greatest space had been 
devoted to medieval churches and their 
furnishings. Secular buildings, with some 
notable exceptions, had been treated more 
summarily. The scope of the series has been 
broadened and deepened by the 
transformation of our understanding of the 
post-medieval centuries, the research into 
architecture and urban planning of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and the 
wealth of interest in both rural vernacular 
buildings and the surviving structures of 
Britain's industrial past. The results are more 
inclusive, but the aim remains the same: to 
present to a wider public, up-to-date and 
accessible information about the most 
significant buildings in the country whilst 
always keeping under review the definition of 
"significant."  

These volumes are now being updated and 
Adam Voelcker, Richard Haslam and Julian 
Albuck were chosen to rewrite the present day 
County of “Gwynedd” volume. It was decided 
to divide the present territory into three 
geographical areas. Experts on castles, 
churches and vernacular architecture have all 
been consulted, and the utilisation of CADW 
listed descriptions where applicable. Adam’s 
remit included the Lleyn Peninsular, Anglesey 
and part of Caernarfonshire.  

Adam initially plotted buildings to be visited on 
a modern OS map, and then set off with his 
bicycle strapped to the back of the car. On this 
two year pilgrimage he was greeted with a 
variety of attitudes. Some people were rather 
unfriendly and wary, possibly suspicious that 
he was an official prying into their affairs, and 
certain buildings were locked with no obvious 
access. By talking to local people Adam was 
able to discover other buildings of interest that 
had been missed by Pevsner and thus include 
hitherto new ones for this volume.  

A series of slides in specified categories 
illustrated many of the architectural gems 
visited and recorded. Churches ranged from 
the early 15th century Llangelynin with its fine 
wall paintings via a remote church on the Lleyn 
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from 1828 through to Victorian churches and 
chapels and a 20th century example in Penrhyn 
Bay. We were shown a variety of doorways 
with a fascinating group of cyclopean 
doorways from the Penmachno area and 
elsewhere showing their regional variations. A 
series of stylistically differing gateways 
included a splendid example from Gwydir 
Castle and another from the quarryman’s 
house at Dinorwic. A hog backed bridge at 
Pont y Cyn from 1612, had been built in 
memory of the drowned fiancé of Catherine 
Buckley. Other listed bridges were discussed: 
the Waterloo Bridge at Betws y Coed designed 
in 1816 by Thomas Telford, Telford’s Menai 
Bridge and the tubular Britannia Bridge from 
1850. A quirky group of buildings to house 
animals ranged from a 15th century cruck barn 
at Capel Curig, an edifice for doves, poultry, 
geese and pigs from the Vaenol Estate, an 
1822    pigeon tower at Abersoch, the Estate 
kennels at Penrhyn Castle, an otter house near 
Pwllhelli and a rather “up market” slate dog 
kennel, through to pig sties and drinking 
troughs. Examples of early National Schools 
dating from 1832 & 1845, an “open air” school, 
some early 20th century primary schools and 
modern edifices from as recently as 2002 were 
cited. Amongst “modern” architectural 
buildings, Adam sung the praises of Plas 
Menai outdoor pursuits centre, designed by 
Architectural Practice ‘Bowen Dan Knox’, a 
glass extension to a Chapel, the cantilevered 
public toilets at Abersoch, rather redolent of a 
medieval garde-robe and an individually 
designed private house by David Wilkinson. An 
imaginative marriage guidance bureau at 
Portmadoc named “Oasis of Peace” had now 
become a B&B and the Gallery at Caernarfon 
was designed with flexibility in mind according 
to its usage as a theatre, studios and offices 
for administrators.  

Adam then chose to show us some of the more 
unusual buildings he had discovered including 
Almshouses from 1890 with a “Moorish” 
courtyard; an early brick house from 1621; an 
elaborate 1850’s gateway to farm buildings, 
and a church at Capel Curig. A very 
dilapidated 17th century house from the Nant 
Horon Estate, which was in fact two parallel 
houses with a courtyard, has been taken over 
by a Trust to rescue and restore it. Villa Marina 
at Craigside is a fine example of a 1936 house 

designed by cinema architect Harry Weedon, 
and is currently undergoing restoration.  At the 
other extreme a thatched roundhouse, Felin 
Ucha on the Lleyn, is reminiscent of 
reconstructed Iron Age dwellings. Pen 
Sychnant is an unusual collection of differing 
styles attached to an earlier house. A power 
house (Stott’s folly) stands out with its bright 
red brick turrets and pinnacles. An intriguing 
six story tower at Garn Dolbenmain, with an 
integral spiral staircase within the outer wall, 
has now been converted for holiday lets by 
Adam’s Architectural Practice. 

The revised “Pevsner’s Gwynedd” is due to be 
published in May of 2009. It will be well worth 
exploring.   

CHRISTMAS EVENT – 3 DECEMBER 2009 – 
ARTICLE BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, 
SOCIETY’S SECRETARY 
The Society held its Christmas Event on a cold 
evening.  Members were invited to view the 
video made by John Dod of the Society’s visit 
to York in the previous September.  The 
Society’s Secretary gave an inpromptu 
narrative to the video which caused a great 
deal of hilarity and fun. 
 
There were displays of the Ysceifiog Dig and 
finds produced by Sarah Pevely, Community 
Archaeologist and a continuous show of the 
work undertaken by Members at Ysceifiog. 
 
Members enjoyed a delicious buffet provided 
by Members themselves and a wonderful time 
was had by all. 
 

 
Buffet © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The buffet was followed by a quiz, introduced 
and led by Committee Member, Chris Johnson. 
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The Chair thanked everyone for the support 
Members had given over the year and hoped 
that this would continue into the following year. 
 
BREATHING LIFE INTO BLANKET BOG – 7 
JANUARY 2009 
Due to the very inclement weather and a heavy 
snow fall, this lecture unfortunately had to be 
cancelled. 
 
Arrangements are in hand to invite Mike and 
Roger back. 
 
LIVERPOOL WORLD MUSEUM – NEW 
EGYPTIAN GALLERY VISIT 17 JANUARY 
2009 – ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, 
SOCIETY’S ARCHIVIST 
An impromptu visit was arranged to the newly 
opened Egyptian Gallery at Liverpool’s World 
Museum. This impressive collection was 
distinctive in its display of many “everyday” 
objects that would have belonged to “humbler” 
Egyptians, rather than the Pharaohs. However, 
one of the highlights of the exhibition was the 
ceremonial belt belonging to Rameses III.  
 
Of the less usual objects to be seen in the 
Gallery were fine examples of amulets, 
jewellery that could be worn today, beautifully 
decorated pottery, containers for make-up, 
seals, paint boxes and some curious 
mummified cats and a small crocodile. There 
were examples of sarcophagi and mummified 
humans, with interactive displays to amuse 
younger as well as older visitors. 
 
After lunch the Group visited the Conservation 
Museum where experts worked on the 
restoration, repair and conservation of all 
manner of artefacts from Liverpool’s Museum. 
All in all it was an excellent day out and one to 
be repeated in the near future. 
 
MANGANESE MINING IN MEIRIONYDD – 4 
FEBRUARY 2009 – DAVE LINTON –
ARTICLE BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, 
SOCIETY’S SECRETARY (INFORMATION 
PROVIDED BY DAVE LINTON) 
Members and Vice Chair were pleased to 
welcome Dave Linton to the meeting, following 
a week of rather unpredictable weather 
complete with snow, but Dave managed to 
battle his way from Llanaber. 
 

 
Vice Chair with Dave © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The first mention of manganese in 
Merionethshire (and, for that matter, in Wales) 
occured in the late 1790s when William 
Madocks sent samples of ore to his friend Miss 
Hayman.  By 1823 there appeared to have 
been an established, albeit small-scale, 
manganese mining industry in Meirioneth.  
From 1835 until 1840 manganese was worked 
to the north of Barmouth and on Foel Wen and 
Moelfre in Cwm Nantcol. These were surface 
workings which exploited the ore at the outcrop 
and did not attempt to follow the bed beneath 
the overlying strata or glacial debris. The ore 
was sent to Glasgow for making bleaching 
powder for the textile industry. The mines were 
soon abandoned with probably only a few 
thousand tons of ore having been extracted. 
Between 1840 and 1885, the only recorded 
manganese extraction in Meirioneth was 83 
tons of ore produced in the Arenigs 1867–1868 
and there was a suggestion that manganese 
was not considered to be of great value during 
this period. 
 
From 1883 interest in manganese revived 
because of the new use of manganese in steel 
production. The revival was largely due to the 
proprietors of Mostyn Ironworks, Flintshire, 
who formed the Dyffryn Mining Company to 
develop the Meirioneth deposits and supply 
ore to the ironworks. In 1885 the company 
developed its first mines, which produced ore 
in 1886. Twelve mines opened in Meirioneth in 
1886, most owned either by the Dyffryn Mining 
Company or its competitor the Meirioneth 
Mining Company, and manganese ore was 
sent to Flintshire and Lancashire for use in 
steel making. About this time a number of 
Flintshire lead miners moved to the Llanbedr 
area to mine manganese when the lead market 
collapsed. In 1887 recorded output in 
Meirioneth peaked at 12,391 tons from 14 
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mines. Following lower outputs in 1888 and 
1889 there was a further peak in 1890 of 
12,018 tons from 17 mines. 
 
In 1891 there were still 17 mines but recorded 
output was only 8,553 tons and both output 
and the number of mines declined from that 
year on. This was due in part to the poor 
quality of the ore and inaccessibility of the 
mines and also because sources of richer and 
cheaper ores were being developed abroad 
which were thereafter able to sustain the 
British iron and steel industry. Only in the 
exceptional circumstance of World War I 
(1914–1918), when imported manganese was 
unavailable, was it possible for the Meirioneth 
mines to be worked profitably again. After the 
war production continued on a small scale with 
1928 being the last year with recorded output 
(205 tons). One customer at this time was the 
glass industry at St Helens. 
 
During World War II the mines were inspected 
and preliminary plans were made to reopen 
them, but nothing further was done. The most 
recent known interest in manganese in 
Meirioneth was in the 1950s, but again no 
actual mining took place. Although a 
considerable resource of manganese-rich 
material remains in the area, for both 
environmental and economic reasons it is most 
unlikely there will be any exploitation of it. 
 

 
Manganese Mines © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The employment provided by manganese 
mining was never very great, and the 
manganese miners never had the visibility of 
their counterparts in the slate industry. The 
peak year was 1886 when 280 men were 
recorded at work in Meirioneth, 74% of whom 
were classified as underground workers. The 
largest mine was Hafotty, employing more than 

50 men in 1887. From 1891 to 1892 the 
number of manganese miners in Meirioneth 
halved from 175 to 87, and was down to only 8 
men by 1896. 
 
For more information about the manganese 
mines of Meirioneth including bibliographical 
references and details of the existing remains 
see www.hendrecoed.org.uk/Meirioneth-
Manganese. 
 
The Society’s Secretary thanked Dave for the 
fascinating talk and referred to the recee she 
had undertaken with another Society Member 
in November.   She stated that Dave had 
agreed to take the Society on a guided tour of 
the area in August and looked forward to the 
visit.  Dave was also presented with a book on 
Milwr Tunnels as a token from the Society for 
his time taken on the visit in November. 
 
BUCKLEY POTTERY – 3 MARCH 2009 – 
LECTURE BY CHRISTINE LONGWORTH – 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S 
ARCHIVIST 
Christine outlined the geological and 
geographical reasons for the success of 
pottery production in Buckley, from the 
medieval period right up until the 1940’s. The 
necessary raw materials of clay, coal, millstone 
grit and lead were readily available as well as 
access to the river, canals and the sea for 
transporting the pottery.  
 

 
Christine lecturing © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Some early Estate maps from the 1750’s and 
1780’s depicted kilns and listed tenants so that 
individual potters could be traced. Heavy 
storage items for the kitchen were being 
produced from the red and buff mixed clay as 
well as very fine wares right from the 
beginning. The white clay from the area saw 
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the production of tobacco pipes and these can 
be invaluable when discovered on 
archaeological sites, as they can be dated 
accurately.  
 
Nineteen potteries were active in Buckley, 
though they were not all concurrent. There was 
a good deal of intermarriage between the 
potting families and it was the Hayes family 
who carried on all the way throughout the 
investigated period. A selection of four of the 
studied sites were then analysed, giving their 
working dates and the type of pottery 
produced. Site “19” was working between 1650 
and 1680 producing black glazed ware. On site 
“3” a potter’s cottage remained and crop marks 
reveal the site of a kiln, drying pits and a 
plunging pit. This pottery was worked between 
1750 and 1886. Site “5”, Willow Pottery, has 
the remains of two kilns, a potter’s cottage and 
drying racks. Coarse earthenware and black 
glazed ware were produced during the 17th and 
18th centuries. Catherall’s House – now the 
Hope and Anchor pub – site “8”, still had the 
remains of workers’ cottages.  
 
Other evidence of Buckley Pottery can be seen 
in the Churchyard. A fine clay memorial and 
slipware flower holders (until recently), were to 
be seen.  
 
The archaeologically excavated sites are 
important to our understanding of the industry 
and some interesting and unusual finds have 
been discovered. Martin Harrison excavated 
site “18”, a medieval site, and a hound’s head 
and handles were prize artefacts. A large 
number of “wasters” were found, these 
probably pointing to providing wares for 
Chester during the 13th and 14th centuries. Site 
“1”, Brookhill, was active during the 1640’s until 
the 1720’s. Jim Bentley, who excavated on this 
particular site, was responsible for putting 
Buckley Pottery on the map through his 
meticulous recording through notes, drawings 
and plans.  
 
Christine compared the similarities of pottery 
being produced in Buckley with that from 
Barnstable and Bideford in North Devon. 
Communications via the sea would have 
exchanged ideas. Buckley was in advance of 
Staffordshire ware in some of the finer pottery. 
Sgraffito pottery first began in China and 

gradually spread westward. The red/pink clay 
was covered with a liquid slip and when nearly 
dry, a pattern or picture with a quill was 
scratched into the slip revealing the reddish 
clay beneath. A clear lead glaze covered the 
piece and was then fired. There are many fine 
examples of this method amongst the Buckley 
ware.  
 
Some rare shards of pottery have been 
discovered with animal motifs. The “Bestiary 
tradition” began in ancient Greece and was 
much in evidence in the early Christian period 
in Britain. Amongst the Buckley ware of this 
genre, is a piece with part of an elephant and a 
motto.  Pre 1720 glossy black ware is 
remarkably thin and fine. The importance of 
press-moulded bowls, imitating metal vessels 
was talked about with good examples of 
Brookhill slipware. 
 
At the Pinfold Lane site (1690-1720), the 
potters excelled at press-moulded slipware 
with combed patterns and dentelle rims. 
Mottled ware was produced up until 1720 at 
this site. Design motifs of all kinds were used, 
ranging from tulips, spirals, leaves, branches 
and many other individual marks. Some of 
these design ideas came from the East, 
travelling westward. During the mid 17th 
century needlepoint pattern books, pastry 
designs, wallpaper and furniture carvings all 
had an influence.  
 
Hancock’s pottery, 1790-1886 (site ”14”), was 
at peak production around 1803. Lead mining 
in the area used Buckley pots in the smelting 
process. During the 19th century Hancock’s 
and Catherall’s Potteries were those at the 
forefront of production. Water transport 
followed by the railways eased transport for 
exporting Buckley ware to Chester, Liverpool 
and Ireland. By this time, bricks as well as 
earthenware were being produced. The 
heyday for this business was between 1838 
and 1852. Panchions and potato pots were 
much in demand for Ireland and its distilleries 
in the early 1800’s as well as Catherall’s jugs. 
Mr Catherall himself travelled for over forty 
years by horse and coach taking and selling 
his wares.  
 
The 19th and 20th centuries saw a revival in 
slipware and the production of agate ware.  A 
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mixture of red and yellow clays covered with a 
clear lead glaze revealed the patterned clay 
beneath. Sgraffito ware became popular again 
and tobacco jars and various other vessels 
with mottoes and dates were produced as 
anniversary and other mementoes from about 
1870 until 1906. That with a rich yellow slip 
was being made as late as 1937. After 1900 a 
white glaze became the fashion. We were 
shown some very intricate and spectacular 
money boxes and Rustic Ware (1896-1927) 
fashioned in the shape of tree trunks and 
branches with a legend in yellow slip.    
 
Powell’s Pottery closed in 1923 and the pottery 
was now highly desirable for collectors. It is 
valued for its North Walian artistic value, 
especially those pieces between 1885 and 
1929. The red clay is disguised with a white 
slip and some of it can be compared with the 
designs of McIntosh in 1910.  
 
The Globe brickworks in 1910 produced some 
wonderful art nouveau tiles as well as “every 
day” ware for the kitchen and dairy. The 
distinctive lead glaze with yellow banding and 
brown and black glazing are typical of Buckley 
Pottery. The Ewloe brickworks was the last 
one to keep going.  As mentioned before, 
Hayes and Catheralls potteries continued into 
the 1920’s. It was Lamb’s pottery which was 
the last to close in 1946, after the WW2, when 
there was no more readily available lead, clay 
or coal. Sadly Mr Lamb had to earn his living 
working on the buses at the end of an era.  
 
Christine has visited our site at Ysceifiog and 
of course looked at the Buckley Pottery we 
have unearthed so far. The talk gave us all a 
further valuable insight into the production and 
styles of a wide ranging type of Pottery found 
in abundance in North Wales. 
 
FIELD VISIT TO HILLFORT, MELIN Y WIG – 
29 MARCH 2009 – ARTICLE BY MARIA 
BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S SECRETARY 
Two Committee Members had been invited to 
visit a private farm in Melin y Wig which 
proudly owned its own hillfort.  The owner of 
the farm, a relative of another Committee 
Member, welcomed us to her home and 
extended to us an opportunity to visit the 
hillfort. 
 

 
Melin y Wig Hillfort © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The hillfort covers an area of 5.3ha and is 
situated on a natural spur jutting into the valley 
from the south-east.  Defences were formed by 
scarping into the hill; very slightly above a 
natural precipice on the south.  There is a 
mutilated in-turned entrance on the north east 
side.  There are traces in the interior of a later 
farmstead, but no obvious Iron Age hut 
positions. 
 

 
Paul and Bev investigating the ditches © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
We walked around the circumference of the 
hillfort investigating the ditches and ramparts 
which are still visible.  Also noting the 
interesting situation where other hillforts within 
the Clwydian Range of mountains could be 
seen. 
 
The hillfort is visible from the road, but trees 
obscured the detail. 
 
After a refreshing cup of tea, we wandered 
around the farm to see Paul’s cousin and son, 
innoculating their Welsh Black cattle.   
 
After thanking the family and especially Paul 
for inviting us to visit, we made our way home. 
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THE OBSTINATE CELTS – 1 APRIL 2009 – 
KEN BRASSIL, MUSEUM OF WALES – 
ARTICLE BY CHRIS JOHNSON AND MARIA 
BLAGOJEVIC, COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Members were delighted to welcome Ken to 
our meeting.  The Vice Chair of the Society 
introduced Ken giving a brief background of 
Ken’s career and association with North 
Wales. He was born and bred in Abergele and 
currently works as the Archaeology and History 
Education Officer at Amgueddfa Cymru 
National Museum Wales. 
 

 
Ken presenting his lecture © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Ken’s lecture was interesting, thought-
provoking and wide-ranging.  Although the title 
of his talk was ‘The Obstinate Celt’, the Celts 
were not actually the subject of his talk.  Was 
Ken himself ‘the obstinate Celt’ in refusing to 
provide  the facts and information which many 
people expected from an historical talk?  
Instead he challenged our ideas and 
perceptions, of who the Celts were and their 
place in the world as they knew it, and of who 
we are today and how we view our place in the 
world as we know it.  Were the Celts an insular 
tribe living at the edge of the world, as the 
Romans believed, or a vibrant, outward-looking 
society that traded its mineral wealth around 
the world?   
 
Ken began his talk by detailing his current post 
with the National Museum of Wales and how 
the Museum had been developed.  The first 
idea put by MPs in Parliament resulted in great 
laughter, but in 1905 David Lloyd George, the 
then Chancellor, fought to fund the creation of 
the Museum.  He went on to refer to a number 
of influential men including Sir Mortimer 
Wheeler, world renowned archaeologist who 
came to live and work in Wales and who had a 
significant impact on archaeology in Wales and 
also Charles Darwin who had visited the Elwy 

Valley and John C Powys, the great writer and 
his visit to Corwen.   
 
Ken commenced his lecture by posing the 
question ‘what are we about?’ and went on to 
illustrate this by the use of references to other 
important people and the definition of the word 
‘Celt’.  What did it mean, it had previously and 
in some instances still referred to the 
population of Scotland, Wales, Ireland, 
England and France!!!    
 
Ken used a series slides to illustrate: 

·  A portrait of Jackson Pollack, painted in 
the 1950s in America, and part of the 
important collection of the Davies 
Sisters.  Pollack was regarded as a 
communist and looked at things 
differently 

·  Dali – an artist, famous for his 
interpretation of everyday life and things 
– looking at things differently 

·  Denbigh Eisteddfod 1998 where the 
regalia had been influence by Iolo 
Morgannwg, an influential antiquarian 
and poet, who had established the 
Gorsedd in 1792, who claimed that 
ancient druidic tradition had survived 
intact in Wales despite the Roman 
conquest and other influences to 
change the culture of Wales 

·  John Cowper Powys – a Welsh novelist, 
essayist and poet born in 1872 who 
referred to the language used in Wales 
as Cymric and his influences to look at 
things differently. 

 
Ken went on to discuss the innate, deep rooted 
feelings and connections of people and 
referred to Pontnewydd Caves and the finds of 
human bones and detritus – the implication of 
community, of family, of belonging. 
 
His messages of ‘you cannot accept the past 
without bias’ – people will put their own spin on 
their own feelings.  He felt that Wales was part 
of a global village and should both be looking 
forward as well as looking back in order to 
have a sense of place in this life. 
 
During his lecture, Ken posed a number of 
thought provoking and contentious questions 
which made everyone take a step back and 
think of their own particular worlds and 
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feelings, whilst not everyone in the room would 
agree and even to an extent understand what 
Ken was implying, it made everyone sit up and 
listen. 
 
It was important to happily embrace the past, 
the present and the future with open minds.  
This was the message imparted by a poem 
read out by a Member of the Society from a 
book called ‘Ancestor Worship’ written by 
another North Wales boy – Emyr Humphreys. 
 
Ken concluded, that in your journey through 
life, you will meet many people – but it was 
important to know your sense of place, 
celebrate yourself and remain ‘obstinate’ and 
look at things differently.  Ken’s message was 
that the past belonged to us – we are the past, 
as well as the present and the future. 
 
Following a number of questions, Ken was 
thanked for his very interesting lecture. 
 
FIELD TRIP – 19 APRIL 2009 – STONE 
CIRCLES, BURIAL CAIRNS AND STONE 
AXE QUARRY, PENMAENMAWR – GUIDED 
BY DAVID BATHERS AND DENNIS 
ROBERTS – ARTICLE BY MARIA 
BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S SECRETARY 
(INFORMATION TAKEN FROM A GUIDE TO 
ANCIENT AND HISTORIC WALES – 
FRANCES LYNCH) 
On a sunny and brisk April morning, the group 
met at the Jubilee Gates above Penmaenmawr 
to explore the fascinating prehistory in the 
mountains.  All were excited as many had 
never been to this part of the Carneddau 
Mountains before. 
 
We met our guides David and Dennis, and a 
few were transported via David’s Land Rover a 
little further up the hill as there was a  steep 
part at the start which then levelled out and 
picked up the route of the old coach road over 
the mountains.  Some kerb stones of this road, 
which avoided the notorious headlands but 
was itself a rather hazardous route, could be 
seen as we approached the Druids’ Circle.  A 
swathe of contrasting vegetation signalled the 
presence of the underground Shell Oil pipeline 
(1974), which took the same route. 
 

 
Listening to David and Dennis  © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
The Druids’ Circle (as it is locally known) is a 
famous monument, sketched by many 18th 
century travellers enjoying a welcome respite 
during the journey. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The stone circle © Megalithic.co.uk 
 
The Circle itself is famous, but it is only one of 
a group of interesting monuments which in the 
Bronze Age may each have had a specific 
inter-related role in ceremony.  There are two 
circular monuments of differing but standard 
designs which are likely to have been used for 
recurrent rituals throughout the early Bronze 
Age, eventually having burials placed within 
them.  There are also smaller rings and groups 
of stones whose roles are less well 
understood.  Clustered around the plateau are 
burial monuments; burial and rebirth remaining 
a central tenet in Bronze Age religious thinking. 
 
One such, a barrow on the approach route, is 
topped by an electricity pole. 
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Aerial View of the Site  © Megalithic.co.uk 
 
Below the main group is a small ring of five 
boulders.  Excavations in 1957 revealed a 
central pit filled with small pieces of quartz, a 
stone often used in  the Bronze Age to 
emphasise important features of a monument.  
Although presumably important, the purpose of 
the pit is obscure. 
 
The Circle consists of a ring of large stones set 
on the inner edge of a low stone bank, 23m in 
diameter, with an entrance on the west side.  It 
is a classic example of what is called an 
embanked stone circle.  Excavation in 1957 
revealed a group of cremation burials in the 
centre, set into three pits but otherwise 
unmarked.  The identifiable bones were of 
young children and it was suggested that these 
might have been sacrificial victims – a theory 
very difficult to prove!  The ring is not an exact 
circle; it is flattened on the north-east where a 
track cuts across the plateau.  It can be argued 
that the circle may have been flattened to 
avoid covering the track, which must therefore, 
be older.  Perhaps the stone axes were taken 
from the nearby axe factory by this route. 
 

 
Excavation Sketch © A Guide to Ancient and 
Historic Wales - Frances Lynch 
 
Within the stone circle there is a large stone 
which is called the ‘cursing stone’.  Legend has 

it that if you stand before the stone and make a 
curse, the curse will become reality. 
 

 
The Group within the Stone Circle © Maria 
Blagojevic. 
 
Whereas the Druids’ Circle is visible from afar, 
the ring cairn is virtually hidden. It lies behind a 
fold in the hill.  It consists of a low bank of 
stone without tall uprights but with larger 
stones set at fairly regular intervals around the 
inner edge of the 15m diameter bank.  Nothing 
was found in the centre here; all the features of 
interest were at the foot of the bank. 
 
Excavation in 1957 revealed scorched earth in 
front of a very long stone on the south-east, 
implying that a fire had been burning there.  
Directly opposite, another fire had been lit over 
a pit where soil and charcoal had been buried 
in an urn.  Burials of charcoal and burnt soil 
are often found in ring cairns, which seem to 
have been used for ceremonies which must 
have been ancillary to funerals.  Where human 
bones are found at these sites (as here, tucked 
behind the long south-east stone), they usually 
belong to a later stage in the history of the 
monument. 
 
From the ring cairn go back over the bump to a 
double line of 1m high stones crossing a 
hollow.  They may have formed a barrier 
across the entrance to the sanctuary.  
However, stones to the west of them 
surrounded a late cremation burial.  Had they 
marked the edge of the sacred area, this 
should perhaps have been on the other side.  
Several have obviously been over-turned and 
interpretation is difficult. 
 
Walk down off the plateau towards the saddle 
between Moelfre and Graig Lwyd, where there 
is a group of three cairns and an arc of 
boulders, perhaps the remains of another 
stone circle.  The largest but simplest cairn 
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(20m diameter by 2.4m high) stands on the 
open moor.  It has been robbed and a large 
crater dug in the top.  The other cairns are on 
the other side of the wall; one has been robbed 
to build the wall, but large kerbstones remain 
on the north side.  The other, beside an 
electricity pole, is a very good example of a 
kerb cairn – a very small mound (3m diameter) 
enclosed by a kerb of disproportionately large 
stones. 
 
Over the wall is the Graig Lwyd Neolithic Axe 
Factory (3rd millennium BC) sitting on the site 
of an extinct volcano.  Access is questionable; 
the ‘volcanic plug’ from which was taken 
microdiorite or augite granophyre is on top of a 
ridge which is still being quarried on its east 
and north sides for rocks of different geological 
specifications.  The outcrop cannot be easily 
viewed as the wall has been built up.  The 
rocks used for the axe making were broken off 
the cliff in a suitably sized workable block.  
Using a hammerstone, flakes were broken off 
to get the stone closer to the desired product’s 
shape.  It was then removed from the 
mountainside for the final shaping and much 
longer task of polishing, and eventually 
placement in the end of a long wooden handle.  
Flakes, hammerstones and axe heads have 
been found in a variety of stages of production 
at Graig Lwyd.  All over England and Wales 
axe heads from this location have been found, 
which is referred to as the third largest 
Neolithic axe factory.  Bangor Museum has 
exhibits relating to this important 
archaeological site. 
 
As we walked back, we looked out for the kerb 
stones again of the old coaching route.  Try to 
imagine where this went to as it dropped down 
into Dwygyfylchi and up again to the Sychnant 
Pass. 
 
As the group, by this time were getting tired, 
just a few Members decided to walk further 
down the valley to explore some further burial 
cairns and to look at the Graig Lwyd Quarry, 
which is now off limits to the general public.  
Below is a summary, taken from Frances 
Lynch’s book  of  the Quarry. 
 
GRAIG LWYD, PENMAENMAWR  (MAP REF: 
SH717749) 
 

Graig Lwyd is the great extinct volcano which 
dominates the town of Penmaenmawr on the 
south side.  It is still being actively quarried and 
much of it is inaccessible.  The Neolithic 
quarries were mainly at the edge of the 
volcanic plug, where the hard igneous rock (an 
augite granophyre or microdiorite) bursts 
through the softer laminated shales and forms 
a series of low cliffs.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graig Lwyd © www.rhiw.com 
 
Because it has always been a commercially 
useful rock it is difficult to be certain of the date 
of small quarries and worked areas, but 
excavations in 1993 have identified a line of 
small quarries on the eastern summit.  On the 
low cliffs facing the stone circles and cairns it is 
possible to see other early working areas and 
to appreciate the sudden change in geology. 
 
Below are some examples of the stone axes 
manufactured at the quarry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Images taken from a local leafet. 
 
Maria, on behalf of the group, thanked Dave 
and Dennis for the fascinating information 
given throughout the walk. 
 
FIELD VISIT – HAEMATITE MINE, BODFARI 
– 27 APRIL 2009 – ARTICLE BY GRAHAM 
CRAGG, COMMITTEE MEMBER 
The Society had an opportunity of visiting a 
local Haematite mine once again following its 
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successful visit in 2008.  The owner had kindly 
allowed us to visit this fascinating mine. 
 

 
Society Members at the start of the visit 
  © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Haematite is an iron ore and takes its name 
from the Greek haima (blood), or haimatites 
(bloody stone), and this origin gives a good 
descriptive introduction to what we are likely to 
see on visiting a locality where this mineral has 
been mined. As soon as we approached the 
Bodfari haematite mine, which is set in an 
elevated position amongst green wooded 
slopes, we saw the red stained bare rock 
surrounding the entrance to the adit (tunnel).  
The floor, walls and roof of the mine were a 
uniform earthy red and we were wise to heed 
Maria’s warning to avoid brushing our clothes 
against this stained rock because of the 
difficulty in removing it  (a point which indicates 
one of the attributes of this mineral, referred to 
later).  
 
Haematite ( Fe2O3) is one of several types of 
iron ores and, whilst it can vary in colour from 
blood red through steely-grey to black, in the 
mines of north east Wales it is 
characteristically of a red earthy nature. At 
Bodfari the haematite occurs as lodes, seams 
or inclusions within a host rock of 
Carboniferous Limestone, which is usually of a 
light grey colour but in the mine has been 
stained red by the iron rich ore. In a report of 
the Mines Inspector of 1896 it was recorded 
that at Bodfari ‘Thomas Gee of Denbigh’ was 
mining ‘Ferruginous Limestone’, although the 
incentive for Mr Gee was the value of the 
haematite rather than the limestone.  
 
Haematite would have been mined at this site 
long before Mr Gee and his contemporaries 
appeared on the scene. Like most 
metalliferous mines in Wales, the Bodfari mine 

has probably been mined by Celtic tribes (the 
Deceangi in this area), then by the Romans 
and through the Medieval Ages to the 20th 
century, with each successive generation of 
miners removing the evidence of their 
predecessors as the mine workings were 
extended and deposits were worked deeper.  
 
The earliest use of haematite was as 
decorative red paint used by Celtic warriors (it 
is known that North American Indians also 
used haematite as ‘war paint’) and in some 
cultures it has also been used in medicinal 
preparations. In more modern times pure forms 
of red haematite are ground to a fine rouge 
used as a jewellers polish. The ‘earthy’ 
varieties of haematite, also known as red 
ochre, reddle or ruddle, depending on what 
part of the country it is mined, are also used to 
make pigments for paint. Some forms of 
haematite, particularly black varieties, can be 
very hard and are carved to make jewellery, 
such as rings and pendants, and in medieval 
times also as seal stamps for important 
documents.  
 
The major economic value of the Bodfari mine 
output would have been in supplying the iron 
foundries of Flintshire and Denbighshire and 
the present owner described to us how the ore 
was drawn out of the mine by ponies hauling 
small trucks along a tram road and then stored 
in brick bins which can still be seen set within 
an embankment in front of the house and 
adjacent to the road. From here the ore was 
taken by horse and cart to Bodfari railway 
station for transit to the iron works. 
 
A horse was also used at the mine to drive a 
gin or horse whim  - a wheel to which a horse 
was yoked and walked round and round to 
provide power. At Bodfari this was used to 
drive machinery to pump water out of the mine 
to prevent flooding. Whilst the mine tunnels 
that we had access to were generally dry we 
saw areas which were flooded. We had been 
warned not to walk into the flooded areas for 
although they may be shallow in parts there 
were some very deep shafts. These shafts 
could have been constructed to give access to 
lower seams of iron ore but may also have 
been the result of the mine engineer’s practice 
of digging a deep sump into which mine water 
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would drain and from which it would be easier 
to pump out. 
 
To the casual observer there is little outward 
appearance of the history of the site today, for 
the original mine offices and workshops have 
now been converted for domestic use and all 
trace of machinery and the tall timber structure 
and iron gantry over the mine shown in a 
photograph held by the Flintshire Record office 
has been removed. However, within the mine 
we were able to make out the imprint made in 
the ground by the tramway sleepers and also 
numerous shot holes drilled by the miners in 
quarrying their way through the bedrock.  
 
Outside, the present owner pointed out a 
number of interesting features, such as the ore 
storage bins (mentioned above) and also a 
circular stone ornamentation high in the gable 
wall of one of the buildings, which at one time 
held the mine clock, protected by an 
overhanging extension of the roof ridge.    
 

 
Society Members with owner of the mine © 
Maria Blagojevic 
 
A vote of thanks was given to the owner with a 
presentation of a small gift for allowing the 
Society to visit the mine. 
 
ARCHAEOLOGY OF BURTON POINT, 
WIRRAL – 6 MAY 2009 – GARY 
CRAWFORD-COUPE – ARTICLE BY 
GRAHAM CRAGG, COMMITTEE MEMBER 
Gary, an experienced and practising 
archaeologist, was given a warm welcome by 
the Chairman and Members. His subject was 
the work he had carried out in 2005-2006 
regarding the archaeology of Burton Point, 
Wirral, which had involved undertaking four 
different surveys of the area, those being 

Ground, Literature, Geophysical and 
Archeological. 
 

 
Gary giving his presentation © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
Gary began by explaining that Burton Point, a 
headland past Shotwick Park Gate on the 
south side of Wirral, occupies a geographical 
position which would have been of great 
importance during the Iron Age. He used slides 
to show that a large area centered on the 
nearby Isle of  Man and extending out to the 
North West of England and Ireland was most 
important for the exchange of culture and of 
goods by trading.  
 
In those days of poor land communication it 
was easier to use sea routes to bypass the 
South of England and go direct to the  North 
West. For example, in nearby Meols there is 
evidence of  a strong salt trade, with examples 
of  artefacts from North Africa. 
 
It is now becoming clear that Wirral was a 
significant part of this trading area. 
 
The archaeology survey showed evidence of 
Prehistoric activity, with finds of Mesolithic 
hand axes and arrowheads. No Bronze Age 
artefacts have been found here as yet, but 
others have been discovered on Wirral.   
 
Burton is mentioned in Domesday in 1086; 
Hampsons Well/Patricks Well is probably Iron 
Age, the name Meols indicates a Norse 
influence, and the name Burton is probably 
Anglo Saxon.  
 
Members were shown a slide of the Iron Age 
Hillfort at Burton Point, the only one on the 
Wirral. It is a Coastal Promontory Fort and is 
comparable with similar Forts in County Dublin 
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and the Isle of Man, it could well have housed 
an extended family unit. 
 
The Hillfort is now part quarried away and has 
a 19th Century pathway on it, but there is 
evidence of a single 3 metre ditch and a glacis 
rampart. 
 
On slides of the hinterland above the Hillfort, 
Gary pointed out where geophysics had shown 
signs of an early enclosure near the 19 century 
farmhouse. This area will be dug if he can get 
permission. 
 
There were a number of interesting slides of 
the area, one of which showed a 3D contour 
map of the ground plan of Burton Point 
including the hill fort rampart and the quarried 
areas.  
 
The geology consists of Permo Triasic 
sandstone, over 200 million years old. This has 
been quarried heavily over the years; much of 
the stone for Flint castle came from here in 
1278 -79, for example. During 1875, almost 40 
skeletons were found within the rampart; these 
may have been from a shipwreck in 1637, or 
battle graves, but are likely to be plague 
victims, buried in unconsecrated ground. 
 
Burton Point has a long history as an important 
port, eventually affected by the silting up and 
later canalization of the River Dee. 
 
It was used after the port of Chester between 
1200–1500, including being an embarkation 
point used by Richard II in his Irish campaign 
in 1399. 
 
During the 18th century  a harbour and storage 
facility were constructed, now almost gone. 
When the Dee was canalized in 1733–37, the 
area around Burton Point began to silt up. A 
causeway was built to enable the continued 
use of the port, but the end was inevitable.  
 
Slides were shown of the remaining facilities 
and a 19th century pathway which has been cut 
around and through the Hillfort. This has 
exposed more of the Fort, but Gary is not yet 
able to dig this part of the site, although he is 
working on it with the powers that be! 
 

Gary answered several questions from 
members and was given a vote of thanks for a 
most interesting and well illustrated lecture. 
 
FIELD TRIP – 23 MAY 2009 – CAERHUN 
CHURCH AND SEGONTIUM ROMAN 
BARRACKS, CAERNARFON – ARTICLE BY 
MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S 
SECRETARY (INFORMATION FROM 
INTERNET AND ‘A GUIDE TO ANCIENT 
AND HISTORIC WALES – GWYNEDD’ BY 
FRANCES LYNCH) 
Caerhun Church, or as it should be rightly 
known as the Church of St Mary, sits in the 
north east corner of Canovium.  It is a pretty 
11th century church, containing mature yew 
trees and some interesting gravestones. 
 

 
St Mary’s Church, Caerhun © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The road to the church crosses the south west 
corner of the fort, overlying the corner tower.  
The ditch can be seen to the left and the 
highest section of rampart to the right.  The 
road continues over the praetorium 
(commandant’s house) and a corner of the 
principia (headquarters). 
 

 
Aerial picture of Canovium with church in the 
corner © www.webbaviation.co.uk 
 
The church overlies four barrack blocks and 
the granaries lay in the field to the left of the 
car park.  The main northern gate is under the 
north end of the parking area. 
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The remains of the bathhouse can be seen 
over the church yard wall.  The ditch of the 
southern annexe is visible from the road, as 
are the ‘humps and bumps’ which indicate the 
position of the vicus. 
 
Following the farm track, we take a trip down to 
the site of possibly an ancient well.  This is a 
stone structure built around a clear spring 
surrounded by yew  trees.  The water from the 
well streams down through the farm to the 
River Conwy.  We are now reliably informed by 
the owner of the land, that the well is not an 
ancient well. 
 
Onwards across the field and downwards we 
come to a deserted barn.  Behind the barn we 
walk towards the river where there is evidence 
of a Roman quay – remains of a large 
stonework wall. 
 
CANOVIUM  
The position of this fort on a river crossing at 
the upper tidal reach of the River Conwy is one 
of great strategic importance in the 
communication network of Roman Wales.  The 
fort was built at an ancient river crossing and 
was an important post on the Roman Road 
and ancient drovers road via Bwlch-y-
Ddeufaen to Abergwyngregyn and the Menai 
Strait.  Latterly the best crossing point, now 
with a bridge, has been at nearby Tal-y-Cafn.  
After the Roman departure from Britain, the fort 
was associated with King Rhun Hir of 
Gwynedd, hence the subsequent name. 
 

Reconstruction of the Canovium Fort © 
www.roman-britain.org 
 
Although the military garrison may not have 
been maintained at full strength for very long, 
there was spasmodic occupation in the fort, or 
the nearby civilian settlement, into the early 4th 
century. 

About the year 1650 the antiquarian Samuel 
Lee unearthed a hypocaust and tiles stamped 
LEG XX V, and Gale in 1719 reported others, 
recently unearthed, bearing the legend LEGX, 
which may have been broken.  In 1801 Samuel 
Lyons uncovered a bath-house, 128 feet (39m) 
long, outside the north-east defences of the 
fort, along with tile-stamps marked LEG XX 
VV. 
 
The site was extensively excavated in 1926-29 
and two main periods of building were revealed 
in the interior, which contained the standard 
range of Roman military buildings:  
headquarters (principia), commandant’s house 
(praetorium), barracks and granaries.   
 
An annexe on the south side was shown to be 
defended with a stout wall and ditch, but no 
buildings were found inside it.  Between the 
fort and the river there was a bath-house and 
on the flat land on either side of the Roman 
road as it approached the southern gate, there 
was a very extensive civil settlement or vicus, 
which may have continued to flourish after the 
military importance of the fort had declined.   
 
Cremation burials were found to the north and 
south of the fort, but no large cemetery was 
located.  The remains of a possibly 
contemporary dock were found near the river 
bank. 
 
The fort was probably built during Agricola’s 
north Welsh campaign in AD77.  Its defences 
were a clay and rubble rampart, 7m wide, 
fronted by a single ditch which may have been 
dug only on the south-west side.  The internal 
buildings at this stage would have been of 
timber.  Almost 2ha in extent, it was probably 
designed for a mixed cavalry and infantry 
garrison of about 500 men. 
 
In the mid 2nd century AD the defences were 
rebuilt in stone, and detached corner towers 
and stone guard chambers were built at the 
gates.  But the roadways through them were 
only of single carriageway width, and it seems 
that the military role of the form may have been 
rapidly reduced. 
 
The fort is contemporary with the forts at 
Cicucium (Brecon Gaer/Y-Gaer) and 
Segontium (Caernarfon), being built around 
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AD75.  This is a square fort, each side 
measuring 410 feet within the ramparts, giving 
an occupation area of 3¾ acres.  Defenses 
consisted of a 20 foot wide clay bank, fronted 
by two ditches.  The gateways and internal 
buildings were of timber construction. 
 
The size of the fort and the arrangement of its 
interior buildings suggest that Caerhun housed 
a Cohors Peditata Quingenaria, a regiment of 
foot-soldiers nominally 500 strong.  None of 
the names of the garrison units at Canovium 
are known. 
 

"Additions in stone were made in the first 
quarter of the second century, and early rather 
than late in that period. The outer margin of the 
clay rampart was cut off to a width of 2 feet, 
and a stone wall 6 feet thick at its base built 
between the rampart and ditch. The inner ditch 
was filled up soon afterwards in order to 
strengthen the foundation of this wall. ... The 
gateways were rebuilt in stone. The east gate 
(porta praetoria) had a double opening with 
guard-rooms, singular in having its two arches 
of different widths (15 feet and 5 feet 
respectively). The new south gate was a 
double opening with no guard-rooms; but one 
of the arches seems to have been blocked up 
during construction for use as a guard-room. At 
the same time the internal buildings were all 
reconstructed in stone." (Collingwood, p.37)  

Excavation has revealed two timber periods in 
the early history of this fort, rebuilding being 

carried out sometime during Flavian times. The 
sacellum in the centre of the camp was the first 
building to be replaced in stone during the 
reign of Trajan, followed by the rampart-wall in 
Hadrian's reign. Hadrianic and Antonine 
samian ware shows continued occupation 
through these times, but the well in the 
principia was filled around AD196/7, which 
may indicate either destruction or desertion at 
this time. Occupation at the fort was soon 
resumed, however, as attested by the building 
of a new cook-house behind the rampart 
around 235, and continued occupation 
throughout the third and fourth centuries is 
proven by pottery and coins dateable to both 
these periods. The last coin recovered from the 
site is one of Gratian (367-383). 

After the fort was destroyed in c.AD200, the 
civilian settlement or vicus outside the 
defences was only sporadically occupied until 
the 4th century when it was finally abandoned. 
There were Roman copper mines at Pen-y-
Gogarth (Great Orme's Head), eight miles 
north of the settlement near Llandudno at the 
mouth of the River Conwy. 

 
SEGONTIUM FORT, CAERNARFON (MAP 
SH485624) 
INFORMATION TAKEN FROM OFFICIAL 
GUIDE BOOK AND ‘A GUIDE TO ANCIENT 
AND HISTORIC WALES – GWYNEDD’ BY 
FRANCES LYNCH 
 
The visit to the Museum was the first point of 
call on the field trip, followed by a visit to the 
site and then over the road to the Roman Wall 
and to the remainder of the excavations.   
 
Below are pictures of the Museum and some 
artefacts found at the site. 
 

 
Segontium Museum @ 
Segontium was a Roman Auxiliary Fort and the 
main Roman base in North Wales from the 
conquest until the end of the 4th century (78 to 

 
Plan of the fort at Canovium 
Adapted from Webster's The Roman Imperial 
Army (fig.45) © www.roman-britain.org 
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425AD).  It was garrisoned for longer than any 
other fort in the region, which suggests that it 
may have had additional administrative and 
economic roles in the collection of taxes (paid 
in grain and other goods which needed 
protection) and the organisation of mining 
operations. 

Overlooking the Menai Strait, Segontium 
Roman Fort dates back to circa AD77, when 
Caesar Julius Agricola completed the Roman 
conquest of Wales by capturing the Isle of 
Anglesey. Named after the nearby river 
Seiont, it was without doubt one of the most 
important Roman garrisons at the western 
edge of the Roman Empire. During its active 
lifetime it was the military and administrative 
centre of north-west Wales. 

Text-book Roman military in location and 
layout, it was designed to accommodate a 
regiment of infantry up to 1,000 strong. The 
site has defences of earth and timber, 
symmetrically placed gates and streets and 
timber-framed buildings in the standard 
arrangement known throughout Europe at 
the time. 

Coins recovered show that Segontium was 
garrisioned until about AD 394. This long 
occupation can be explained by the fort's 
unique strategic position, controlling access 
to the fertile and mineral-rich lands of 
Anglesey, and later its defensive role against 
Irish raiders and pirates. The site also has a 
well laid out museum run by Segontium Cyf, 
exhibiting finds made during the famous 
excavations of Sir Mortimer Wheeler. 

 

 
Aerial view of reconstructed Segontium taken 
from local leaflet. 
 
The fort was founded by Agricola in AD77 or 
78 when he finally conquered the local Iron 
Age Tribe, the Ordovices.  At that time the 

defences were of earth and wood, and all the 
internal buildings would have been timber.  It 
was a typical auxiliary fort, designed originally 
to hold about a thousand – non-citizen soldiers 
serving in the Roman armies for 25 years and 
given citizenship on retirement, when they 
might settle down locally.  The original timber 
defences were rebuilt in stone in the first half of 
the 2nd century, and the internal buildings were 
changed to stone in a piecemeal way over the 
same period.  The history of the rebuilding, 
with major activity at AD140, 200, 300 and 350 
may reflect native revolts and attacks, or it may 
simply result from changes in imperial policy. 
 

 

Aerial view of Segontium taken from local 
leaflet 
 
Segontium (named after the River Seiont) is 
clearly identified in late Roman military route 
descriptions, in the Antonine Itinerary and the 
Ravenna Cosmography.  A unit of men called 
Segontienses is recorded in the Balkans in the 
4th century AD, but the fort does not feature in 
historical documents.  However it does play a 
major role in Welsh legend, where it appears 
as Caer Aber Saint, “the many-towered fort at 
the mouth of the Seiont” in the “Dream of 
Macsen Wledig”, one of the stories of the 
Mabinogion, Macsen Wledig may be identified 
with Magnus Maximum, the late Roman 
General of Spanish origin who made his 
reputation defending the north-western 
frontiers against the Picts and Irish, and who 
made a bid to become emperor in AD383.  
There is no record of Magnus Maximus – or his 
wife, Helen, nor Constantius, nor Constantine 
– ever having been at Segontium, yet they 
feature fleetingly in its legends.  Poets have 
obviously made an amalgam of all the famous 
4th and 5th century figures that had the slightest 
connection with Britain – and the Welsh bards 
have set their stories in the most notable 
Roman fort they knew – Segontium. 
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The site has been extensively excavated and 
the foundations are exposed so that visitors 
can appreciate the layout of a typical Roman 
Fort, with its four gateways, central 
headquarters building and serried ranks of 
barracks and stores.  The modern road lies 
approximately on the more important Roman 
axis. 
 

 
Excavation of Barracks © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The defences consist of a rampart fronted ditch 
(now filled in). The core of the Roman wall still 
stands to an impressive height in places.  
There were originally four gates, all narrowed 
in the course of their history.  The most 
interesting is the north western gate. 
 
The barracks and store buildings 
(distinguished by buttresses) changed little in 
design from the 2nd century to the 4th century.  
Each building would have housed 80 
infantrymen, or alternatively 64 cavalrymen. 
 
The headquarters building in the centre of the 
fort consisted of the praetorium (commanding 
officers house) and the principia (regimental 
offices).  In the 3rd century a cellar, probably a 
bank vault, was dug below the regimental 
shrine and the next door room was enlarged 
for the use of accountants (one of whom 
dedicated an altar to Minerva).  This and the 
changes to the buildings in the south-eastern 
quarter of the fort, suggest the growing 
importance of economic rather than military 
activities at the fort during its later history. 
 
The fort was the centre of Roman 
administration, but Roman activity covered a 
large area of the modern town.  The vicus 
which housed families, hangers-on and 
traders, spread down the hill to the south and 
west.  To the east there was a temple of 

Mithras and a cemetery close to the present 
Church of Llanbeblic, a very old foundation. 
 
Only one of the ancillary buildings is visible 
today – ‘Hen Waliau’ (old walls) about 150m 
away to the west on the Porthmadoc Road.  
This large walled enclosure, perhaps a 
warehouse or bond store for goods landed by  
sea.  The wall, in places 4.5m high and 2m 
thick, can be seen from the car park of the 
Health Clinic where it abuts the pavement. 
 
IRON AGE FORTS ON THE MARCHES – 3 
JUNE 2009 – DAVE MATTHEWS – ARTICLE 
BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S 
SECRETARY 
The Vice Chair welcomed David to the 
meeting. 
 

 
Dave giving his presentation © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
David commenced his lecture by putting 
forward a proposal on the interpretation of 
visibility of hillforts of the Northern Marches.  
His view, which he had been passionately 
developing and on which he had written his 
dissertation, was that the hillforts were not 
primarily built for defence but that their 
intervisibility was a way for the tribes of the 
Northern Marches and indeed North Wales to 
encourage a sense of belonging and perhaps a 
way of working together in times of crisis or 
need. 
 
David showed us a line of hillforts culminating 
in the Wrekin, could this have been the 
headquarters of the Cornovii tribe?  He went 
on to speak about the boundaries of the 
Cornovii and gave a number of quotations from 
famous people including Ptolomy.  Walker 
(1974) suggested that this was an 
‘administrative convenience’. Caution was 
expressed by a number of archaeologists that 
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Chester was in fact part of the Cornovii 
territory. 
 
A number of maps were produced investigating 
the concentration of hillforts in various areas, 
together with locations of burial mounds – this 
suggested changes in the socio-economic 
setup in that perhaps people were beginning to 
settle.  A ‘Nearest Neighbour’ analysis 
suggested groupings of hillforts – was this just 
an assumption or could the tribes have been 
working and living together?  There are lots of 
legends and myths around hillforts suggesting 
warring tribes constantly battling, but was this 
true? 
 
There were many problems with researching 
the Iron Age including: 

·  Only a small proportion of hillforts had 
been investigated archaeologically – 
there was much more to know and 
explore 

·  Virtually no written evidence 
·  Were all hillforts contemporary?  No, 

they were built and occupied at different 
times 

·  What was their purpose?  A village 
settlement or used seasonally or as a 
defence 

·  Some abandoned then reoccupied ie 
The Wrekin 

·  Comprehensive evidence was not 
available 

·  Important to consider landscape 
evidence and use to develop ideas and 
themes 

·  Strongly associated with views/lines of 
sight and surrounding landscapes 

·  Such visual characteristics seem to link 
in with much older monuments 

·  Usually very impressive views. 
 
David went on to express the view that some 
barrows were deliberately built with clear 
visibility lines eg Bronze Age barrows in 
Dorset, Orkney; and quoted from Homer about 
the visibility of barrows within the landscape.  
He went on to show slides from Malta, 
Scotland and Wales and posed the question – 
were these ritual or practical waymarkers?   
Again a question whether they formed part of 
communication within the tribal groups. 
 

An introduction was given to the Iron Age – 
what occurred? 

·  Sudden changes 
·  Deterioriation in climate 
·  Limited resources 
·  Interpretation – aggression, unrest, 

uncertainty and tension which possibly 
lead to the creation of hillforts 

·  Fundamental change – settling down, 
more funerary focussed. 

 
There is a suggestion of a warlike society 
where defences were built as protection 
because of warring neighbouring tribes – this 
might have been true at the beginning of the 
Iron Age but it was suggested that this 
improved as time went on.  There were two 
schools of thought: 
 

(a) warring tribal areas – inflating and 
deflating 

(b) evidence of continuity and political 
stability. 

 
Both schools could be evidenced in their own 
ways including burial cairns, establishment of 
lowland farmsteads, finds of very coarse 
pottery for transporting salt, defensive 
structures including impressive earthworks. 
 
Michael Senior in ‘Disputed Borders’ quotes 
‘that there could be a formal link and ability to 
join together in times of crisis and on a similar 
basis to cooperate in trade and in the control of 
trading groups’.  Other authors suggest similar 
theories and ideas. 
 
How did David come to some of his ideas and 
theories – 

·  he visited hillforts and used maps and 
cameras to identify lines of sight 

·  he was ably assisted by his partner Gill 
and gave individual names to sites ie 
squirrel hill (where they had found a 
dead squirrel!!!) 

·  used GSI mapping when unable to take 
pictures because of ‘things in the way’ 
ie trees 

·  undertook a ‘viewshed analysis’ from 
Old Oswestry – this was amazing and 
the slide showed lines of sight, 
appropriately colour coded, identifying 
distances and patterns and interestingly 
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produced a distinct two group pattern – 
but the question was were these 
distances practical for communication 

·  he developed a connectivity index 
equation and tried to explain how this 
worked – I think some of the audience 
understood it!!!!. 

·  he used statistical evidence to work out 
mean distances and also used 
meteorological optical ranges. 

 
From this work, it was established that Wrekin 
had the highest number of intervisible links and 
it was suggested that it could possibly be the 
Cornovii capital, which would mean that this hill 
could have controlled communications. 
 
In North Wales it was suggested that Foel 
Fenlli was the Deceangli tribal capital but how 
would these two interlink – could they be 
sharing information? 
 
Barry Cunliffe suggested that Chester was the 
capital of the Deceangli tribe, but there were 
no hillforts in Chester although there were 
many surrounding it.  But evidence from 
excavation of the Chester Amphitheatre had 
given food for thought as an Iron Age posthole 
had been found, but there was no evidence of 
Iron Age settlement!!  Now we can start 
thinking but was there and if there was, how 
big was that settlement? 
 
All this information was interlaid over the map 
produced by Barry Cunliffe and a surprising 
similiarity was noted. 
 
David referred to bog bodies which traditionally 
were placed on trial boundaries.  He showed a 
slide showing the location of these bodies.  Not 
a lot of evidence and only three found in the 
area under consideration.  But these could 
have identified tribal boundaries over a very 
long period of time, well before the Iron Age. 
 
What did David conclude? 
 

·  Why were hillforts located on tops of 
hills – views spectacular on most of 
them and provided clear views of 
territory 

·  Intervisibility – seems to identify 
boundaries 

·  Could tribal capitals have been 
identified? 

·  An ingenious and resourceful people 
·  Visit a site to inspire ideas. 

 
As can be seen from the above, the debate will 
very likely go on for many years to come, but 
David had given members a huge amount of 
‘food for thought’. 
 
David’s final message was ‘get invigorated and 
visit a hillfort’.  
 
David responded to a number of questions and 
a vote of thanks was given by the Society 
Secretary for a fascinating insight into his 
passion for hillforts. 
 
FIELD VISIT – DOLWYDDELAN AREA – 13 
JUNE 2009 – ARCHAEOLOGY, A CHURCH 
AND A CASTLE – ARTICLE BY BEV 
WEBBER, SOCIETY’S ARCHIVIST 
We were blessed with a fine day for our visit to 
Dolwyddelan. We had been invited to see the 
archaeological site at Tai Penamnen situated 
in a hidden valley fairly close to the town.  
 

 
Penamnen excavations © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Bill Jones and his wife Mary have been 
heading these inspiring excavations for six 
years. The original one room cottage built 
during the 1480’s had a fireplace and lateral 
chimney. A forebear of the Wynn’s of Gwydir, 
Marededd ap Ieaun, added rooms either side 
at the beginning of the 1500’s to make a 
“retreat” house. His family were already at 
Dolwyddelan Castle but somewhere protected 
was needed away from there. Bill explained 
the layout of the building and pointed out 
features such as under floor drainage 
channels, a well within the house, the worn 
threshold stone, a gunpowder marriage stone 
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(a stone with holes where traditionally 
gunpowder would be fired to celebrate a 
wedding!), a surround from a cyclopean 
doorway and bee boles behind the house. 
Later 19th century quarrymen’s cottages had 
been built adjacent to the old house as well as 
on the other side of the pathway. An 
impressive array of finds was displayed 
including some early 16th and 17th century 
pottery, a good collection of clay pipes and a 
wild boar’s jaw bone and tusk! Bill and Mary 
have dedicated themselves to this unique site 
and made us very welcome indeed. 
 
St Gwyddelan’s church in Dolwyddelan was 
our next destination. The churchwarden very 
kindly gave us a talk on the history of the 
building and pointed out some of its unusual 
features. The church had been largely 
remodelled in the 1500’s but the medieval rood 
screen remains as does a curious pillar which 
until recently had been thought to be Roman. 
An early collecting poor box and wall 
memorials dedicated to the same family from 
the Castle and Tai Penamnen. At first glance 
there appeared to be a decrepit light fitting 
hanging above our heads, but it transpired to 
be an 8th or 9th century bell that had been 
excavated from nearby! The unusual pews 
were carved from one long piece of wood, 
redolent of those in Rhug Chapel. A carved 
Celtic dragon in the roof looked down as well 
as a “green man” amongst the other carved 
wooden bosses. The graveyard proved 
interesting with symbolic designs on some of 
the gravestones. 
 

 
Rood Screen in the Church © Maria Blagojevic 
 
 
The Castle was our final port of call. It is one of 
those Welsh castles that was built by the 
Princes of Gwynedd.  The keep is in 

remarkably good repair. On our way up we 
inspected two garderobes (rooms with a view!), 
and on reaching the top were rewarded with a 
cuckoo singing and spectacular views of the 
surrounding countryside. 
 

 
View of the Tower © Bev Webber 
 
The day finished with tea at the Chocolate 
House Cafe at Pentrefoelas.  A lovely day out 
with so much interest and good company. 
 
TAN Y LAN, YSCEIFIOG – 100 TH 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY – 14 JUNE 2009 
Hazel had thought it would be a good idea to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the building 
of the “new” Tan y Llan in 1909 with a party.  
 
An Edwardian theme was planned and all 
members of SAAS were invited to attend. A 
marquee for the refreshments was provided by 
Paul & Penny Evers Swindell The evening was 
dry but with a cooling wind and a gathering of 
about 50 friends and SAAS members entered 
into the spirit of the evening. Some wore 
Edwardian costume and others came as 
“themselves”.  
 

 
Hazel in costume © Bev Webber 
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Guests in costume © Bev Webber 
 
Entertainments organised by Beverly took 
place in the garage. Yes, 1909 “Garage Music” 
at Tan y Llan!! Hazel opened the proceedings 
by giving a history of the “new” house and the 
reasons why her family came to be there 
during WW2. Geoff & Maggie Coward had very 
kindly agreed to bring their keyboard (1909 
vintage of course) and accompany various 
“acts” and perform themselves. Geoff took the 
role of the Master of Ceremonies. Keyboard 
duets from the period: “Daisy Daisy” & 
“Country Gardens” were played by the 
Cowards. Dramatic recitations from Wendy 
Grey Lloyd: “The Curfew must not ring tonight” 
and “The lips that touch liquor should never 
touch mine” came from the heart! A traditional 
Welsh song about the home was performed 
beautifully by Meirick Lloyd Davies. Penny 
Evers Swindell recited “The boy stood on the 
burning deck” by Felicia Hemans – and with 
the correct words!! Paul Evers Swindell carried 
on the thespian tradition in his family with his 
inimitable version of the “Green eye of the little 
yellow god”.  
 

 
Wendy and Paul © Bev Webber 
 
Beverly gave a rendition on the flute of Elgar’s 
“Chanson de Matin” and finally Clive and 
Beverly Webber performed “Lo! Here the 

gentle lark” by Henry Bishop arranged for flute, 
clarinet and keyboard. Clive’s clarinet replacing 
the original soprano part, and he wasn’t 
wearing a dress! 
 

 
Bev and Clive performing © Bev Webber 
 
By this time most of the audience were rather 
cold so we all repaired to the marquee for 
some well earned food and drink. Numerous 
candles in jars provided a magical light in the 
trees. A few party goers attempted the treasure 
hunt prepared by Hazel & Bev, but the light 
was beginning to fail and people began to drift 
off. The party came to a close with 5 rockets 
(yes, just the 5!) accompanied by Handel’s 
Fireworks Music. This gave quite a dramatic 
ending to the evening which was a total 
surprise for Hazel. 
 

 
Members enjoying refreshments © Bev 
Webber 
 
FIELD TRIP – 21 JUNE 2009 – VISIT TO 
WILLIAMS TUNNELS, LIVERPOOL – 
ARTICLE BY PAUL EVERS-SWINDELL, 
SOCIETY’S VICE CHAIR 
So where did members decide to go on the 
longest day to celebrate the Summer? Why, 
underground of course!  Following a 
fascinating talk by Claire Moorhead of “The 
Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels” earlier in the 
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year, many members evinced an interest in 
visiting this unique site for themselves.  As two 
of our own members, Denys and Paul, are also 
members of the “Friends” a trip was easily put 
together with the unstinting help of the 
“Friends” themselves. 
 

 
Last group to go under © Bev Webber 
 
Fifteen intrepid members of SAAS therefore 
found themselves meeting up at H.M.Stanley 
hospital at some unearthly hour on that 
Sunday morning, well 11.00am actually, prior 
to venturing into the wilds of Merseyside. With 
all of us packed into as few cars as possible, 
ever mindful of our carbon footprints and the 
price of fuel, we set off in old clothes and 
wearing “stout shoes”, heading for Edge Hill 
where other members [wiser or more fearful] 
were to meet up with us. 
 
We all met up at” The Bear’s Paw” public 
house, at the top of Irvine Street, and there to 
greet us were our charming hosts from the 
“FOWT” led by the ever obliging Les Coe, 
Norma, smiling as always and the irrepressible 
archetypal scouser Stevo. If one could bottle 
the drive, effort and enthusiasm contained in 
Stevo any club or society would bid a king’s 
ransom for a pint of it. There were two other 
quiet but knowledgeable guides who were so 
self effacing that their names escape me [my 
apologies for my lapse]. 
 
While some waited in the” Bears Paw” and ate 
some excellent chips, whilst being entertained 
by the Karaoke which formed part of a 
Liverpool christening and was likened by one 
member to an Apache burial ritual for its 
musicality [pace Geronimo], others were 
escorted across the road and through an 
unprepossessing pair of doors in the surface of 
the car-park into an underground system so 
bizarre and fascinating that it is difficult to 

appreciate why it was ever created. The 
intricacy of brickwork in the seemingly 
pointless tunnels, the swoops and convolutions 
of roofs and archways and the unseen and at 
first unconsidered corollary of the design and 
planning, the engineering skills, the joinery and 
formwork necessary to produce what, to the 
unthinking, might appear merely a jumble of 
unrelated pieces of work was truly amazing.  
 
We were led on by our ever enthusing guides, 
swamped with mind-blowing statistics of 
chasms and banqueting-halls, of tons moved 
and works achieved by hard work and 
dedication. These last words were coined with 
Williamson’s men in mind, yet they are 
interchangeable with those who now strive by 
perspiration, by dogged battling with 
officialdom, by sheer commitment to the 
tunnels and their wider appreciation by an 
unknowing public above their heads to 
eventually restore as much as is possible of 
this underground labyrinth.  
 
We changed places with those in the” Bear’s 
Paw” and after a short walk visited the 
Heritage Centre run by the ”Joseph Williamson 
Society” where other tunnels and halls have 
been exposed and where a reduction in 
admission had been negotiated for us by the 
FOWT. Again the scale of the work then and 
now is impressive and a conducted tour 
through the more easily accessible tunnels 
once again brought up the unanswerable 
question “why”. Was it eccentricity, 
philanthropy or some strange obsession that 
drove Williamson to commission, supervise 
and give so much of his life and not 
inconsiderable fortune to this mammoth 
venture beneath  Liverpool. 
 

 
A sample of the finds © Maria Blagojevic 
 
I think we came away humbled and inspired by 
the commitment and enthusiasm of the FOWT 
members, our gratitude was expressed by a 
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donation to their funds and by our heartfelt 
thanks to all those who had made our visit so 
rewarding at both of the sites. 
 
Those interested in further research into this 
area are strongly recommended to visit the 
relevant web-sites; 
 
www.williamsontunnels.com and that of the 
“Joseph Williamson Society” 
 

 
An example of some fine arch work © Bev 
Webber 
 

 
The famous triple arch © Maria Blagojevic 
 
UNDERGROUND VISIT TO PARYS 
MOUNTAIN – SUNDAY 28 JUNE 2009 
ARTICLE BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, 
SOCIETY SECRETARY – INFORMATION 
TAKEN FROM PARYS MOUNTAIN 
UNDERGROUND GROUP WEBSITE AND 
GENERAL INFORMATION FROM THE 
GUIDES 
On a beautiful sunny June morning, seven 
intrepid adventurers, filled with a fear of the 
unknown, met to go underground with the 
Parys Mountain Underground Group.  The trip 
had been arranged following the Secretary’s 
recent visit to the Mountain with the Anglesey 
Walking Festival. 
 

 
Setting off © Denys Owen 
 
The Group met up with Ron Clays and Dr 
David Jenkins, both experienced in 
underground work and full of enthusiasm and 
information.  Ron took the Group up to the 
entrance of the mine to be ‘kitted up’ complete 
with overalls, wellies, rubber gloves, hard hats 
and head lanterns.  Prior to our descent into 
the depths of the mine, David gave us a short 
history of the mine, showed us examples of 
some of the rocks and the minerals excavated 
and its working environment.  He went on to 
describe the geology of the Mountain that had 
been formed by an ancient volcanic event 
which extruded mostly silica – rhyolites/dacite 
lavas and ash.   
 

 
David and Ron, our leaders © Denys Owen 
 
The primary mineralisation comprised pyrite 
(FeS2), followed by a phase dominated by 
Chalcopyrite (CUFeS2) and then one 
dominated by the intimate mixture of Sphalerite 
(ZnS) and Galena (PbS) with only minor 
chalcopyrite – known as ‘blue stone’.  Due to 
the very high acidity generated by the oxidation 
of pyrite and other sulphide minerals to form 
sulphuric acid, some pools on site have 
recorded a pH as low as 2. 
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By this time the Group was quite quiet, unusual 
for us crowd!!!  Perhaps everyone was thinking 
‘what am I doing here??’  We were taken to the 
mine entrance and were surprised to find a 
series of steps hewn out of the rock by the 
miners.  David told us that these had been 
found when the shaft had been excavated.  We 
descended to the first set of ladders.  Oh how 
the excitement was mounting! We then 
proceeded downwards on some metal ladders 
and wooden ladders, some of which had been 
attached to the original miners’ ladders.   
 
As we proceeded downwards to the various 
levels (30 fathoms in all or 180 feet 
thereabouts), Ron and David told us about the 
rocks, how the mines were excavated and the 
working conditions of the miners.  Onwards 
through tunnels, some containing water which 
we all swished along in (like kids again!!!), 
taking in the ambience of the tunnels, looking 
at the fault lines and the wooden dams, known 
as steplling, which had been constructed to 
hold back tonnes of rock waste – a bit scary 
when you are walking beneath these 
structures. 
 
We were amazed at the colours underground, 
the various minerals showing themselves, the 
stalactites and stalagmites and the freshness 
of the mines – they were not at all musty.  
There were places where you needed to 
crouch and wriggle, but not too many on our 
trip. 
 
We clambered through low passages to reach 
substantial caverns and were shown numerous 
tunnels, going off in all sort of different 
directions, and the small hewn out workshops, 
where miners performed various tasks.  David 
and Ron explained how the miners would 
repair their tools and smash large rocks to 
make them easy to transport to the surface. 
 

There is evidence of Roman mining, allied to 
the processes running in parallel with the 
Copper Mine at the Great Orme and mines in 
Ireland.   The Romans found a way of 
recovering copper from the Chalopyrite which 
was based on leaching rather than smelting.  
They collected the water that seeped through 
the mines. The copper saturated water was a 
deep blue and consisted of mainly copper 

sulphates. These made the water very acidic 
and the water was called Chalcanthus. This 
material was allowed to dry to make a solid 
copper sulphate light blue material called 
chalcanthite. The evidence for Roman copper 
mining at Parys mountain is based on the 
existence of two bun shaped copper cakes, 
now in the British Museum. They were found 
near the Trysglwyn farm on the mountain. The 
cakes weighed between 25 and 30 pounds and 
one was stamped - IVFS.  It was thought that 
these were being manufactured for export to 
other areas of Britain.  It is thought that the 
Roman fortlet at Caer Gybi (Holyhead) was 
built in the 4th century partially to protect 
copper reserves on Parys Mountain. 

 Ron took a small group off down a tunnel 
containing the most incredible stalactite 
formations which led to a pool containing 
reddish brown water and a small ‘fairy’!! We 
gently walked past and further into the depth of 
the tunnel. 
 
Another tunnel contained a pool of green 
water, coloured by the copper minerals 
leaching into the system.  Here again we 
passed, amazed by the colour of the water, 
and off again to another passage. 
 
The highlight of the trip was to be privileged to 
be taken to the lower levels of Bronze Age 
workings.   
 
Copper has been used by human beings for at 
least 7000 years and the word ‘copper’ comes 
from ‘cuprum’ the Roman name for Cyprian 
Metal. 
 
Most copper is found combined with other 
elements to make minerals.  The copper in 
these minerals would have been removed by 
smelting processes before the copper could be 
worked.  The minerals of the ancient world 
included purple cuprite which was a 
combination of copper and oxygen; the green 
malachite which is a copper carbonate and 
another copper carbonate blue azurite. Copper 
metal melts at 1084 degrees C.  It is likely that 
smelting to recover the copper also led to the 
discovery of casting when liquid metal was 
poured into moulds.  Copper ingots were cast 
into the shape of bars and rings for 
transportation.  It also allowed the mixing of 
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metals to form alloys.  It was discovered that 
mixing copper with tin made a harder material 
called bronze.   
 
It is likely that the first mines were simply 
people digging down into surface deposits of 
known copper yielding ores.  At Parys 
Mountain and other sites, there is evidence of 
‘Bell Pits’.  These were shallow surface pits 
that were dug using stone, copper or later 
bronze implements.  Crude picks,  hammers, 
chisels and shovels would also have been 
used. 
 
During later centuries when underground 
mining commenced some of these ‘ancient 
Druidical workings’ collapsed.  A number of 
these have been found underground at Parys 
mine.  The collapses contain a mixture of 
hammer stones and oak charcoal.  Three 
samples of charcoal have been radio carbon 
dated and have returned dates of 3500 to 3600 
BC.  Some of the bases of the ‘Bell Pits’ found 
at Parys mine are up to 20 metres 
underground. 
 
After scrambling up a bit of an incline we 
entered the most incredible chamber.  
Archaeologists had done some work here and 
we were faced with lots of different sized 
hammer stones, looking as fresh as when they 
were being used some 4,500 years ago.  We 
looked at the sediment levels of a small pool 
which had been uncovered and stood in awe at 
the size of the chamber which Bronze Age 
people had sculpted out of the hard rock with 
just hammer stones – amazing.  David and 
Ron gave us information on the work 
undertaken by the archaeologists and they 
also gave us an insight on the way in which the 
minerals had been excavated, the environment 
being dusty, noisy and very dangerous. David 
then asked us to put out our lamps – with 
some trepidation we all did and suddenly we 
were enveloped in the most serene and 
peaceful feeling of darkness – not at all scary 
but reassuring and safe.  But how different it 
must have been for the previous occupants! 
 
The time had come for us to ascend and we 
made our way out along the tunnels, but taking 
some diversionary routes on the way, to see 
other tunnels.  One by one we emerged into 
the waiting sunlight – dirty, tired but extremely 

happy.  The Group was buzzing – we disrobed 
from our gear with the disbelief of ‘what had we 
just done? – wonderful’. 
 

 
Well we made it!!! © Keith Jones 
 
A vote of thanks by Keith was made to David 
and Ron for the opportunity that they had given 
us, to be able to follow in the footsteps of our 
ancestors (perhaps!!) and enable us to 
experience the environment. 
 
A truly awe inspiring experience which will live 
with us all forever.  
 
More information is available at: 
www.amlwchhistory.co.uk/parys/history.htm 
  
THE FIRE PITS OF BORRAS! A NEOLITHIC 
SETTLEMENT? – 1 JULY 2009 – IAN 
GRANT, CPAT – ARTICLE BY MONTY 
CORDWELL, COMMITTEE MEMBER 
The Chairman David Casemore introduced Ian 
Grant, Project Archaeologist of the Clwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust.  
 

 
David Casemore, Chair, introducing Ian © 
Maria Blagojevic 
 
In 2008 Ian organised the excavation of a site 
at Borras just north of Wrexham which was on 
land within a large active quarry owned by 
TARMAC. Ongoing quarrying will probably 
lead to more archaeological work in the future, 
funds permitting. 
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The archaeological work had begun as a 
search for World War II relics of the former 
Royal Air Force Night Fighter Airfield at Borras 
and some of these such as air raid shelters 
were indeed found. The Neolithic discoveries, 
the subject of the talk, were a chance find only.  
 
There are only four previously excavated 
Neolithic sites in North Wales excluding 
Borras. Further discoveries were also made 
during the construction of the runway at 
Manchester Airport in Cheshire but even so the 
total number of sites is small. This of course 
may only reflect the pattern of past excavation 
opportunities rather than the scale of Neolithic 
activity. 
 

 
CPAT excavations at Borras Quarry © 
www.cpat.org.uk 
 
The excavated site at Borras, some 70m by 
70m sits on a well drained sand and gravel 
plateau created by the confluence of two 
glaciers, one from Wales and the other from 
the direction of Ireland. Many kettle holes were 
left after the glaciers retreated, occupied by 
large and slowly melting blocks of ice often 
slowly filling with sand and gravel as the ice 
melted. Such well drained sites are known to 
have been attractive to Neolithic peoples. 
 
A mechanical scraping of the surface revealed 
by chance a number of curious blackened pits 
which eventually reached 28 in number. One 
cluster consisted of 12 pits within a ten metre 
square. A number of other features were found 
nearby whose purpose was at first obscure. 
Only three flints were found in the entire 
excavation. 
 
The 28 blackened pits proved to be filled with 
charcoal and with burned and heat cracked 
stones and with only a few pottery shards. 
Substantial quantities of occupation debris 
emerged only when the excavations were 

extended to the adjoining features which 
proved to be rubbish pits. Some 300 shards 
were recovered and were identified as being of 
the Peterborough Ware type. This is a very 
coarse pottery with stones included within the 
clay and patterns impressed with, it is thought, 
bird bones. Hence its description as 
“impressed ware” of the type first identified at 
sites in Peterborough. This type of pottery has 
been found before mostly along the Welsh 
border and also on Welsh coastal sites – but 
not on higher ground. 
 
Interpretation of the finds so far suggests that 
the pits were “clampfires” in which food was 
placed in a pot and embedded in a mixture of 
stones and wood in a pit. The wood was 
ignited and the pit covered thus creating a 
primitive “slow cooker”. As the tops of the pits 
were missing no evidence was found of any 
method for regulating oxygen supply and thus 
the rate of combustion. Whether the pits were 
for normal cooking (and so reused) or for 
occasional feasting or even for ritual purposes 
is unknown but the pits are not inside any 
known living quarters. 
 
Dating evidence is slightly confusing. Carbon 
dating of the pits suggests a Neolithic age 
whilst the rubbish pits related to occupation 
giving a Bronze Age date. Analysis of the 
stones included in the pottery clay is in hand 
and should reveal the location where the pots 
were made. It is hoped that future work as the 
quarry face moves will add more to the 
knowledge gained so far. 
 
Members asked numerous questions and a 
vote of thanks was given to Ian for the 
fascinating insight into the Borras excavation. 
 
FIRST RHUDDLAN WALKING FESTIVAL – 4 
JULY 2009 – ARTICLE BY MARIA 
BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S SECRETARY 
The Society was invited to be part of the first 
Rhuddlan Walking Festival held in July 2009.  
We were asked to put a display about the 
Society and also give our Members a general 
invitation to attend and to participate in a series 
of lectures and walks. 
 
As the organizers of the Festival are also 
Members of the Archaeology Society, we 
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agreed that we would participate.  And what a 
fun day we had.   
 
The Society’s Secretary and Archivist attended 
with a display prepared by our Archivist.   
 
The display was colourful and interesting and 
we had lots of people who came to talk to us 
during the day.  In fact we also picked up a few 
new Members. 
 

 
Part of the Display © Maria Blagojevic 
 
We also attended two of the lectures and the 
Secretary was asked to become the ‘official 
photographer’ taking photos for posterity.  
  

 
The organizers of the day with the Mayor of 
Rhuddlan © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The day itself was very successful, the walks 
were well attended but the lectures were 
disappointingly not well attended.  Other 
displays including CADW, Denbighshire 
County Council and Countryside for Wales 
plus many others were excellent. 
 

 
Start of one walk © Maria Blagojevic 

An invitation has been extended to the Society 
to attend the Walking Festival in 2010 which 
we have accepted. 
 
FIELD TRIP – 8 JULY 2009 – POULTON, NR 
CHESTER – A MULTI PERIOD SITE – 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S 
ARCHIVIST 
A small group of SAAS members and friends 
were shown around this multi-period 
archaeological site by archaeologist and Site 
Director, Mike Emery. 
 

 
Group pic © Maria Blagojevic 
 
It had all begun with a chance discovery by the 
farmer, of a high quality medieval floor tile. In 
1995 the Poulton Project started with an 
interest in developing a multi-period 
archaeological landscape investigation. The 
hope was to find a settlement that was 
archaeologically rich over several periods, and 
set in a landscape accessible to investigation. 
The chapel site at Poulton more than fulfilled 
these needs. The history and origin of the 
chapel were scarcely known, yet it had a close 
connection with the lost Cistercian Abbey of 
Poulton. Although the Abbey was removed in 
the 13th century, the Cistercians continued to 
dominate and shape the landscape around 
Poulton until dissolution in 1534. In addition to 
the medieval archaeology, an initial evaluation 
in 1995 revealed unexpected evidence for 
Roman and prehistoric occupation. It has since 
been confirmed that at least two Roman 
buildings exist, one of which is very 
substantial, producing numerous brooches, 
coins etc. Establishment of the nature of this 
occupation and of possible continuity to the 
medieval period remains a main research 
objective at the site. 
 
In the four seasons from 1995 to 1998 
excavations completely revealed the upper 
foundations of the medieval chapel as well as 
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a large part of the cemetery. Artefacts 
excavated include one of the richest collections 
of medieval finds from Cheshire, consisting of 
building materials, domestic equipment, and 
personal belongings, some of which have been 
associated with the 56 excavated burials. From 
the Roman period there is a large assortment 
of material including high quality red-slip 
pottery, brooches, and coins. Earlier periods, 
as far back as Mesolithic are represented by 
an assemblage of worked stone tools and 
struck flint. 
 

 
One of the many bodies found on site within 
the church complex © Maria Blagojevic 
 
A Neolithic wooden circular henge has been 
constructed on the site, where post holes have 
been discovered within an earthen bank and 
ditch. Evidence of a second and third ring 
ditch/henge cutting through one another has 
also come to light. A Roman ditch cuts into the 
second henge. An Iron Age roundhouse has 
recently been reconstructed on the site.   
 
The additional discovery of flints at Poulton 
along with the large quantities of Roman 
material, occasional Saxon ware and 
numerous burials has extended the historical 
scope of the project back at least as far as the 
7th millennium BC. 
 
The excellent museum on site displayed to 
advantage many of the fascinating objects 
discovered. Such an exciting project seems to 
produce new discoveries of importance almost 
daily. An inspiring visit and one we hope to 
repeat next year.  
 

 
Examples of Finds from the site © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
FESTIVAL OF BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY - 
SAAS OPEN DAYS – 21 AND 26 JULY 2009 
– ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S 
ARCHIVIST 
The Society had the pleasure to be involved in 
the Festival of Archaeology and held two Open 
Days – 21 July at the St Asaph Cricket Club 
and 26 July at its Dig at Ysceifiog. 
 

 
Some of the displays © Bev Webber 
 
The two SAAS Open Days during the 2009 
Festival of British Archaeology were very 
successful considering the poor weather 
conditions.  
 
The first event, held in the Cricket Club in St 
Asaph on 21st July, attracted around 20 
members of the public as well as a good 
number of SAAS Members. The Mayor of St 
Asaph, Cllr. Mrs Elsie Powell and husband 
Barry were welcome guests. There were 
displays of “finds” from the site at Ysceifiog, 
metal detected artefacts from the Denbigh 
area, displays of photographs of the Society’s 
activities as well as the “famous” Cave 
Mammal Bones. Sarah Pevely, Community 
Archaeologist, identified “finds” brought in by 
members of the public, as part of the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme. Felicity Davies, a.k.a. 
“Mother Rowan”, from Wirral and North East 
Wales Archaeology Society, dressed in “Iron 
Age” costume, read the runes and discussed 
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the healing properties of herbs the “Iron Age 
Way”.  
 
SAAS Member Howard Green put on a 
splendid demonstration of flint knapping. His 
expertise and evident talent in this ancient art 
was shown with his superb replica axes, knives 
and arrow heads. The volunteers did sterling 
work manning the different stalls and supplying 
refreshments. We as ever, are very grateful to 
Ken Hodgkinson for allowing us to use the 
Cricket Club for the day. 
 

 
Howard flint knapping © Bev Webber 
 
Our second Open Day, held at Tan y Llan, 
Ysceifiog was a great success, with well over 
40 members of the public visiting the 
archaeological site. The marquee, kindly lent 
by SAAS Member Tina Edwards, was 
invaluable for sheltering from the heavy 
downpours, as well as providing exhibition 
space for photographs and displays of the 
more “select” finds from the site at Tan y Llan. 
These latter were especially arranged by Hazel 
to their best advantage. Howard Green again 
caused a stir with his flint knapping. A good 
many children watched him with admiration 
and some “dads” had a go too. Sid Edwards 
gave metal detecting demonstrations with the 
children, who were all thrilled with this activity.  
 
Graham Cragg showed interested visitors 
around the site, many of whom were from 
Ysceifiog Village and the locality, though a 
number of others had travelled quite a 
distance. A surprise “gift” of two aerial photos 
of the site appeared. A young couple regularly 
fly over the area and had taken the photo only 
the week before. Christine Longworth had very 
kindly agreed to be at the Open Day, and she 
examined Buckley Pottery and other “finds” 
that people had brought along to be identified. 

Christine also managed to sort a good deal of 
our pottery from the site too.  
 

  
The display at Ysceifiog © Bev Webber 
 
A few of the “locals” expressed an interest in 
joining the Society, so who knows we may find 
a few younger and fitter “diggers” coming 
along? There were so many compliments from 
all kinds of people who visited as well as 
emails afterwards. None of this would have 
been possible without all the help from those 
who volunteered. May I say a very big “THANK 
YOU” to you all, and of course to Hazel without 
whom this event would never have taken place 
at all!  
 

 
Graham showing visitors the dig © Bev 
Webber 
 

 
Members having a welcome rest during the 
Open Day © Bev Webber 
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CAVE MAMMAL BONES – UPDATE – 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S 
ARCHIVIST 
Through a chance meeting of an acquaintance 
in St Asaph in early March 2009, Clive Webber 
found himself in possession of a box full of 
Prehistoric mammal bones. These had been 
discovered by an acquaintance (a local caver 
and pot-holer) in a cave near Henllan in 1991. 
In spite of attempts to contact archaeologists at 
the time, no one ever came back to him to 
examine and investigate the collection of 
bones. They have now been temporarily 
“gifted” to SAAS until such times as the 
species can be identified and some sort of 
dating can be established. The Landowner has 
been contacted and is being kept up to date 
with any progress. Eventually they will either 
be returned to the landowner or if he has no 
interest, then sent to a museum in the locality.  
 
Initially I photographed the bones and 
contacted Fiona Gale and Sarah Pevely. Both 
of them came to view the bones and though 
neither of them professed to be experts, 
thought they were definitely “old”! In the 
meantime Kathryn Riddington from Chester’s 
Grosvenor Museum was active in advising and 
giving some excellent contacts. Elizabeth 
Walker, similarly, from Cardiff Museum was 
able to identify some of the bones from my 
photographs sent on a disc.  Similarly David 
Gelsthorpe from Manchester Museum was 
able to compare like bones from their 
Pleistocene collection and verify and add to the 
knowledge and identification process.   
 
So far brown bear (“Ursus arctos”), horse, 
sheep and bison (“Bison priscus” - the extinct 
type one sees on cave paintings) have been 
identified, with a tentative dating range 
between 55,000 to 70,000 years old – the 
Pleistocene era. 
 

 
Brown Bear (Ursus Arctos) © Bev Webber 

In mid May the bones were taken by Sarah 
Pevely to Elizabeth Walker from Cardiff. They 
were both attending the same conference in 
Welshpool, and it seemed a good opportunity 
for Elizabeth to examine them. She was able to 
verify brown bear, horse, fox or hare (they are 
very similar) and deer. It has been suggested 
the bones need to be radiocarbon dated, but 
this is an expensive exercise. Possibly 
Elizabeth Walker’s department may include our 
collection with some of theirs to be dated. It 
costs approximately £350 for each date. 
Bearing in mind we must have around 150 
bones, that is a lot of money! 
 

 
Reindeer © Bev Webber 
 
On 23 June Fiona Gale kindly volunteered to 
take the bones on their travels again. She took 
them to Andy Currant at the Natural History 
Museum in London. He is the world authority 
on Ice Age Mammals and was extremely 
interested in “our” collection, and during the 
short time he had to examine them, he was 
able to determine that the deer is most 
probably red deer (“Rangifer Tarandus”) and 
that there were a large number of brown bear 
bones (“Ursus Arctos”) which came from a 
small specimen. Andy Currant was particularly 
excited by the horse phalange. There is an 
ongoing special study to find out how late 
horses continued to live in Britain. They died 
out sometime towards the end of the 
Pleistocene Era and were reintroduced again, 
possibly in the Iron Age. The Natural History 
Museum is going to fund the radio-carbon 
dating of the horse phalange to establish its 
age. This process may take some time, but it is 
a privilege to be involved and I will await the 
outcome with great interest.  
 
Bev is hoping to return the bones to Andy 
Currant fairly soon, so that he can keep them 
for a longer period to examine them further.  
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There are still a large number of them that are 
unidentified. Watch this space!! 
 
FIELD TRIP – CAER ALYN, LLAY, 
WREXHAM – 5 AUGUST 2009 – ARTICLE 
BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S ARCHIVIST 
Fourteen SAAS Members visited the Caer Alyn 
project at Llay, and Phil Cox, assisted by 
Penny, gave us a guided tour of the site. It was 
interesting to see the progress since our 
previous visit a year last May.  
 

 
SAAS members  © Bev Webber    
                                 
The reconstructed Iron Age Round House had 
been finished and we felt quite cosy inside as 
Phil explained how it had been built by the 
volunteers, with the minimal help and advice 
from the experts. A decision this year, to keep 
the grass in the surrounding landscape 
ungrazed by sheep, gives a sense of 
timelessness.   
 

 
Reconstructed Round House © Bev Webber    
 
The Bronze Age Barrow and the Round House 
blend in naturally and become integral. Trench 
14 with its possible corn drying kiln (or is it the 
remnants of a Neolithic burial chamber?) has 
been further excavated.   
 
Earlier this year a magnetometry survey had 
been carried out by Dr Megan Gondek from 

Chester University. Some potentially exciting 
results show a rectangular feature that just 
could be a Roman temple. Sadly CADW is 
adamant that no invasive procedures will be 
permitted on the Hillfort. Last year it had been 
hoped that the archaeologists would be given 
permission to put in a small trial trench in one 
of the ditches of the Hillfort, but again CADW 
have refused.  
 
Phil was extolling the diversification of the 
project slightly away from archaeological 
excavation and into experimental archaeology, 
in the form of growing crops that would have 
been used by Iron Age people. A small kiln 
which will be used to fire pottery has been 
expertly constructed near to trench 14. It will 
be interesting to see the results from this. We 
were very lucky that it was a fine evening and 
after the visit to Caer Alyn was over, we all 
repaired to the Hollybush Inn for a meal. 
 
An excellent monograph, prepared by 
Annabelle Rogers, giving the history of the site 
and how Caer Alyn fits into the border 
landscape is well worth buying. Details can be 
found on the Caer Alyn website: 
http://www.caeralyn.org/commnuity-
archaeology                         
 
FIELD TRIP – 9 AUGUST 2009 -  
MANGANESE MINES, HARLECH, THREE 
BURIAL CHAMBERS AND A CASTLE – 
GUIDED BY DAVE LINTON – ARTICLE BY 
MARIA BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY’S 
SCRETARY 
A group of Members met up with Dave in the 
Rhinog Mountains to visit the Manganese 
Mines which he had told us about at our indoor 
lecture in February 2009. 

 
The Group with Dave, our leader on the left © 
Maria Blagojevic 
 
The Group was full of anticipation in seeing the 
series of manganese mines which were visible 
from the foot of the mountain, a give away 
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being the bluey grey spoil littering the entrance 
to the mines. 
 
Despite a little bit of drizzle, the Group 
ventured up the hill, with Dave, a leader of 
extensive experience and a huge knowledge 
base, stopping to look at the fish belly rail, now 
a gate post.  Into a small building with a hearth, 
probably a small workshop.  Onwards to the 
beginnings of some workings and then 
upwards to the mines themselves. 
 
The Group entered some of the mine workings 
where Dave explained in detail how the miners 
worked and showed them the stacks of waste, 
which were used to shore up the walls.   
 

 
Investigating the mines © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The Group then went further up to the other 
end of the mountain where they saw a variety 
of other buildings including stables, workshops 
and surface workings, which left big, deep 
ditches.   
 
Bev, the Society’s Archvist, thanked Dave and 
Pam for the fascinating insight into manganese 
mining in Meirioneth and presented them with 
a small gift on behalf of the Group and an 
invitation to join us for lunch. 
 
After a very nice lunch at the Victoria Inn,  the 
group backtracked their way to see some 
outstanding examples of prehistoric burial 
chambers. 
 
The first to be visited was Bron y Foel, a badly 
damaged dolmen in a superbly scenic location.  
The large capstone has slipped from its perch.  
It is almost certainly the remains of a portal 
dolmen; one sidestone, a low backstone and 
the large slipped capstone survives. 

 
The Group at Bron y Foel Burial chamber © 
Maria Blagojevic 
 
Onwards to Dyffryn Ardudwy where the Group 
went to see the pair of burial chambers, which  
are estimated to be c3500bc.    The site had 
been excavated in 1960 and was one of the 
first sites where multi period building was 
recognized.  This has become central to the 
understanding of the portal dolmen group in 
the UK and Ireland. 
 
The monument consists of a roughly 
rectangular cairn containing two chambers 
facing up the hill.  The western one is the 
earlier of the two.  It is a small structure with an 
H-shaped portal with a high closing slab, a 
rectangular chamber and sloping capstone – 
all typical features of the portal dolmen. It was 
covered by a small, circular cairn held back 
from the forecourt area by drystone walls 
running up to the entrance stones. 
 
 Within the forecourt was a pit containing 
deliberately broken pottery, a ceremonial 
offering in front of the tomb.  The pottery, like 
the design of the tomb itself, showed many 
similarities to contemporary Irish material.  
There is a cupmark on the inner face of the 
north portal stone. 
 
The later eastern chamber is much larger but 
less classic in design.  It does not have the 
high entrance stones, but the front has a portal 
area defined by projecting sidestones and a 
low (broken) closing slab.  In front of this was a 
squarish forecourt which had been carefully 
blocked or filled in by pitched stones set 
against the closing slab and by a low bank built 
across it further out.  This blocking covered 
offerings of pottery in a slightly later style than 
those from the western chamber.  When the 
eastern chamber was built, the large 
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rectangular cairn which covered it engulfed the 
western chamber and its round cairn. 
 
There were no bones surviving in the western 
chamber, and those in the eastern chamber 
came from a Bronze Age cremation burial put 
into the chamber at a later date.  Two small 
finely polished plaques made from Mynydd 
Rhiw stone were found in the eastern 
chamber; their purpose unknown.  
 

 
Dyffryn Ardudwy  © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Following the interesting visit to Dyffryn 
Ardudwy, the Group drove a few miles down 
the road to visit Gors y Bedol, an 18th century 
park, garden, 16th century house, kitchen 
garden, lime avenue, formal plantations and a 
haven for walkers 
 
The monument stands beside a trackway 
leading out of Dyffryn Ardudwy and dates from 
the Bronze Age.  Little remains of the burial 
chamber itself apart from the capstone which 
leans against the cairn and a single standing 
stone to the east. 
 
The monument dates from around 4,000BC.  
This particular area abounds with many 
prehistoric settlements and trackways and near 
the monument itself there are signs of a 
settlement. 
 

 
The final resting place at Gors y Bedol Burial 
Chamber before our return home © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
 

A CHAIN OF VOICES – INTERESTING 
PEOPLE I HAVE KNOWN – 2 SEPTEMBER 
2009 – RUFUS ADAMS 
Due to Rufus’s illness, the talk has been 
postponed but we were given a talk by the 
Society’s Treasurer – see below 
 
THE ALWEN DAM CONSTRUCTION 1911-19 
– 2 SEPTEMBER 2009 – ANDREW THOMAS, 
SOCIETY’S TREASURER 
At the start of the twentieth century Birkenhead 
were looking for a source of water to supply 10 
million gallons per day to its residents. 
Consequently, in 1907, an Act was passed 
enabling the corporation to build dams across 
the Rivers Alwen and Brenig, to build a water 
treatment works and to lay 42 miles of 
aqueduct from Alwen to Prenton on the 
outskirts of Birkenhead. 
 

 
Andrew giving his lecture © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The Corporation decided to build a dam across 
the Alwen  as the construction here was easier 
than at Brenig but the water at Alwen was 
heavily laden with peat. The dam was to be 
constructed mainly in concrete. Precast 
concrete blocks were placed on the upstream 
and downstream faces of the triangular section 
of the dam and the concrete poured in layers in 
between the blocks. Large stones, called 
“plums”, were also placed in the concrete to 
reduce the amount of concrete needed. The 
dam was to be 30m above ground level and to 
reach sound rock and to prevent water running 
under the dam a trench 17 m deep was dug 
below ground level and filled with concrete and 
plums. 
 
So Sir Alfred McAlpine was awarded a contract 
to build the dam within 4 years at a total cost of 
£186,000 but two thirds of that cost was for 
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removing 2 or 3 feet of peat from the bed of the 
whole reservoir. 
 
As the dam was so isolated the hundreds of 
workers and their  families had to have full 
facilities on site; canteens, beds, offices and 
their welfare was provided for with a school 
which also acted as a church, a mission room 
for reading and a hospital with 6 beds. 
 
Materials were moved around the site in trucks 
running on a network of rails. Steam driven 
Derrick cranes were placed around the dam on 
wooden platforms to place the concrete and 
heavier items. No mechanical tools were used 
for the excavations just picks, spades and 
hammers although explosives probably 
assisted the works. 
 
Work began on site in January 1911 and the 
dam was finally opened in 1918. The work 
would have been completed sooner if the war 
had not intervened. The treatment works and 
aqueduct were completed in 1920. 
 
Now the landscape has changed dramatically 
from the early 1900s. The bleak heather 
treeless moor land has been replaced by the 
reservoir surrounded with trees and a pleasant 
sign posted 7 km walk leads around the 
reservoir.  
 
The Chair thanked Andrew for the interesting 
lecture 
 
ANNUAL TRIP – SKIPTON AND RIBBLE 
VALLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE – 4-7 
SEPTEMBER 2009 – ARTICLE BY BEV 
WEBBER, SOCIETY’S ARCHIVIST 
It was high tension at 6.00am in the Webber 
household when Clive had developed an 
alarming rash during the night. A lightening 
visit to Ty Nerys at Glan Clwyd confirmed that 
Clive had shingles! He was duly given a 
prescription and told that all should be well if 
he kept himself covered. We made it to the 
coach for 7.30am and alerted our fellow 
travellers who were all happy for him to come 
with us! 25 of us set off with Gwyn our driver. 
He had taken us last year and was game for 
another adventure!  
 
Our first destination was Padiham where we 
were treated to an excellent guided tour of 

Gawthorpe Hall. There had been a building on 
the site in 1388, but the 1603 mansion that we 
see today was built by the Shuttleworths and 
later on the Kay family, who in the Victorian 
era, did much to stamp their mark. It is a three 
story building and we began in the kitchens 
and worked our way upwards, admiring the 
gardens from the windows on the way. The 
drawing room has an outstanding decorated 
plaster ceiling from the early 1600’s with 
panelling. The long gallery on the top floor is 
just glorious with another decorated 
plasterwork ceiling and carved woodwork 
panelling. 
 

 
Gawthorpe Hall © Maria Blagojevic 
 
After a civilised lunch in Whalley we arrived at 
the Abbey and were given a tour by one of the 
“monks”. The Cistercians built the Abbey 
between 1330 and 1380, but the Abbot’s 
lodgings weren’t completed until around 1440.  
The oldest building on the site is the chapel 
from c 1250. At the dissolution of the 
Monastery in 1537, the property passed into 
private hands (the Assheton family). One 
unique feature (or is it?) of the remains is the 
“choir pit”. There are two channels beneath the 
chancel where the choir would have been, and 
these are reckoned to be resonance chambers 
to enhance the acoustics. Whalley Abbey also 
boasts the oldest lay-brothers’ dormitory 
remaining in the country.  
 

 
Whalley Abbey © Maria Blagojevic 
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With some skilful manoeuvring of the coach by 
Gwyn we arrived at our hotel “The 
Rendezvous” by the canal just outside Skipton. 
The rooms were very spacious and most had 
excellent views of the canal and the 
countryside.  
 
On Saturday morning we visited the museum 
in Skipton. A bustling market filled the high 
street with shoppers, giving a timeless 
connection through the ages. The museum’s 
archaeological display was very much geared 
to the latest technology and very well 
presented. The local studies collection upstairs 
was full of interest. Whitakers chocolate shop 
benefited from our visit too! We arrived in 
Clitheroe in the rain and made our way to the 
Castle and its recently refurbished museum. 
The keep on top of the hill is small, but in a 
commanding position with 360 degree 
panoramic views of the surrounding 
countryside. The presentation in the museum 
of the history of Clitheroe was first class.  
 
Earby Lead Mining Museum was a complete 
surprise and delight. We were welcomed by 
the very enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
guides and treated to an excellent tea and tour 
of the museum. It deserves much better 
recognition and publicity and is a real gem.  
 

 
Earby Mining Museum © Maria Blagojevic 
 
After dinner Dr Keith Boughey gave a 
stimulating lecture on “Rock Art” in the West 
Yorkshire area. His boundless enthusiasm and 
passion for his subject opened our eyes to 
“cup and ring marks” and other mysterious 
rock carvings from the Bronze Age and later. 
We were urged to be vigilant when out and 
about on walks in North Wales as the 
discovery of this form of art is an ongoing 
project.  

 
Sunday morning took us to the delightful 
village of Grassington. We split into two groups 
to view the Upper Wharfedale Folk Museum 
and explore the village with its fascinating old 
buildings and individual shops and inviting 
cafés. We travelled via Burnsell and its 
picturesque bridge. The old bridge had been 
swept away in a flood in 1884 and rebuilt in 
1887. We were heading for Bolton Abbey on a 
scenic route which turned out to be quite 
exciting! A single-decker local service bus 
alerted Gwyn, our driver, to the fact that the 
bridge ahead was too low for our coach, so he 
found another route over the moors. Great 
stuff! 
 

 
Waiting to go into the Museum © Bev Webber 
 
Bolton Abbey was founded by the Augustinians 
on the banks of the River Wharfe in a 
picturesque fertile valley.  In spite of the 
alteration to the area since its dissolution in 
1539, much of the monastic landscape can still 
be seen, and is one of the best examples in 
the north of England.  The church was partly 
rebuilt in the late 1800’s, designed by Pugin. 
Recorded plainsong gave an atmosphere of 
tranquillity it was hard to leave and return to 
the 21st Century.  
 

  
Bolton Abbey © Maria Blagojevic 
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On our final morning we were bound for 
Ribchester Roman fort and museum on the 
banks of the River Ribble. Again this museum 
had been very recently updated and 
refurbished. Upstairs was an exhibition of 
paintings by Graham Sumner of Roman 
military clothing. Downstairs all the latest 
technology brought to life times gone by with 
well presented artefacts from the area, and 
notably including a “curse of eight 
thunderbolts” which needed to be repeated!  
Not a great deal of the Fort has been 
excavated, but the granaries a short walk from 
the museum and then the bathhouse a little 
further away were of interest. The small town is 
built over much of the fort. No doubt keen 
gardeners have discovered all kinds of Roman 
artefacts in their gardens.  
 

 
Ribchester Museum © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Salmesbury Hall is a spectacular 14th century 
manor house. The outside of the timber framed 
building is predominantly black with inset white 
motifs. An excellent lunch was served at a long 
refectory table and was a jolly occasion. Our 
tour and “talk” about the Hall was given by no 
less a person than Henry VIII. He most 
certainly resembled him in looks and dress, but 
not in speech. It was pure entertainment with 
very little historical accuracy and indeed most 
of us took it in that spirit. 
 

 
Samlesbury Hall © Maria Blagojevic 

It was rather sad when the weekend finished 
as we had all enjoyed the company and shared 
experiences. Maria had done an excellent job 
in organising the visit and a vote of thanks for 
all her hard work was given by David 
Casemore.  
 
LANDSCAPE ARCHAEOLOGY COURSE – 
2009 – LANDSCAPE ARCHEOLOGY – 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S 
ARCHIVIST 
Fiona Gale’s Landscape Archaeology Course 
took place over three days during February, 
March & April 2009 and attracted a wide 
variety of individuals, the majority being from 
SAAS.  The two indoor lecture days introduced 
us to ways of analysing historical landscapes 
by observation, the use of maps and many 
other sources.   
 

 
Getting ready to survey © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The practical field trip on the third Saturday 
was to Halkyn Mountain, where small groups 
of us surveyed and measured various features 
in that essentially lead mining area.  
 

 
Investigating a bell pit © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The group then visited Rhosemor Hillfort to 
take in the 360º panoramic views of the Wirral 
and North Wales. 
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The group entering the hillfort © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
During the afternoon, after setting up and using 
the dumpy level to record the gradient of a 
slope, our small groups measured and drew 
some of the stonework at Basingwerk Abbey. It 
was a very worthwhile course with practical 
application relevant to our excavations at 
Ysceifiog.  
 

 
The group trying out the skills they had been 
taught © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Thanks were given to Fiona for another 
successful course.  We will look forward to 
another next year. 
 
YSCEIFIOG DIG UPDATE – ARTICLE BY 
BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY’S ARCHIVIST 
Graham Cragg has been directing operations 
at Tan y Llan this year and a large proportion 
of the old house site has now been opened up.  
An outside cobbled yard has been revealed 
and the foundations of walls match the outline 
of the plan on the 1872 OS map.  
 

  
Cobblies uncovered © Paul Rowlands 
 

Inevitably there are some unexplained wall 
foundations and interesting floor surfaces. The 
site has been surveyed with the dumpy level, 
showing the differences in height over the 
excavated area, and much of the stonework is 
being recorded by hand using the meter grid 
squares as well as by photography. Fiona Gale 
and Sarah Pevely have been active in advising 
on strategy and recording and indeed have 
been very encouraging in many ways. Lots of 
pottery of all kinds, along with other more 
unusual finds such as an ancient key (to the 
old house, no doubt), a silver plated spoon and 
clay marbles have all come to light. Geologist 
Janet Smith and botanist Joe Phillips have 
both visited and prepared reports which add to 
the background, setting and history of the site.  
 

 
Paul and Drew unearthing the cobbles © Bev 
Webber 
 
Ongoing sieving of the spoil heap has yielded 
more pottery, and washing and sorting of the 
finds is a seemingly unending project.  A day 
was well spent in Ysceifiog Village Hall with 
eleven SAAS members sorting all the pottery 
into different categories. 
 

 
Pottery sorting © Bev Webber 
 
 Over this year forty days have been spent at 
Tan y Llan thus contributing to the rapid 
progress there. An awful lot of bara brith was 
consumed – all so kindly provided by Hazel! 
 


