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NEWSLETTER:  OCTOBER 2008  
 
YSCEIFIOG PROJECT ARCHIVES – 
UPDATE 
Earlier in the year Hazel & I made four 
trips to Chester Archives to view 
documents sent from Eaton Hall for the 
Grosvenor Estate. We knew from deeds 
dating for the late 1800’s that the 
property had been part of that Estate 
and we were attempting to establish for 
how long. A will from 1704 of John Lloyd 
of Downing mentions the Grosvenor 
Estate, so it could be assumed that a 
purchase had been made earlier than 
that. We examined approximately 40 
documents in total going back to the 
1590’s and kept coming across mention 
of three unnamed messuages in 
Ysceifiog being in the possession or 
occupied by the same people. 
Unfortunately the names of the 
properties themselves are not named, 
so it is difficult to prove beyond doubt 
that Tan y Llan was amongst them, 
though in all probability it could be! The 
search continues…… 
 
TREE & POTTERY EXPERTS & 
EXTRA DIGGING DAYS AT 
YSCEIFIOG. 
Through a contact in the Dyserth Field 
Club I heard about Simon Farr who is 
involved with the North East Wales 
Orchards Initiative. I knew that there a 

were a few old and unusual varieties of 
fruit trees on our site in Ysceifiog and 
wondered if it may be useful and 
interesting to find out their ages as well 
possibly name them as varieties. Simon 
was only too pleased to visit the site and 
was very enthusiastic about what he 
saw. An unusual “waisted”, now dead 
and gone apple tree was described and 
he was most intrigued as he had never 
heard of an apple of this description.  An 
old greengage was remarked upon and 
a walnut covered in ivy was definitely 
unusual being the only know one in the 
vicinity. The definition of an orchard in 
this part of the world is five or more 
trees. Undoubtedly these old varieties 
would have been planted for the “old 
house” for its use. As far as ageing the 
trees is concerned, the only way of 
doing this is for them to be felled and 
the rings counted. The Orchards 
Initiative takes samples from the old 
varieties and propagates them and then 
sells the saplings to the public, but first 
offering a young tree to the owner of the 
donor. They also hope to raise funds by 
selling these old fruits to the public as 
well. Simon will return to Ysceifiog in the 
autumn to collect fruits from the trees 
and he may be able to give names to 
these so far unidentified. 
 
We have found Buckley pottery in 
abundance on our site and I have for 
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some time been looking for someone to 
look at it to give us some idea of dating. 
A lady at the Museum at Buckley Library 
as well as Fiona Gale suggested that 
Christine Longworth was the expert to 
consult. I had had no success in 
contacting her as she had recently 
retired from Liverpool Museum. By 
sheer chance I came across her email 
address in an “e-journal” in an article 
she had written for it on Buckley Pottery, 
and when I wrote, she was very willing 
to come to the site to view our 
collection. It transpired that Christine is 
an archaeologist and has recently been 
working on an excavation on Hilbre 
Island as well as acting for Finds Liaison 
Officer during the recent excavation of 
one of the old docks at Liverpool. She 
was most interested in our collection of 
pottery and was thrilled to find some she 
had never seen before. As the styles 
have remained pretty constant over the 
hundreds of years it isn’t that easy to 
date accurately. The “fabric” of the clay 
would have been mixed to the individual 
liking of each potter, so that is not a 
possibility. There were some pieces 
there which possibly date from the late 
1600’s. However, Christine does have a 
friend who may be able to date the 
pottery more accurately and is also an 
expert on clay pipes. She has promised 
to be in touch again and bring her 
colleague with her. She is also willing to 
come to give a talk to our Society next 
season, so that should definitely be an 
event to anticipate. 
 
A number of extra digging days have 
proved very useful in making noticeable 
progress at the site. A corrugated 
“housing “has been constructed to 
contain the spoil from the trenches and 
some useful sieving has gone on in that 
part of the site. More stone work is 

gradually being revealed and the usual 
pieces of Buckley and other pottery, 
glass, metal bits and pieces are coming 
to the surface. Every little helps and 
anyone is welcome as there are a 
variety of tasks that need to be 
performed. Sieving, washing and sorting 
pottery and finds are some of the 
“lighter” jobs. Working with a trowel once 
the surface is removed by the “heavies” 
is not too difficult. Drawing some of the 
more interesting finds is an important 
task too – Pat Musk has done some 
beautiful water colours as some of you 
will have seen at our Christmas display. 
If you feel unable to do any of these 
things, don’t be shy, just come along 
and say “hello” and have a look to see 
what’s going on, nobody will make you 
work!! 
 

 
Sid digging © Maria Blagojevic 
 
LECTURE – OFFA’S DYKE – 
MAGARET WORTHINGTON – 2 JULY 
2008 
Paul, Vice Chair of the Society, 
welcomed Margaret.  Margaret has 
spent many years on the excavation of 
both Offa’s and Watts Dyke and is 
regarded as one of the leading experts 
in her field.   
 
Margaret explained that she had divided 
her career between teaching and hands 
on archaeology.  She had worked 
closely with David Hill and they had 
collaborated and published a book on 



 
 

 
 

 

3

Offa’s Dyke.  The project had begun in 
1971 and at the time they had both 
been involved with Manchester 
University. They were fortunate to have 
been allowed to take the time out for 
field trips and excavations along with 
the full use of the University’s 
resources. 
 

 
Paul, our Vice Chair welcoming Margaret 
Worthington © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Sir Cyril Fox, who had been the keeper 
of archaeology at the National Museum 
of Wales, had instigated the first serious 
work on Offa’s Dyke.  He had completed 
the first major survey of its length using 
Ordnance Survey maps, identifying 
each section on a field by field basis.  In 
agreement with the late 9th and early 
10th century writer Asser, Fox saw the 
Dyke running from the estuary of the 
River Dee in the north to the River Wye 
in the south (approximately 150 miles).  
Asser wrote in “The Life of Alfred”, that 
‘there was in Mercia in fairly recent time 
a certain vigorous king called Offa, who 
terrified all the neighbouring kings and 
provinces around him, and who had a 
great dyke built between Wales and 
Mercia from sea to sea’.  It was 
understood by Fox that the Dyke was 
not continuous, being built only in areas 
where natural barriers had not already 
existed. 
 
Offa’s Dyke (Clawdd Offa), is a massive 
linear earthwork, roughly following some 

of the current border between England 
and Wales.  In places it is up to 65 feet 
(20m) wide (including the surrounding 
ditch), and 8 feet (2.5m) high.   
 
In the 8th century it formed some kind of 
demarcation between the Anglian 
Kingdom of Mercia and the Welsh 
Kingdom of Powys.  It is still generally 
accepted that much of the earthwork 
can be attributed to Offa, who was King 
of Mercia between 757 and 796. 
 
Frank Noble did much to challenge 
Fox’s legacy.  His greatest contribution 
to Offa’s Dyke was to stir up new 
academic interest.  His MPhil thesis – 
‘Offa’s Dyke Reviewed’, raised several 
interesting questions regarding the 
Dyke.  Noble postulated that the gaps in 
the Dyke were not due to natural 
features, but that instead a ‘ridden 
boundary’ operated, perhaps 
incorporating palisades that left no 
archaeological trace.  Noble also was 
vital in establishing the Offa’s Dyke 
Association, which maintains the Offa’s 
Dyke Path, a long distance footpath 
which mostly follows the route of the 
Dyke, and is one of the designated 
British National Trails. 
 
Ongoing research and archaeology 
have been undertaken for many years 
by the Extra-Mural Department of the 
University of Manchester.  Most 
recently, in 1971, Margaret and David 
began their own project.  They had used 
aerial photographs which had proved 
invaluable and showed that the dyke 
had remained in continuous use as field 
boundaries throughout its complete 
length.  Every 100 metres profiles were 
taken to look at the state of the dyke. 
Survey work was difficult and proved to 
be most effective during spring and 
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winter when the vegetation had died 
back.  Margaret also carried out a verbal 
description of the dyke, noting any 
features, views or anomalies. 
It was also noted that this project was 
volunteer led with some financial 
support coming from Manchester 
University and/or associated events 
such as the BBC filming for a 
documentary. 
 
Margaret explained how they had used 
varying kinds of surveying techniques 
including resistivity. Tony Clark, who 
had invented resistivity meters, took 
samples on the dyke to see if he could 
identify how iron in the dyke had been 
laid down.  Unfortunately this project 
was not a success. 
 

 
Margaret detailing various techniques used © 
Maria Blagojevic 
 
It was discovered that the dyke had 
been built using turfs which had 
contributed to the stabilisation of the 
structure.   
 
A number of excavations have been 
undertaken over the length of the dyke 
with mixed results.  Ditches and mounds 
were very much in evidence, and it was 
possible to see the dyke particularly well 
using aerial photography. There were 
some gaps in the length, noticeably 
near the River Severn area.  Old roads 
and tracks were also found running 

alongside.  A question arose if and 
where there were any controlled 
entrances or gateways through the 
dyke? However, to date there has been 
no firm evidence to support this idea. 
 
In one trench the excavators found blue 
clay, which turned out to be water laid 
(?) sediments, and there did seem to be 
a remnant of a bank, but again this was 
unconfirmed. 
 
Following flooding, some wood had 
been exposed in the river bank, and this 
wood had clearly been ‘worked’.  CPAT 
were asked to come and give an 
opinion, and following dendro dating of 
the wood, a date of around the1300’s 
was ascertained, but there was 
uncertainty as to its purpose – could it 
have been a piece of a bridge or a 
wharf? A certain amount of deep boring 
was undertaken in a nearby field, and 
some river channels were identified 
together with organic material. This was 
radio carbon dated, and again came out 
around the 1300’s.   
 
This dating evidence has caused some 
confusion, as there were other smaller 
dykes in and around the area.  There 
were lots of short lengths in Gloucester 
and the Forest of Dean area, but then 
there is a gap until Herefordshire is 
reached. 
 
A number of other interesting features 
have also been discovered including a 
burial site at Bryn Bella with an 
extensive earthwork feature and some 
medieval boundaries.   
 
It has also been established that the 
dyke ends at Mold so it doesn’t actually 
stretch from the River Dee to the River 
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Severn; however there are earthworks 
in the Whitford/Ysceifiog area. 
 
There have been several theories put 
forward for the building of the dyke and 
Margaret expanded on this.  Her feeling 
was that perhaps something serious 
had been happening in Powys as the 
boundary was particularly strong 
between Powys and Mercia, so was 
Offa trying to keep out the marauding 
tribes from Mercia??  Margaret referred 
to earlier antiquarian research including 
Edward Lhwyd’s “Parochialia” and his 
description of Eliseg’s Pillar in 
Llangollen which had historical 
connections to Offa, King of Mercia.   
The Pillar is located near Valle Crucis 
Abbey, just outside Llangollen, and was 
erected by Cyngen ap Cadell (died 
855), King of Powys, in honour of his 
great grandfather Elisedd ap Gwylog.  
The form ‘Eliseg’ found on the Pillar is 
thought to be a mistake by the inscriber.  
In 1696 Lhwyd’s recording of the 
inscription reads: 
 
“Concenn son of Catell, Catell son of 
Brochmail, Brochmail son of Eliseg, 
Eliseg son of Guoillauc. 
And that Concenn, great-grandson of 
Eliseg, erected this stone for his great-
grandfather Eliseg. 
The same Eliseg, who joined together 
the inheritance of Powys … throughout 
nine (years?) out of the power of the 
Angles with his sword and with fire. 
Whosoever shall read this hand-
inscribed stone, let him give a blessing 
on the soul of Eliseg. 
This is that Concenn who captured with 
his hand eleven hundred acres (4.5km) 
which used to belong to his kingdom of 
Powys… and which …… the mountain. 
 

(The column is broken at this point.  
One line, possibly more lost) 
…the monarchy… Maximus….of 
Britain…Concenn, Pascent, Maun, 
Annan 
Britu son of Vortigern, whom Germanus 
blessed, and whom Sevira bore to him, 
daughter of Maximus the King, who 
killed the king of the Romans. 
Conmarch painted this writing at the 
request of king Concenn. 
The blessing of the Lord be upon 
Concenn and upon his entire 
household, and upon the entire region 
of Powys until the Day of Judgement.” 
 
The Pillar was overthrown by the 
Roundheads during the English Civil 
War and a grave beneath it opened.  
The lower half of the pillar disappeared, 
but the upper half was re-erected in 
1779.  The original inscription is now 
illegible. 
 
Margaret was in no doubt that the Dyke 
was a ‘statement’ – a show of strength. 
 
Following a question and answer 
session, Mary Davies, Society Member, 
thanked Margaret for her fascinating 
talk. 
 
References:     
Wikipedia  - www.en.wikipedia.org 
Offa’s Dyke website – 
www.offasdyke.demon.co.uk 
Ramblers Association website – 
www.ramblers.org.uk/infopaths 
Offa’s Dyke:  History and Guide – David 
Hill and Margaret Worthington 
 
FIELD TRIP - VISIT TO HAEMATITE 
MINE, BODFARI – 3 JULY 2008 
Following an invitation from the owner of 
the above mine, a group of eight 
Members made an early evening visit to 
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the mine.  The owner welcomed us and 
gave us some background information 
on the mine. The mine is situated in 
Bodfari and also known as Coed Llan.   

 
Visiting Group © Maria Blagojevic 
 
It is located in fissures occurring in the 
Vale of Clwyd fault between Silurian 
Rocks and Carboniferous Limestone.  
The mine, it has been reported, was 
worked between the years1877-1930. 
 

 
Into the mine we go © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The disused mine survives as do two 
buildings; but all working evidence has 
been lost in the dense undergrowth and 
surrounding woodland.  The main shaft 
has now disappeared in undergrowth 
and apparently would have been  a 
horse whim shaft.  Open workings and 
other earthworks had been cleared in 
the vicinity of the two surviving 
buildings.  There may be other 
remaining structures and earthwork 
evidence hidden in the undergrowth to 
the north-east of the surviving buildings. 
 

 
Picture courtesy of Keith Loines Jones 
 
Thomas Gee situated on right hand side 
of picture, with headframe and horse 
whim in the background from 
publication:  Metal Mines in North Wales 
by CJ Williams, 4/80 Charter Press © 
 
The former agent’s house remains and 
has been modernised.  The workshop 
/smithy/storage building nearby has 
been altered but still retains some of its 
original architectural features.  An 
outside staircase runs up to the first 
floor, and double doors front the smithy 
area.   
 
The owner also pointed out, what was 
believed to be part of the crushing shop, 
possible smithy and stables where the 
horse and carts were housed.   
 

 
Smithy and stables © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The crushed rock was transported down 
the road to Bodfari Station where it was 
shipped to various places for smelting.   
Loads of high quality iron ore were 
carried down the hill in horse drawn 
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carts from the mine to a local 
weighbridge.  The ore was taken down 
through the village to Bodfari Railway 
Station from whence it was transported, 
originally to Foryd Harbour, Rhyl for 
shipment to France and later, it is 
believed to Partington Steel Works on 
the outskirts of Manchester.   
 
At the front of the house, there were the 
remains of three well defined stone bin 
containers, where the crushed rock 
would have been stored prior to 
transportation.   
 

 
Stone bins  © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Bella Vista, a neighbouring property, 
was probably built as the ‘Ticket Office’ 
for the haematite mine.  The mine 
ceased to be worked around 1930 and 
had formerly been owned by Thomas 
Gee in the late 19th century. 
 
Thomas Gee, who was born in Denbigh 
(1815-1898), owned the mine during the 
late 1800’s and records exist to show 
that he had several periods of 
ownership between 1880 and 1897.  
Thomas Gee was a Welsh 
Nonconformist preacher, journalist and 
publisher.  On his return from London in 
1838, he threw himself into literary, 
educational and religious work.  Among 
his greatest achievements was the 
newspaper ‘Baner Cymru’ (The Banner 
of Wales) founded in 1857 and 

amalgamated with ‘Yr Amserau’ (The 
Times) two years later as ‘Baner ac 
Amserau Cymru’.     He would regularly 
ride from Denbigh to Bodfari on his 
horse Degwm.  When he died in 1898 
his funeral was the most imposing ever 
seen in North Wales.   
 
Haematite is the mineral form of iron 
oxide, one of several iron oxides.  It 
crystallizes in the rhombohedral system 
and has the same crystal structure as 
ilmenite and as corundum.  It is 
coloured black to steel or silver-grey, 
brown to reddish brown, or red.  It is 
mined as the main ore of iron.  Varieties 
include kidney ore, martitle, iron rose 
and specularite.  Whilst the forms of 
haematite vary, they all have a rust-red 
streak.  It is harder than pure iron, but 
much more brittle. 
 
The name haematite is derived from the 
Greek word for blood (haima) because 
haematite can be red and in ancient 
times this was used as rouge, in a 
powered form for use on ladies’ cheeks.  
In German it is known as blutstein 
(bloodstone).  However, this name is 
confusing as there is a bloodstone, 
which is a variety of chalcedony.  
Haematite will also turn water red. 
 
We were escorted into the mine, which 
was incredible.  There were a number of 
passages which the group explored.  
Some of these led to large open 
caverns where daylight could be seen, 
whilst others only ran several feet into 
the rock face and stopped. 
A number of passages ended with large 
pools of very deep, crystal water.  The 
main passageway took us to a deep 
shaft – this was also filled with crystal 
clear water and was estimated to be in 
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the region of between 80-100 feet in 
depth. 
 

 
Inside the Mine © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The walls were a beautiful warm red 
colour, typical or ferrous oxide with 
glistening specks of quartz and other 
minerals.  Small stalactites could be 
seen as we entered the passages with 
some calcium formations resembling 
rows of very sharp teeth or possibly 
spinal cords – were these fossils or just 
our imagination?? 
 
Haematite has been extensively used in 
the jewellery trade and is sometimes 
used to imitate black pearls.  It is also 
often carved as a cameo or sealstone, 
and is commonly used in gentlemen’s 
rings.  A number of ancient cultures 
used haematite in the creation of 
magical amulets,  and is also believed 
to be an aid to sound sleep by creating 
a calm, meditative state.  It is said to 
create a happier frame of mind for the 
wearer, thus promoting healing 
properties. 
 
Thanks were offered to the owner for 
her generosity of allowing Society 
Members to visit and it was hoped that a 
return visit could be made in the future. 
 
FIELD TRIP – OLD OSWESTRY, 
OSWESTRY CASTLE AND 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE – 16 
AUGUST 2008 
A group of 11 Members of the Society met up 
with Margaret Worthington, Archaeologist, 
Maggie Rowlands and Heather Hidden 
of the Old Oswestry Project for a guided 
tour of Old Oswestry Hillfort on a grey 
overcast morning. 
 
Margaret gave the group a briefing of 
the development of the Hillfort and how 
it had been built in various stages.  The 
most important aspect of the Hillfort was 
the very large pits located on both sides 
of the western entrance.  These were 
unique and not known anywhere else in 
the world – but what were they used 
for? 
 

 
Margaret explaining the development of the 
hillfort © Maria Blagojevic 
 
We walked up the western entrance into 
the hillfort noticing the high earth work 
banks flanking the entrance and also 
the ditches and ramparts, a very 
impressive and imposing sight. 
 

 
New floating path at Western Entrance © 
Maria Blagojevic 



 
 

 
 

 

9

The group walked around the edge of 
the hillfort, taking in the views up to the 
Welsh hills, over the town of Oswestry 
and in the distance the Cheshire ridges.  
Margaret also pointed out the line of 
Wat’s Dyke which ran through the 
Hillfort.  She explained how early 
excavations had uncovered some hut 
platforms and a number of artefacts 
including some very coarse pottery.  
The Hillfort had been utilized in the 
Second World War as a practice range 
for the soldiers.  Margaret told us of 
come recent survey work undertaken.  
Unfortunately the results had not yet 
been received and were awaited with 
great expectations. 
 

 
Ramparts and views from top of hillfort © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
The group came to the eastern entrance 
of the Hillfort, where the stone walls 
were still visible.  This entrance was 
now used by the local farmer for 
transporting his cows up to the central 
plain of the hillfort for grazing. 
 

 
Eastern entrance © Maria Blagojevic 
 

As we walked around it was fascinating 
to observe how the ramparts had been 
built and how quickly the vegetation 
grew and obscured some of the features 
of the earthworks.  Rabbits were also 
playing their part in eroding some of the 
banks. 
 
A great deal of work had been 
undertaken by the Project Group, with 
monies from the National Lottery.  A 
floating pathway at the western 
entrance was more or less completed; 
new kissing gates had been put in to 
replace worn stiles and the layby had 
been tidied up and tarmaced. 
 
As we left the Hillfort, Margaret took us 
on to one of the ramparts to have a 
closer look at these unique pits.  Two of 
the pits were filled with water, but one 
had been breached and water could be 
found in the nearby rampart – could one 
or more have been used for storage of 
water?? 
 

 
One of the water filled pits © Maria Blagojevic 
 
A vote of thanks was given by Andrew 
to Margaret, Maggie and Heather for the 
fascinating insight into the life of this 
Hillfort. 
 
The Group then made its way into 
Oswestry town where they partook of 
lunch at the Heritage Centre, an old 
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building, which incorporated the town’s 
Tourist Information Centre. 
 
Duly refreshed we walked up the main 
street to Castle Mound.  The Mound 
itself is very impressive, albeit the 
Castle is long gone, but just one or two 
large remains of its walls.  The view was 
spectacular – a full 360° vista with the 
hillfort visible on its northern end. 
 

 
Climbing the steps to the Castle © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
The Castle dates to around 1086 and 
recorded in William 1’s Domesday Book 
as being built by Rainald, Sheriff of 
Shropshire in the Hundred of 
Meresberie.  It was once a frontier 
outpost that saw both the Welsh and 
Anglo Saxon mix together prior to the 
Norman conquest.  The Castle is now in 
total ruin with only a simple collection of 
stones.  A poignant reminder of the 
tempestuous part that once enveloped 
it.   
 
Statement taken from the website: 
The Castle was handed to the control of 
the Local Authority this century and the 
motte and surrounding grounds were 
turned into a public park.  The 
fragments of walling that are visible 
today are all the remains.  Sadly though 
no real effort has been made to promote 
the importance of the area, as a 

monument within the town, thus a 
culture of ignorance has developed 
whereby the grounds are totally 
misused, and unfortunately potential 
tourists are driven away. 
 
More information about the Castle is 
available on:  
www.castlewales.com/oswestry.com 
 
After a short walk back to the cars, we 
ventured a little way into the Shropshire 
countryside to visit Whittington Castle, a 
fairytale structure which has been 
adopted by the local community.  On 
arrival we were welcomed by a 
medieval re-enactment group who were 
unfortunately packing up for the day.  
 

 
The imposing gatehouse to the Castle © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
The present day Castle was built in 
1221 by the Fitz Warren family during 
the reign of King Henry III.  The Castle 
is well maintained and looked after and 
visitors are able to walk around the 
remains as well as enjoying the 
spectacle of watching various species of 
birds who inhabit the moat.    
Archaeological finds from the site 
include armour, musket shot, swords, 
glass bottles, a carved stone head, 
assorted bones and a large jug which is 
displayed at Shrewbury Museum. 
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The Castle itself had four towers.  The 
keep was thought to have been about 
125ft in diameter and there were more 
levels than are visible today. 
 
The gatehouse was renovated in the 
1800’s but still retains the original 
1200’s location and design.  More 
information on the Castle is available 
on: 
www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk 
 
Members had a quick look around the 
very pretty castle and its moat, which 
was full of swans with their cygnets, 
moorhens, mallards and coots.  
 

 
Inhabitants of the moat © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The conclusion of the trip was a cup of 
tea and cakes in the Castle Tearooms. 
 
Andrew thanked Maria and Bev for 
organising a very interesting day. 
 
NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENT FOUND AT 
BORRAS – ARTICLE BY MARIA 
BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETY SECRETARY 
Archaeologists have uncovered the 
remains of a Neolithic settlement at 
Tarmac’s quarry at Borras near 
Wrexham. The discovery was made 
while conducting a watching brief, 
during the removal of topsoil and subsoil 
in preparation for gravel extraction at 
the new Holt Estate section of the 
quarry.  

Tarmac have now suspended 
operations whilst archaeologists from 
CPAT excavate the remains, which are 
thought to be around 4,000 years old.  

This is an important discovery as there 
is currently very little evidence for 
Neolithic settlement in this part of 
Wales. A team of archaeologists will 
start excavating the site on 16th June 
and although at present the full extent of 
the remains is not known the excavation 
is likely to continue for several weeks. It 
is hoped that the excavations will reveal 
more evidence for occupation, possibly 
including the remains of timber houses.  

Arrangements have been made for a 
lecture on this exciting find to be 
included in the new programme 
 
ANNUAL FIELD TRIP TO NORTH 
YORKSHIRE – 29 AUGUST TO 1 
SEPTEMBER 2008 – ARTICLE BY 
BEV WEBBER, SOCIETY ARCHIVIST 
Our group of 28 with Gwyn our trusty 
driver, set off bright and early on Friday 
29 August for our adventure. The first 
port of call after the obligatory coffee 
stop was Shibden Hall in Halifax. 
Various families have lived there over 
the centuries. The name most people 
associate with Shibden Hall is that of 
the Lister family. The house belonged to 
several families prior to the Listers, 
including the Otes family for whom it 
was built by William Otes, a cloth 
merchant, in 1420. In 1504 the Saviles 
who married into the Otes family then 
inherited. In 1598, after running up 
debts the estate was mortgaged and 
eventually passed into the Lister family 
from 1615.  The redoubtable Ann Lister, 
whose diaries give an insight into her 
unconventional, innovative and 
adventurous lifestyle, was responsible 
for extending the Tudor house during 
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the 1840’s. The gardens in the front of 
the house have recently been restored, 
using plans drawn up by Ann, which 
give them a sense of formality that 
matches both the Tudor and the later 
Victorian addition. The very 
comprehensive guided tour gave us an 
excellent picture of the history of 
Shibden and its inhabitants.  
 

 
Shipden Hall © Maria Blagojevic 
 
The early afternoon found us in York 
and discovering our delightful hotel, the 
“Queens”, just by the Ouse Bridge. 
Those of us fortunate enough to have 
river views could observe the greylag 
and Canadian geese, swans and ducks 
that congregated under the Bridge, 
making their presence felt with those 
comforting sounds. All life could be 
viewed across the other side of the river 
with a pub that must have been in that 
prime position for centuries. After 
settling in to our rooms it was decided 
that we should be free to explore York 
as we chose. A group of us set off to 
walk part of the Walls. It took rather 
longer to reach them than had been 
anticipated, but it was worth it to view 
the City from this vantage point and 
discover unexpected vistas, including an 
ice house below the Walls at one point. 
 
After breakfast on Saturday morning we 
rejoined the coach and made for 
Wharram Percy. The journey was not 
without incident as an unexpected road 

closure took us down some unsuitable 
small roads with a weak bridge ahead.  
 
A surprised local resident, resplendent 
in her dressing gown standing in her 
garden with her mobile phone, was 
asked for directions by Maria. We 
reached Wharram Percy well on time, 
and were met by Al Oswald from 
English Heritage who was to be our 
guide. He was accompanied by Basil 
the lurcher, his “glamorous assistant” 
whose role it was to act as a runner for 
Al to point out various features in the 
landscape. Alistair, an archaeologist, 
had worked on the excavations at 
Wharram Percy with Professor Maurice 
Beresford and Dr John Hurst and was 
able to give us first hand explanation as 
well as the latest thinking on the 
interpretation. The remains of the DMV 
(Deserted Medieval Village) nestle in a 
remote valley and the ruined church and 
a 19th Century farmhouse are all that 
can be seen of standing buildings. 
Underneath the ground lies a complete 
village of streets, dwellings and two 
manor houses and a water mill. 
 

 
Exploring Wharram Percy © Maria Blagojevic 
 
It had been planned to stop in Helmsley 
for lunch, but we had spent longer at 
Wharram Percy than originally 
envisaged, so we made straight for 
Hutton le Hole and the Ryedale Folk 
Museum. This beautifully kept village 
was well endowed with eating places 
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and we made individual arrangements 
and were then at leisure to explore the 
Museum and village as we chose. In the 
open air Museum are thirteen historic 
buildings showing the lives of ordinary 
folk from earliest times to the present 
day.  

 
One of the interesting original houses © Maria 
Blagojevic 
 
These buildings have all been rescued 
and reconstructed on the site, and 
include shops, thatched cruck cottages, 
an Elizabethan manor house, barns and 
workshops. Most of us are of an age 
where we could remember from our 
youth many of the old brand names in 
the grocer’s and chemist’s shops. A re-
enactment group was demonstrating 
skills and crafts from the Iron Age and a 
very impressive reconstructed Iron Age 
roundhouse is one of the latest 
additions to the site. Artefacts on display 
in a separate building range from 
Neolithic flints right through to an 1850’s 
Merryweather fire engine. 
 
After dinner most of us set off for a 
“Ghost Tour” with the “Ghost Detective,” 
Gary Stevenson. As an Equity member 
he played the part of the ghoulish guide 
to perfection, both winding us up and 
scaring the youngsters in the party to be 
on their best behaviour. We were taken 
through some of the lesser known 
streets and snickle ways and lurid tales 
were told about executions at Marks 

and Spencer, ghosts and so forth. It was 
all great fun and superb entertainment. 
 
On Sunday morning we visited 
Markenfield Hall. This is a private 
moated medieval house built mainly in 
1310, and has close connections with 
Fountains Abbey nearby. It was also at 
the centre of the Rising of the North in 
1569 which contributed to the downfall 
of the family.  
 

 
Entering Markenfield Hall © Maria Blagojevic 
 
We were welcomed by our guide who 
set the scene for our tour of the house 
and immediate surroundings. He was 
somewhat upstaged by the magical 
appearance on the moat of two black 
swans and their brood of six very young 
cygnets gliding serenely and 
majestically along. Another head 
swerving moment came when a couple 
of young bullocks, mooing loudly, 
unexpectedly peered through the stone 
mullioned windows of a splendid 
Victorian barn. The enormous courtyard 
of Markenfield Hall is very impressive 
with its range of buildings. Stepping 
inside the main house takes you into a 
homely entrance hall and on the first 
floor the magnificent great hall. The 
chapel has been restored 
sympathetically. The owner Ian Curteis 
was a delightful “salesman” at the book 
stall, and his wife Lady Deirdre was 
equally charming as she chatted 
informally to Maria at the gatehouse. It 
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was a feeling of privilege to have visited 
such a perfect and tranquil family home. 
 
 

 
Fountains Abbey © Maria Blagojevic 
 
Fountains Abbey proved to be 
somewhat of a contrast with the crowds 
and young families running amok and 
disturbing the serenity of this 
magnificent Abbey founded by the 
Cistercian monks in 1132. It is an 
overwhelming site with all its phases of 
building coming from the wealth 
amassed from its vast estates, the 
sheep and the woollen industry. By the 
middle of the 13th century it was one of 
England’s richest religious houses, and 
as well as farming, was mining lead, 
quarrying stones and horse breeding. 
The lay brothers, who carried out all the 
manual work, encouraged the monks to 
extend the estates beyond their 
capabilities. In the fourteenth century 
economic collapse was exacerbated by 
the Black Death, reducing in size the 
number of lay brothers, as well as Scots 
raids and poor harvests. Much of the 
land was leased out to tenant farmers 
and dairy farming gradually replaced 
sheep. Despite these set backs it was 
still a wealthy Abbey in the 16th century, 
but all of this was brought crashing 
down in 1539 by Henry VIII’s Dissolution 
of the Monasteries. 
 
Middleham Castle in Wensleydale has a 
distinguished history. It was begun in 
1190, replacing the nearby earlier motte 

& bailey castle. In 1270 it came into the 
hands of the Neville family, the most 
famous member of which was Richard 
Neville, Earl of Warwick the 
“Kingmaker”.  Following the death of 
Richard, Duke of York at Wakefield in 
1460, his younger sons George, Duke 
of Clarence and Richard, Duke of 
Gloucester, came into Warwick’s care, 
and both lived at Middleham with 
Warwick’s family. Their brother Edward 
IV was imprisoned at Middleham for a 
time. Following Warwick’s death in 1471 
and Edward’s restoration to the throne, 
Richard married Anne Neville. Richard 
became King Richard III, but spent little 
time at Middleham. After Richard’s 
death at Bosworth in 1485 the castle 
remained in loyal hands until the reign 
of James I, when it was sold. It fell into 
disuse and disrepair during the 17th 
century. It was garrisoned during the 
Civil War but saw no action.  
 

 
Middleham Castle © Maria Blagojevic 
A quick dash back to York and we met 
Gareth Dean from York Archaeological 
Trust. He had agreed to speak to us 
after dinner about St Anthony’s 
Guildhall. Gareth was a good 
companion at dinner and proved to be 
an excellent speaker on his chosen 
subject. As an archaeologist he had 
worked on the excavations of the 
Guildhall a few years before. 
He was able to show us a bird’s eye 
view of the rafters and the roof space 
which he had systematically recorded. 
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He is at present awaiting the results of 
dendrochronology for some of the 
timbers. He has promised to keep us up 
to date with the findings. 
 
Our final day, Monday, we had arranged 
to visit the Jorvic Viking Centre. On 
arrival you are invited to take a seat in a 
“time machine”. You are propelled back 
in time through the ages and eventually 
emerge in the mid 800’s at the height of 
the Viking era in the area of 
Coppergate. Archaeological excavations 
some 30 years ago first revealed the 
remains of a once thriving commercial 
area rich in artefacts. The visitor is 
seated in an electronic car and 
transported through this reconstructed 
area with its houses, shops, workshops, 
costumed figures, with animals, 
artefacts, smells and noises all of which 
give a very good impression of how life 
would have been at that time. A well 
presented array of archaeological finds 
is on display, including a splendid lock 
once used for the marriage treasure 
chest. When married, the wife would 
keep the key to the lock and thus 
prevent the husband from leaving the 
marriage with the household wealth! 
 
Our last destination was the Hungate 
Dig. Our group was given a fascinating 
tour by one of the archaeologists from 
YAT. The site which will be redeveloped 
has been given funding for an 
archaeological excavation that will run 
for five years. Hungate was one of 
York’s poorest areas during the 
Victorian period and along with historical 
documents a great deal has been 
learned of that area. The archaeologists 
have come down to the medieval period 
and in one corner some evidence of 
Roman occupation is appearing. It will 
be interesting to revisit the site in a 

year’s time to discover what else has 
come to light. 
 
We had a couple of hours left to further 
explore York by ourselves before 
boarding the coach for home. It had 
been a really good weekend, blessed by 
fine weather, in the company of 
likeminded friends. I think we are all 
looking forward to next year’s venture! 
 
PARC CYBI, HOLYHEAD. 
“REWRITING THE PREHISTORY OF 
HOLY ISLAND” BY JANE KENNEY 
FROM GWYNEDD 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST – 3 
SEPTEMBER 2008 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust was 
called to a new site south of Holyhead 
that developers had earmarked for multi 
use as a business park and for housing. 
The Welsh Development Agency would 
be paying for the excavations, and in 
November 2006 the archaeologists 
began stripping the 40 hectare site. This 
method is deemed to be the most 
effective in recognising potentially 
interesting archaeology. Once the 
plough soil is removed, marks on the 
surface will indicate where points of 
interest may lie. It was immediately 
obvious that this was a complex site 
with the bases of three stone 
roundhouses very much in evidence. In 
fact the local population knew of these, 
as stones had been robbed out for use 
in later buildings, and was known as 
‘Pant y hen bobl’. Four Iron Age round 
houses could now be seen, along with 
the remains of a timber built circular 
structure with other activity round the 
periphery. There were complex layers of 
stratigraphy. It seemed that three of the 
round houses may have been used at 
the same time and some of the walls 
had been built with the stones standing 
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on their edges. Many of the layers were 
on top of one another and a large 
courtyard was probably contemporary 
with the first round house. A platform 
had been constructed for the round 
houses as they were positioned on the 
edge of marshy ground that flooded. 
Had they been deliberately positioned 
next to the marsh for some ritualistic 
reason? 
 
On the outskirts of the site were three 
odd structures which contained two 
lines of three post holes. In the base of 
the post holes were large packing 
stones, possibly for pillars to raise a 
floor off the ground, maybe for a 
granary. No pillars were found, but a 
piece of stone with a tenon had been 
reused elsewhere in the round house. 
Another circular structure cut lower 
down had elongated post holes with all 
kinds of slots and pits, and a hearth in 
the centre of the building with burnt 
stone material. Hot stone technology 
had been in use and charred plant 
remains await examination and then 
radio carbon dating. Only a small 
amount of pottery has been found, and 
being Iron Age is notoriously difficult to 
date, so again radio carbon dating 
should be the answer.  
 
The task of the archaeologists is to 
examine the process of how the site had 
built up over the ages. A Harris Matrix is 
used to record absolutely everything: 
the stratigraphy and every artefact 
discovered within the contexts of those 
layers, their positions and alignments 
and juxtapositions of the various 
buildings and related structures. 
Processing wet soil samples will 
produce plant remnants, small artefacts 
such as flakes from flint knapping, tiny 
fragments of pottery and even knapped 

quartz. The plants can be analysed to 
give a picture of the landscape of the 
period. A number of stones with holes 
through them have been discovered: 
loom weights, fishing net weights, 
spindle whorls and surprisingly four 
polished stone axe heads from the 
Neolithic period were found in three of 
the roundhouses. Could these have 
been collected by an Iron Age 
Antiquarian? Interestingly a few of the 
spindle whorls had been distinctively 
decorated. All this proves that as well as 
fishing, there were sheep and their wool 
was being spun and then woven into 
cloth.  
 
Perhaps an even more exciting 
discovery was a clearly defined series of 
field settlements and boundaries. Very 
few of these have been dated. It 
appears that this system is continuous 
from the Early Neolithic right through 
until the 18th and 19th centuries. A rare 
early Neolithic rectangular building has 
also been identified and is the second to 
be found in that area! Within the building 
are a large number of pits from different 
phases. It was evidently important 
because of its position so close to a 
chambered tomb, whose entrance it is 
facing. This tomb was excavated during 
the 1980s and has had a number of 
phases during its construction. A 
quantity of Neolithic finds came to light 
including lots of black early Neolithic 
pottery, black chert lithics, saddle 
querns and jet beads which were 
possibly from a Bronze Age necklace.  
The rectangular building would have 
been impressive and within it were 
scrape holes in a hollow, odd pits and 
postholes, and closer to the chambered 
tomb small pieces of 3,400 BC pottery 
with decoration. 
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Jane emphasised the value of using 
stripping technique as it showed the 
evaluation trench had completely 
missed the important archaeology. 
Other pits were packed with highly 
decorated Bronze Age pottery. A 
laminated mace head was most 
probably symbolic rather than practical. 
It is thought that the burying of the 
pottery in holes was some kind of ritual 
activity.  
 
Bronze Age activity could be identified 
by an intriguing “D” shaped structure 
within a circle alongside a round barrow. 
There were no cysts or burials 
remaining as it had been ploughed out. 
However, twenty meters away were four 
cysts and another three small ones, 
which possibly were originally under a 
long barrow. It had not been disturbed 
since the Bronze Age and they were 
perfectly sealed. The stones were very 
heavy and they proved to be empty 
when opened. Any evidence of 
cremations or inhumations had 
completely disappeared. However two 
pots remained which possibly contained 
food or drink, and the residue of any 
organic material will be analysed. The 
interesting question is where were the 
Bronze Age people actually living? The 
footprint of some timber built 
roundhouses can be seen with 
postholes.  
 
In the outlying area of the site, quite a 
number of Iron Age roundhouses with a 
complex stone lined drainage system 
both within the buildings as well as 
around the exteriors have been found. It 
appears these particular roundhouses 
would have had clay walls. What was 
the importance of the drainage system 
within the building, was it for cattle or for 
some other as yet unknown purpose? 

Soil samples taken will be tested and 
hopefully provide an answer.  
 
The site has mostly prehistoric remains, 
but there are later finds of interest. On a 
round hill, are long, narrow slab-lined 
graves which point to the Early 
Medieval? The stone covers of a 
number of cyst graves have been 
disturbed and broken. It appears that 
some have been lined with wooden 
slabs and pebbles. 500m away a 
previous excavation found other graves 
with timber staining, in all a cemetery of 
23 graves. This latest discovery finds 
various sizes of grave from large to 
small.  
 
At the bottom of the hill, with no dating 
evidence, is some possible Roman and 
later 17th Century remains. A more 
confused patch with a rash of postholes 
and rectangular and square structures 
roughly in line with stone spreads, 
makes no sense as yet. At present there 
is no funding to investigate this area 
further. It has been covered with 
geotextile netting, a layer of fine gravel 
and turf to protect it for the future.  
 
A small farm with outbuildings and 
surrounding wall is awaiting excavation 
to find a date. If it proves to be Early 
Medieval it will be very exciting, as very 
few farmsteads of that date have been 
found. With use of the Penrhos Estate 
maps it has been possible to identify a 
small settlement from the 18th century; 
small traces of which survive, but not 
the farmhouse. Some other small 
farmhouses with pits, cobbling, 
threshold, stone chimney, ash and 
charcoal are within the site. Much of the 
later stonework from more recent 
buildings has been robbed out, but 
bringing the site right through to the 18th 
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and 19th centuries.  Three wells with 
drainage culverts and stone steps 
leading down to the water were 
beautifully constructed. One of the local 
residents can remember their being in 
use right up until the 1940’s and 1950’s. 
These will be kept as features in the 
new development. However, there are 
hints of another settlement, as a small 
amount of Roman pottery has been 
identified, and this is the period that is 
missing from the site as a whole.  
 
What an exciting project so vividly 
brought to life by Jane Kenney, and 
greatly appreciated by us all. 
 
 
 Volunteers  – we need help with a tea 
rota and someone to co-ordinate our 
speakers – are you able to help – 
please contact any of the Committee 
Members – we need you!!!! 
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SAAS WEBSITE 
Don’t forget to visit the Society’s newly 
developed Website: 
 
http://stasapharchaeologysociety.org.uk 
Suggestions and ideas for the Website 
are welcome from all our Members so 
don’t be shy, send us your thoughts. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
The new 2008/09 Programme is 
currently being populated.  If you wish to 
suggest any items for our indoor and 
outdoor events please contact the 
Society Secretary or any other of the 
Committee Members.  We look forward 
to hearing from you.   
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Our membership currently is 59. 
 

Anyone wishing to become a Member or 
just interested to make contact and 
attend an event, please contact one of 
the Society’s officers listed below.   
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Chair :  David Casemore Tel: 01745 
582411;  
david@stasapharchaeologysociety.or
g.uk  
Vice Chair:   Paul Evers Swindell Tel: 
01745 583116  
paul_evers_swindell@hotmail.com 
Sec:   Maria Blagojevic Tel: 
07767705100; mblag@gotadsl.co.uk 
Treas:    Andrew Thomas   Tel: 
01745 583100;  
andrewthos@aol.com 
Archivist:   Beverly Webber  Tel: 01745 
583980  
bevandclive.flutinet@fsmail.net     
 Equipment Registrar:   Sue Brown Tel: 
01352 713252                                                                                                 


