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“OVERVIEW OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN
NORTH EAST WALES”. A TALK BY
JEFF SPENCER, REGIONAL SITES &
MONUMENTS OFFICER, CLWYD
POWYS TRUST

Jeff gave an interesting overview of the
archaeology in North East Wales. He
explained the work of the Clwyd Powys
Trust which was established some 30
years ago and is based in Welshpool. He
presented a number of slides showing
different locations in the area from Bronze
Age through to Roman times together
with explaining the ‘finds’ during the
various excavations. He also showed
some early maps of the area. One thing
that Clwyd Powys Trust was known for
was the wvast amount of aerial
photographs that they held. His brief
extended to various projects,
development control, field evaluations,
watching briefs and recording buildings.
Jeff had developed extensive databases
which  were available to small
organizations like ours. He enjoyed
meeting people and giving talks.

Jeff, on behalf of the Trust, would be
happy to assist the Society and he
suggested that Members should take a
look at their Website which contained a
great deal of information.

“ARCHAEOLOGY BELOW CHURCH
WINDOWS": A TALK BY BILL
SILVESTER OF CLWYD POWYS
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST

A joint meeting hosted by the Kentigern
Guild on 4™ March gave a stimulating
insight into archaeological methods of

recording churches and their immediate
environs. Observation played a very
important part in determining where
changes had taken place within a
building. Different types of stonework,
changes in windows, doorways, archways
and of course architectural styles could all
be interpreted to give clues to the date
and origins of a church. Some aerial
photographs of churchyards showed how
the boundaries had changed over the
years. Caerwys, Efenechtyd, Mold and
Northop were some of those more local.
Earlier examples seemed to be circular,
whereas later enclosures were
rectangular. Bill Silvester, as part of his
remit has recorded all the churches in
Flintshire, Denbighshire and Powys. A
Herculean task, but one the speaker had
thoroughly enjoyed. One of the problems
encountered with recording the fabric of
churches can be the current idea of lime
washing the outer walls. Traditionally this
would have been done and it has recently
been revived as a means of weather
proofing the buildings. However, as a
consequence of this, it was not easy to
see where changes in materials had
occurred. Finally Mr Silvester gave us in
his view of our own Parish Church here in
St Asaph, and that of the Cathedral. Why
was it that the quoins were only rounded
smoothly to a certain height on one
corner of the cathedral? Was this a
puzzle for our Society to solve?



“DISCOVERING THE OLDEST
HOUSES IN WALES”: A LECTURE BY
RICHARD SUGGETT, ROYAL
COMMISSION FOR ANCIENT &
HISTORIC MONUMENTS

Unfortunately this lecture had to be
postponed and will be held later in the
year — hopefully November 2005.

In its place, Committee Members gave
Members an update on current activity
including:

(@) Registration of the Society with the
Time Team Big Roman Dig -
Members were invited to suggest
possible locations

(b) Survey of Church Walls — this linked
in to Mr Silvester’s lecture and had
raised a lot of interest

(c) Website - the Chair showed
Members the new Website and he
was pleased to report that a number
of ‘hits’ had already been made to
the site. ldeas were welcomed for
the development of the Website.

(d) Cil Owen — the Chair and Archivist
provided slides on Cil Owen. A
meeting had been held that
afternoon with the County
Archaeologist and Mr and Mrs
Williams, who owned Cil Owen, to
discuss a possible way forward

(e) ldeas for 2005/2006 Society
programme.

Members were invited to send comments
to the Committee on the above. All ideas
and suggestions would be welcomed.

VISIT TO NATIONAL LIBRARY OF
WALES, ABERYSTWYTH BY BEVERLY
AND CLIVE WEBBER

Since the beginnings of my research into
the history of Cil Owen and its site | have
found increasingly that a visit to the
National Library in Aberystwyth would be
necessary. Many of the records can be
found on the online catalogue, thus
saving valuable time. However only a
fairly brief resume is presented. Clive and

I made the pilgrimage to the hallowed
portals after Easter. What a marvellous
experience! All that information hidden
away, waiting to be uncovered.

Inevitably time was short. | looked at quite
a number of documents from the Eriviat
Estate. (Cil Owen/Kilowen belonged to
the Ffoulkes family of Eriviat). Handling
those ancient parchment deeds and
official writings was quite a privilege. An
extremely faded document that gave only
the briefest of clues in the online
catalogue initially resulted in a frustrating
attempt at interpretation. However with
perseverance it eventually yielded up the
dispersal of the possessions of John
Ffoulkes after his death in 1630. His
father, Piers Ffoulkes repurchased his
deceased son’'s Estate after it had
become forfeit to the King after the
murder.

The most interesting discovery was the
account leading up to and about the
murder at Kilowen in June 1630. John
Ffoulkes appears to have been suffering
with some sort of mental disorder, which
caused him to have bad dreams and
visions. He seemed convinced that the
apparition he believed he had witnessed
in their bedchamber was portending his
own death by the hand of his wife Jane.
Naturally when charged with this, Jane
denied any thought of causing her
husband harm. The dream/apparition (in
the form of a man with a black beard) re-
occurred, and this time it was foretold that
after the death of John Ffoulkes by the
hand of his wife, she would then “be
matched to Hugh Lloyd’s son”. The next
day after again questioning his wife, John
Ffoulkes went out to find someone with
whom to discuss his dilemma. He could
find no one. On returning to the house at
Kilowen, he discovered Jane “sitting at a
small spinning wheel and singing”. He
had another glimpse of the apparition,
and convinced of the truth behind his
dreams took up a washing staff and beat



Jane about the head and neck. Her cries
alerted the servant girl who upon seeing
her mistress lying on the ground, ran out
of the house shouting. John Ffoulkes
realised the terrible thing he had done
and he too left the house to put himself
into the hands of the Bishop of St Asaph.
On his way to the town he met with a
hunting party pursuing an otter. He told
them what he had done and they
accompanied him to the Authorities.

| am still looking into the case concerning
John Ffoulkes’ demise. Watch this space!

CIL OWEN - PROGRESS

Mr & Mrs Lloyd Williams have kindly
agreed to allow the Society to carry out
further on site investigations this year. So
we are looking forward to carrying out the
following :-

1) Dendro dating, by experts, of the
beams in the house and barn.

2) Systematic metal detecting of the
house and surrounds. We hope the
detection enthusiasts in the Society will
assist with this and help others to use
detectors.

3) Excavating to at least floor level in the
house and barn the full length and width
and if time permits the line of the
highway.

4) Walking the surrounding fields for
signs of windmills, bridges, brick Kilns,
wells etc.

5) We will work at the site on the
Saturdays 11" June, 16" July and 17"

September as in the programme.
Members are encouraged to help for all
or part of the days and it is likely that
Cefn and Flintshire Historical Societies
may join us.

It will be an interesting Summer on
site and there is something for all
abilites to do so we hope to see
everyone, and their friends, at some
stage at Cil Owen.

MEMBER’'S LIMERICKS - WENDY
GREY-LLOYD

There once lived in a farm called Cil
Owen

A woman, who thought her husband out
mowing,

But he returned to the house

As quiet as a mouse

And killed her whilst she sat sewing.

There was an old man in Flint goal

Who wished to tell his sad tale

Of attacking his wife with a beadle

When she was busy plying her needle
But himself he killed when he heard he
couldn’t have bail!!l!

SAAS WEBSITE

The SAAS Website is now up and
running — what an exciting development
for the Society!! Thanks must be
extended to our Chair, Andrew Thomas
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and his talented son Richard, who has
been responsible for the design. The
Website can be accessed on the
following address:
http://www.stasaph.co.uk/archaeology

Suggestions and ideas for the Website
are welcome from all our Members so
don’t be shy, send us your thoughts.

VISIT TO GREAT ORME COPPER MINE
— SATURDAY 14 MAY 2005 — DON'T
MISS OUT ON A GREAT DAY OuUT!!!

Don't forget if you want to book a
place on this interesting site Vvisit,
please contact the Chair or Secretary
no later than 7 May 2005.

FUTURE EVENTS

The Society have a number of interesting
speakers for the following few monthly
meetings, and news of these are included
in your Programme. We look forward to
seeing you.

MEMBERSHIP

Our membership now stands at 35.
Anyone wishing to become a Member or
just interested to make contact and attend
an event, please contact one of the
Society’s officers listed below.

In future the Newsletter will only be sent
to paid up Members so please if you
haven’t paid your subs do so as soon as
you can.

HELP NEEDED URGENTLY!

The Society needs strong, fit and willing
people to help in our preliminary site
clearance at Cil Owen in the Summer. |If
you are able to offer some help please
contact the Chair or other Committee
Members.

This will be heavy and time consuming
but will enable the Society to prepare the
grounds for several test trenches and we
guarantee good fun!!

All help would be welcomed.

Chair — Andrew Thomas, 27 Bishops Walk, St.Asafd74% 583100; andrew.thomas6@which.net

Secretary — Maria Blagojevic, 67 Ashley Court, Saph; 077667705100;mblag@blagojevic.fsnet.co.uk

Treasurer — David Casemore, Dyffryn Aur, Glascoed ;B1745 582411;
casemore@dcasemore.freeserve.co.uk
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