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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Members

We are now well into 2007 and the
society’s activities are well under way.
After a good talk on excavations in
Biblical lands, we had an excellent talk
on the Llandegai excavations and the
fascinating course on  Medieval
archaeology has now started.

Future events include more interesting
talks, visits and site investigations which
I’'m sure you will enjoy. Officers will be
visiting the investigation site at Ysceifiog
with Fiona Gale, the County
Archaeologist, to discuss plans for a
proper investigation there and we will
also be visiting some stone circles
nearby. There we might be discovering
the Bronze age or the Neolithic age —
who knows!

The help of all members in making our
society thrive is very much appreciated
and if you can help in any other small
way, even if it's washing up after
meetings, please do not hesitate to
volunteer.

Finally remember that it is your society
so if you have any comments or
suggestions we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Have a great archaeological year.

CHRISTMAS BUFFET AND SOCIAL
EVENING - 6" DECEMBER 2006

A large number of Members and friends
attended the Christmas Buffet that
commenced with a very interesting Quiz
prepared by the Society’s Archivist
Beverly Webber. A lot of fun was had
trying to match types of dresses to
dates and other wild and wonderful
objects and locations. Members played
in teams of 4/5 and the prize was a box
of Smarties to be eaten on the night!!!

© By courtesy of Maria BIagjevMembers
enjoying the Quiz)

An incredible buffet had been donated
by Members of the Society and thanks
must be expressed to all, the nibbles
and food were excellent.




Ken and Denise provided the ‘mulled
wine’ which went down very well and
enjoyed by all — so much so in fact that
we ran out and had to make some
more!!

The raffle proved to be a huge pull with
a hamper being the first prize with
numerous other things such as wine,
chocolates and other goodies, all
donated by Members of the Society.

=3 R PR kiR T =) e 1
© By courtesy of Bev Webber (prize hamper)

Presentations were made to Mr and Mrs
Lloyd Williams for allowing the Group to
undertake the ‘dig’ at Cil Owen and to
Miss Hazel Formby for inviting the
Group to dig at her property at
Ysceifiog. This dig will continue during
the coming Season and already is
proving very successful. Thanks were
offered to all those participating for their
hard and dedicated work.

Slides of Cil Owen were shown whilst
Members were enjoying themselves and
generally catching up with the usual
events and gossip, together with a
number of finds found at Ysceifiog and
some pictures provided by Denise on
some more exotic buildings and
excavations from Italy and Greece.

Ysceifiog)

BELLS AT YSCEIFIOG — DECEMBER
2006 - ARTICLE BY BEVERLY
WEBBER, SOCIETY ARCHIVIST

| had been briefed by Hazel Formby that
the bells from the Parish Church at
Ysceifiog were going to be taken down
to be re-tuned in early December. Quite
an event in the annals of the village! St
Mary’s Church was originally of a
medieval foundation, but there had been
a fire and the present church was built
(re-using some of the old materials) in
1837. The 4 bells that hang in the “new”
church were the original bells from the
medieval church. One is dated 1400
and the others are from the 1600’s. The
Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London
had been commissioned and entrusted
with the task of removing them from the
belfry and transporting them to the
workshops at Whitechapel where they
will be retuned.

This isn’t something that one witnesses
every day, so | thought | would take the
opportunity to visit the church when |
knew the “men from Whitechapel” would
be there. Having arrived at the village, |
was expecting there to be number of
local folk waiting to witness this
spectacle. | was somewhat surprised to
find the village deserted and the only
signs of life being a small van with the
name “Whitechapel Bell Foundry”
parked outside the church door. On
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entering the church there was complete
silence and no obvious human
presence. Having taken the opportunity
to photograph the inside of the church
and study some of the memorials, and
an old tomb slab inside the porch, |
returned to the grave yard and began
looking at some of the headstones. A
noise of a van door slamming alerted
me to human activity and rounding the
corner | met a very nice helpful man
from the bell Foundry, who | learned
was Peter Scott. | explained about
SAAS and its interest in the village and
my curiosity about this unusual event.
He gave me a rather a wry smile and
said “Well, it's something we see every
day of course!” | was invited to follow
him up into the belfry. (Not to see his
etchings!) The first stair case was
enclosed and the second was a fairly
wide ladder, so not too bad. Incidentally
I’'m not too keen on heights unless the
drop beneath is enclosed or disguised.
The third flight was a very rickety ladder
(so I didn’'t look down). This brought us
to the level below the belfry. | could see
the smallest bell above the trap door in
the ceiling. Having braved the last even
scarier ladder, | finally reached the
belfry itself. Not a lot of room up there, |
have to say. There was just enough
space for me, the bells, Peter Scott and
his colleague Ben Kipling who suddenly
emerged from behind the three large
bells. | took some quite good
photographs considering the cramped
conditions. | was invited to climb the
final ladder above the Dbells, but
declined. Peter Scott very Kkindly
volunteered to take a photo for me from
above the bells.

L

© By courtesy of Bev Webber (major bell at the
church)

There are four bells in total. One is the
small Angelus bell, which is cracked, so
this will be repaired. It dates from the
1600’s. It wasn't easy to read the
inscription as the light was poor. The
other three large bells all have
Inscriptions too. Unfortunately these too
were impossible to read. Peter Scott
suggested that they would have been
originally cast fairly locally. He was
particularly  impressed  with  the
horseshoe shaped bell hanger for one
of the large bells. It is of a design he
had never before encountered. | had
quizzed him about his experience in
different bell towers and every one has
it unique set of problems to solve for
removing and then re-hanging the bells.
There were countless questions | would
have liked to ask, but felt | didn’t want to
outstay my welcome as it was important
to let them continue with the work.

The Whitechapel Bell Foundry is
possibly Britain’s oldest manufacturing
company. The Great Fire of London in
1666 probably destroyed the original
foundry site. It can be proved that the
business began in 1570, and the
proprietor at the time who was Robert
Mot was there until 1606. The accounts
of 1599 for St Mary’s Lambeth mention
“paid Mr Mote for the new bell £14-11/-
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8d” — a considerable sum! However,
earlier records have come to light and it
Is likely that the foundry began in 1420.
Master founder Robert Chamberlain
was casting bells at Whitechapel in the
years immediately after Henry V’s
famous victory over the French at
Agincourt in 1415. After the Great Fire,
a new foundry site was built in 1670 on
the site of the Artichoke Coaching Inn.
In 1738 the Company moved to its
present premises in Whitechapel Road,
next to Fieldgate Street. (Just think how
rural the area would once have been!).

© By courtesy of Bev Webber (checking the
bells)

Amongst some of the famous bells cast
at Whitechapel are two in Westminster
Abbey dating from 1583 and 1598.
“Great Peter” at York Minster, weighing
in at 10 tons 13 cwt; “Great Tom” of
Lincoln Cathedral, weighing 5 tons 8 cwt
and when first hung could be heard from
13 miles away; “The clock bells” of St
Paul's Cathedral, not to mention “Big
Ben” (the largest bell cast, weighing
13tons 10 cwt) and the “Liberty Bell”.
For those of you technically minded, bell
metal is a mixture of copper and tin —
the copper being approximately one
fourth of the whole weight.

The usual number of bells in a peal is 8
(a diatonic octave — i.e. uses the notes
of a major scale). The smallest bell (the
highest in pitch) in the peal is called the

treble and descending in order of pitch,
oM 3 4™ 5N 6" 7" and Tenor (the
largest and lowest in pitch). All of course
are different sizes and weights. A full
peal is 12 bells and gives the widest
range. Perhaps you have noticed pub
signs with the names “Eight Bells”,
“Twelve Bells” and so on. From the 14"
to the 16™ centuries the method of
hanging bells was improved until
eventually each bell was mounted on a
complete wheel and controlled by a
slider and stay. From the 17" century
societies of bell ringers were formed
(e.g. the Ancient Society of College
Youths, 1637). The multiplicity of
possible “changes” on various numbers
of bells from 3 to 12 was worked out by
Fabian Stedman (1668-1677).

Over 3,000 medieval church bells are
still in use and the oldest of them are
long and narrow. Many bells have
Inscriptions cast into them, giving a
date, a text or aphorism, a dedication or
donor’'s name. Coincidentally, amongst
those listed in the Whitechapel
catalogue is a bell from Westminster
Abbey dedicated to Gabriel Goodman.
Some of you may remember in my
research for the history of Cil Owen, that
John Wyn Ffoulke's first wife was a
Mary Goodman who was the daughter
of Gawen Goodman from Ruthin.
Gabriel Goodman was Gawen
Goodman’s brother, and was Dean of
Westminster Abbey.

Within the church it was the clerk who
was responsible for checking the
clappers and ropes and warning the
churchwardens if either needed
renewing. It was the clerk who rang the
bell for memorial services, taking his
accustomed fee for so doing. His other
duties were the ringing of curfew on
feast days at the earlier time of 8pm. He
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was also responsible for ringing the
compline bell in Lent, overseeing the
tolling of the bell during high mass at the
Elevation of the Host and ringing the
bell himself at festivals. On ordinary
days, the suffragen rang the curfew at
the normal time of 9pm and he took
charge of ringing the first peal for matins
and then for evensong. The clerk rang
the second peal and both then rang the
last. Two bells were rung by the clerk
and suffragen for nones (office at the
ninth hour — about 3pm) as well as daily
at the high mass.

We forget today how important bells
were to the community at large. The
aforementioned curfew bell was rung at
9pm in the summer months and earlier
during the winter. In Peter Ackroyd’s
“London — the biography”, he paints a
vivid picture in the Capital at the time of
curfew. “When the bell of St Mary-le-
Bow in Cheapside rang curfew, followed
by the bell of St Martin’s, St Lawrence’s
& St Bride’s, the taverns were cleared,
the apprentices left their work, the lights
dimmed as rush candles were put out,
the gates of the City were locked and
bolted. Some of the apprentices
believed that the clerk of St Mary-le-
Bow kept them at work too long by
ringing too late, and according to John
Stow (Author of “Survey of London” in
1598) a rhyme was issued against:

‘Clerke of the Bow bell with the yellow
lockes

For thy late ringing thy hand shall have
knocks.’

To which the offending clerk responded:

‘Children of Cheape, hold you all still,
For you shall have Bow bells rung at
your will".

This exchange testifies to the close
relationship between all members of the
City so that everyone, for example,
knew the bell ringer with the yellow hair.
But the most striking image is perhaps
that of the dark and silent city,
barricaded against the outside world.”

Church bells tolled at the end of trading
each day, they rang on feast days, at
the time of crisis and celebration. Even
after the Reformation the church bells
continued to play an astonishingly
important part in everyday life. Young
people during the reign of Elizabeth |
and on into the Stuart era, found it an
excellent form of exercise and
“amusement”. They would sometimes
lay bets on who could pull a bell for the
longest time.

In the Anglo Saxon period, King
Athelstan in 926, made it necessary to
own a bell tower if one wanted to gain
thegnley status. This may account for
the large number of towers that exist
amongst the 400 or so surviving Saxon
churches.

Church bells were amongst the largest
objects made of bronze during the
Middle Ages. The bell founder would
have been unable to sustain a living
from this alone so he would have cast
buckles, belt fittings or pots and be
known as a girdler, a potter or bell
founder.

Archaeologists in Salisbury excavated a
bronze foundry site some years ago,
which included a bell founding pit with
some fragments of a cope (the outer
portion of the mould) in the pit bearing
iImpressions of bell surfaces, as well as
pieces of moulds for domestic vessels.
Records have shown it was the
workshop of John Barber, brazier, who
died in 1404. Very often bell foundry pits
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and the hearths for smelting the metal
have been discovered near to the
church tower. The reason being, that
the sheer weight of the bells would have
made them extremely difficult to
transport. At Winchester the bell pits for
the Norman cathedral were found a few
yards away from the bell foundry of the
Saxon cathedral.

This is a seemingly endless subject —
just a taster really, to awaken and
stimulate one’s interest, all sparked off
by a visit to the belfry at Ysceifiog.

Visit the Whitechapel Foundry website
at
http://www.whitechapelbellfoundry.co.uk

A further article will be included in the
next Newsletter updating Members of
progress.

VISIT TO CIRENCESTER — CORINIUM
ROMAN MUSEUM - ARTICLE BY
BEVERLY WEBBER, SOCIETY
ARCHIVIST

Having visited Chedworth in the early
autumn, we felt it imperative to explore
the newly refurbished Corinium Roman
Museum in Cirencester at the next
opportunity. We had arranged to stay
with my mother in Hampshire in early
November, and Cirencester being
approximately an hour’s journey away, it
seemed ideal.

What a treat the museum turned out to
be. There were state of the art
interactive computer programmes to
help interpret some of the exhibits. A
party of Primary School children were
busy drawing various displays and filling
in their questionnaires. The stately
Georgian building itself which houses
the Museum, has been fully converted
inside, and the spaces and exhibits are

well lit to enhance the spectacular
collection.

A short film gives an introduction to the
museum. One then begins a journey
through the exhibitions beginning with
the Iron Age in and around Cirencester,
showing how the folk lived, dressed and
ate with many examples of coinage,
dress ornaments and so on.

B

© Bourteéy of Bev Webber@sh of coins)

As its name suggests, the majority of
the Museum is devoted to the Roman
Era and finds from Corinium and the
surrounding area. Corinium was the
second largest City in Roman Britain
with a population of about 15,000.

© By courtesy of Bev Webber (street plan)

Some stunning mosaic work has been
uncovered during building work and
excavations in the town over many
years. Some indications as to how
mosaics might have been assembled
have been found in the form of outlines
scratched into the beddings, ready for
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the insertion of prefabricated sections. A
large pavement would entail several
months’ cartoon preparation and
prefabrication in the workshop followed
by several weeks’ work on the site.
Once a pavement and its surrounding
walls were plastered and finished the
mosaic would be cleaned using a heavy
stone with water and sand as an
abrasive. Possibly the finished mosaic
would have been waxed to enhance the
colours. The famous Corinium hare is
one of the main examples on display.

© By courtesy of Bev Webber (example of
mosaic)

The military element of the Romans is
explored with weapons, harness
accoutrements, a Roman soldier
mounted on horseback (a great
favourite with the youngsters from the
Primary school) and a barrack room
with simple furnishings.

A small courtyard garden that already
has some authentic planting will be
refurbished and replanted next year as
a new project.

Each display case had a particular
theme. Coinage with an interactive
computer display helped the visitor to
identify and recognise the different
denominations and eras. There were
examples of carved stonework,

columns, tombs and decorated
pediments. Some amazingly designed
keys and locks. A finger ring with an
intrinsic key mechanism for opening a
personal casket particularly took my
eye. What a brilliant idea! Not so good if
a thief cut off your finger to steal it
though! An enormous amount of
exquisite jewellery of all kinds

- . .
o 3 |

© By courteéy of Bev Webber ('s'tone mason)

A room inside a villa had been
reconstructed with the “Roman” family
sitting round looking rather wooden. The
chap in the group seemed to be having
a “bad hair day”. We were surmising as
to whether someone had nipped over
the wall and pulled the wig over his eyes
for a dare.

Anglo Saxon Cirencester was well
represented too, with weapons, pottery,
combs and jewellery. The remains of 29
cremation urns had been excavated in
Butler’'s Field nearby. These dated from
the late 5" to the 6" Century AD. There
were possibly others which had been
destroyed by ploughing. An Anglo
Saxon burial known as “Lady Getty”, on
account of the richness of the grave
goods, had been reconstructed. An
interactive computer programme
stripped back the present reconstruction
to the original discovery and one was
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invited to excavate and ask questions
on dating, conservation and the
positioning of the articles found within
the grave. Some quite wonderful

jewellery and accessories had been
found.

© By courtesy of Bev Webber (example of
burial)

Other Anglo Saxon finds showed strong
trading links to Europe and beyond.
Amber beads from the Baltic, pendant
glass from Kent, cowry shells that are
found no closer than the Red Sea,
amethyst beads imported from the
eastern Mediterranean and possibly
India. Uncut garnets found in a purse
were probably imported from India and
Sri Lanka.

Interestingly Roman objects are often
found in Anglo Saxon graves. Possibly
these are heirlooms, or have simply
been found and valued for their beauty
and reused.

Cirencester was occupied by the Viking
“Great Army” in 879 AD. Not many
objects from this period have come to
light.

The medieval galleries were well
presented with displays about the
Abbey, Parish Church, High Cross and
the Weavers’ Hall. Carved stonework,
tombstones, pilgrim badges, signet
rings, carved ivory or bone figures and

decorated floor tiles represented the
religious side of the town. A folding
candle holder was a surprising recent
find.

A number of well preserved Tudor
brasses showed the connection with
wealth and the wool trade in
Cirencester. A magnificent portrait of
John Coxwell had been painted in 1614
when he was 98 years old. He died at
the age of 101 in 1618, after falling from
his horse! Other secular artefacts on
show were pottery, buckles, thimbles,
spurs, keys, mathematical dividers and
sheep shears.

|
© By courtesy of Bev Webber (example of
brasses)

Finally, during the Civil War period two
notable caches of coins had been
buried. The Ashbrook Hoard comprising
347 silver coins was discovered in 1935.
The other — the Weston-sub-Edge
Hoard of 307 silver and 2 gold coins
was found in 1981.

| can’t recommend the museum too
highly. My mother enjoyed it too—
though she didn’'t rate the scones in
Jack’s Café!

LECTURE - ‘ARCHAEOLOGY IN
ISRAEL’ — JULIE ELLIS — 3 JANUARY

2007

Members were presented with a
detailed account of the exploits of Julie,
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a professional archaeologist, as part of
her regular digging trips to Israel.

© By 'c"'ourtesy of Maria Blagojevic (Julie giving
her lecture)

Julie began her lecture by giving the
background of how she had come into
archaeology and her fascination with the
near east, especially the biblical stories
which she was researching as part of
her ongoing professional development.
Part of her interest was to try and
establish whether archaeology could
assist in confirming the stories
contained in the Bible and the migration
of the ‘chosen’ people.

She told us of her experiences whilst
digging at the famous Megiddo site.

© By courtesy of Megiddo Expedition website
(view of Megiddo site)

Megiddo was an archaeologically
unparalleled site where one could
literally see and touch and be inspired

by monuments from biblical times. Its
stormy history covered over six
millennia from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic
period in the 7" millennium BCE to the
Persian period in the mid-first
millennium BCE. It is the only site in the
Land of the Bible with remains of thirty
cities built one on top of the other.

The site exhibits an
number of monuments

unparalleled
including

fortifications, temples, palaces, water
systems and other public edifices.
Megiddo appeared in both the Old
Testament and New Testament (as
Armageddon). It had been the scene of
many battles that had decided the fate
of nations and empires.

© y courtey f Megiddo Expedition website
(Level F10 Late Bronze Age)

The site had been excavated for over a
century, starting on 1 April 1903, and
had become the cradle of archaeology
in Israel, the source of and answer to
almost every problem relating to the
Bronze and Iron Ages in the Holy Land.
It was unique in providing intensive
information on city planning in antiquity.
The site is linked to numerous great
figures in world history including King
Solomon of Israel, King Josiah of late-
monarchic Judah, Pharaohs Thutmose
[ll, Shishak and Necho of Egypt and
Kings Tiglath-pileser Il and Esarhaddon
of Assyria.



The finds at the site had been
exceptional with statuettes, inscriptions,
Ivories and numerous types of pottery.

The Chair thanked Julie for the
fascinating insight into field and biblical
archaeology.

MORTUARY CHESTS — ARTICLE BY
BEVERLY WEBBER, SOCIETY
ARCHIVIST

During a recent visit to Winchester
Cathedral just before Christmas, | was
chatting to one of the guides about the
famous Mortuary Chests. | first learned
about them during a memorable school
trip to the Cathedral when | was 12.
These chests contain the bones of
some of the old Saxon and Danish
monarchs of Wessex and England, as
well as some early Bishops of

Winchester. Originally the Saxon Kings
were buried in the Saxon ‘Old Minster’,
which stood just to the north of the
present cathedral.

s e A -?fqir:.
© By courtesy of Beverly Webber (Winchester
Cathedral)

When the old building was pulled down,
the Royal remains were exhumed and
deposited in mortuary chests around St
Swithun’s shrine in the present
cathedral building. The bones were
revered as holy relics. Because their
status was somewhat unofficial they
survived the destruction at the
Dissolution of the Monasteries and were
placed in their present position,

arranged around the top of the chancel
screen. The named monarchs are King
Cyneqils 611-672,King Cenwalh 643-
672, King Egbert 802-839, King
Ethelwulf 839-858, King Canute 1016-
1035 (of wave fame) and his Queen
Emma. Bishop Alwyn 1032-1047,
Bishop Stigand 1047-1070. Lastly a
Norman King, William Il (Rufus) 1087-
1100 who of course, was killed whilst
out hunting in the New Forest by an
arrow shot by Sir Walter Tyrell. Was it
an accident or was it deliberate?
There’s one of history’s unanswered
mysteries — a possible case for the
“Cold Case Squad”?

Chests)

According to the Cathedral guide the
bones within the chests are mixed up,
So it is not certain which individual’s
remains lie within each of the boxes.
Meetings have been held to seek
permission to open up the mortuary
chests so that DNA from the bones may
be extracted. If the procedure is
successful it would be hoped to verify
the identity of the disparate sets of
bones and match up and replace the
bones within the appropriate chests.
Locally it has been agreed for this to go
ahead. However, nationally it is causing
problems and the wheels of committees
move very slowly. It could be some
years before any decision is reached.
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YSCEIFIOG ARCHIVES UPDATE BY
BEVERLY WEBBER, SOCIETY
ARCHIVIST

| thought that members of SAAS may be
interested to know how | have been
progressing with my archival findings for
our excavations at Ysceifiog.

As some of you may know, the owner
has carried out some quite thorough
historical research over a number of
years. She has been kind enough to let
me see and borrow her copious, well
organised notes, copies of deeds,
documents and wills gathered thus far.

A trip in November to Aberysywyth gave
me the opportunity to undertake some
of my own research in the National
Library. | came across a will from
1743/4 which was of interest and a deed
from 1782. | consulted some other likely
documents, including an early map of
1718 and a description of boundaries of
properties around Ysceifiog from 1588,
but none of these specifically mentioned
the property by name. Previously in the
Record Office at Hawarden, | had
consulted the 1849 Tithe Map and its
accompanying schedule, as well as an
Enclosure Award map and schedule
from 1805. | noted down the Hearth Tax
returns from 1670 as this names the
householders from Ysceifiog.

The entry for Ysceifiog in Edward
Liwyd’'s “Parochialia” gives one some
interesting background to the village for
1699. On the Internet | was able to
access all the Census returns for the
property from 1901 back to 1841.

The St Asaph Notitiae is also available
on the net. This lists all parishioners
from every parish in the Diocese of St
Asaph. It was compiled in 1681 and

1685. Hopefully if I can find a document
for that period with a specific
owner/tenant for Hazel's property, they
will appear on the list of parishioners for
Ysceifiog as well as in the Hearth Tax
returns. One might even be able to pin
down the name of the person who lost
the shoe buckle from 1684!

LECTURE — RECENT EXCAVATIONS
AT LLANDEGAI, BANGOR -
NEOLITHIC TO ROMAN - JANE
KENNEY, GWYNEDD
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST

Members were treated to an enthralling
lecture by Jane on the recent
excavations in advance of the
expansion of the Llandygai Industrial
Estate. The area lies close to the site
where archaeological monuments of
national importance had been
discovered during the 1960s. These

included an early Neolithic house, later
Neolithic ceremonial monuments — two
henges and a cursus, Early Bronze Age
burials, an Iron Age house followed by
Romano-British activity nearby and an
early Medieval cemetery.

© By courtesy f"Maria Blagojevic (Chair
introducing Jane)

The site had already vyielded a
considerable amount of very important
archaeology. This included an early
Neolithic post-built house, very like the
one excavated in the 1960s, early
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Neolithic pottery, two groups of pits
containing Later Neolithic pottery,

Bronze Age burnt mounds, a late Iron
Age to Romano-British roundhouse with
associated ditches, and other pits of
probable prehistoric date.

t..af i e,
© By courtesy of RCAH MW (site of excavation)

Jane described in detail the early
Neolithic house - a timber post
structure, where eight substantial
postholes formed two parallel lines
down the middle of the building. Small
sherds of early Neolithic pottery had
been recovered from several of the
postholes along with pieces of flint,
including a broken portion of a finely
worked  arrowhead; the  pottery
associated with the house was ‘Irish
Sea ware’ dating to the Early Neolithic
(4500-3900BC).  Similar pottery was

found in the 1960s dig.

© By courtesy of Gwynedd Archaeological
Trust (arrowhead)

On a north facing slope, part of late
prehistoric and possibly Romano-British
settlement had been discovered.
Remains of two round houses had been
found with several ditches, thought to be
contemporary. These defined a series
of ditches.

The better preserved of the two houses
had a drainage gully running around its
uphill side and it was likely that
additional drains would have been laid
under the floor of the house.

The discovery of a hearth, some slag
and a small piece of furnace lining and
some metalworking evidence had
suggested the existence of a furnace,
but no definite proof had yet been
confirmed.

Further east, up the hill, another curving
gully identified the second round house.
Several finds had been made including
a broken stone spindle whorl.

A number of burnt mounds had been
found on the site, with two located within
a wet area of ground where the slope
levelled off to a wide natural terrace
before falling down to the river below. It
comprised of a roughly horseshoe
shaped spread of burnt stone and
charcoal surrounding and partially
overlapping an oval trough.
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© By courtesy of Gwynedd Archaeological
Trust (burnt mound where water would have
been used for cooking or ?bathing)

Water would have been heated in the
trough using stones heated on a fire.
The stones were added to the water
and, after cooling, were then thrown
aside, resulting in a mount of discarded,
reddened, cracked stone. Debate was
still on going whether food was cooked
in the trough, or bathing, but this has not
as yet been established.

The mounds date to the middle to later
Bronze Age (1200-800BC). No
artefacts had been found, but samples
of charcoal had been radiocarbon
dated.

The henges had proved to be Neolithic,
one containing an Iron Age house and
the other containing a Neolithic House.
The henges were thought to be part of a
great ceremonial complex including the
henge circles and the cursus below.

Jane showed slides of some of the
amazing finds, including beautifully
crafted blue glass beads which were
likely to be late Iron Age or Romano-
British. Lots of pottery had also been
unearthed including Samian Roman
pottery, prehistoric pottery  and
Peterborough Ware.

A cache of small blue beads (230)
together with 15 long red beads, which
had never been worn, had been found
in one of the little pits.

By courtesy of Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
(blue glass beads in situ)

There had been no comparisons found
anywhere else, so this has proved to be
an exciting and unique find. Also found
was an exquisite blue enamelled box,
measuring 3% cms, containing soft
beeswax; it is thought to be a Roman
seal box. The site was very near the
Roman road that leads to Segontium
and one can speculate why these items
were found in this area.

Jane, was thanked on behalf of
Members, for the fascinating insight into
this exciting site whose life stretched
from Early Neolithic, through Iron and
Bronze Ages, Medieval and into
Romano-British.

Visit the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
Website for more information at:
www.heneb.co.uk/llandegaiweblog/lland
yqgaiintro.html.

ELWY BANK, HIGH STREET, ST
ASAPH

Members of the Society have brought to
our attention work being undertaken on
the external facia of Elwy Bank, High
Street, St Asaph. The work had been
going on for a few weeks and already a
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huge environmental improvement had
been noted.

The Society was unsure of what was
happening to the murals within the
building, but hope that there will be
some restoration work undertaken.

© By courtesy of Beverly Webber (work
ongoing at Elwy Bank)

An article explaining what had been
happening at Elwy Bank had been
included in the latest version of St
Asaph’s City Times.

RECENT EXCAVATIONS

Information has recently been received
of a small excavation at the Old Café at
the bottom of High Street, St Asaph.
The Society would be interested to hear
of any information available on the
project. If anyone has any information,
please contact any of the Committee
Members.

SAAS WEBSITE

Don’t forget to visit the SAAS Website
which contains lots of information. The
Website can be accessed on the
following address:
http:www.stasaph/co.uk/archaeology.

Suggestions and ideas for the Website
are welcome from all our Members so
don’t be shy, send us your thoughts.

FUTURE EVENTS

The new 2006/07 Programme has been
distributed and included are a number of
interesting speakers. We look forward
to seeing you. If you have not received
a programme contact the Society’'s
Secretary who will be happy to send you
a copy. If you wish to put forward ideas
for visits and/or speakers please let us
know.

CHANGE OF LECTURE: Please note
that the Lecture on 7 March 2007 will
now be ‘Drovers of North Wales’ by
Mary Davies and not ‘Ordnance
Survey 1806 in North Wales’ by David
Richards. David’'s Lecture will be
postponed to a later date in the year.

COURSE - MEDIAEVAL
ARCHAEOLOGY BY FIONA GALE

The first part of the Course commenced
on 3 February with 23 people enrolling.
The dates for the remainder of the
Course are 3 March and 14 April, 2007
(this being a field trip which will take us
around North Wales to experience some
of the fascinating places that Fiona had
already explained to us in detail).

As can be expected from Fiona and her
extensive knowledge of this subject, the
Course has already whetted our
appetites and we look forward greatly to
3 March. A huge amount of information
was imparted to the Group with
interesting and thought provoking slides,
with lots of questions being asked and
responded to.

The cost of the course is £85 with the
usual concessions at half price. If you
are interested please contact Maria as
soon as possible as places will be
limited.

MEMBERSHIP
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Our membership now stands at 45 paid
up Members. Any outstanding subs
should be paid as soon as possible.

Anyone wishing to become a Member or
just interested to make contact and
attend an event, please contact one of
the Society’s officers listed below.

E MAIL ADDRESSES

The Secretary of the Society is updating
her list of e mail addresses and would
be grateful if you could e mail her with
your most up to date address. Thanks

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chair: Andrew Thomas, 27 Bishops
Walk, St Asaph LL17 OSU Tel:
01745 583100;
Andrew.thomas6@which.net

Sec: Maria Blagojevic, 67 Ashley Court,
St Asaph LL17 OPL Tel: 07767705100;
mblag@gotadsl.co.uk

Treas: David Casemore, Dyffryn Aur,
Glascoed Road Tel: 01745 582411;
casemore@dcasemore.freeserve.co.uk

Archivist: Beverly Webber, Hilltop,
Chester Street, St Asaph LL17 ORE
Tel: 01745 583980
bevandclive.flutinet@fsmail.net

Equipment Registrar: Sue Brown Tel:
01352 713252



