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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Happy New Year to all our Members and
welcome to the Society’'s February
Newsletter.

Following the Society’s Annual General
Meeting the Winter Season started with a
talk by Richard Suggett, on Discovering
the Oldest Houses in Wales. The Lecture
was very successful with a good
attendance by Members. We have a
number of interesting Lectures, Digs and
Visits for the coming months.

| am also happy to report that the Society
has been awarded a Lottery Grant
Awards for Wales Grant. The Society will
now be able to purchase some IT
equipment together with some ‘digging’
equipment.

The Society is still looking for sites within
the area for its forthcoming season’s dig,
so if you know of anyone who wishes us
to investigate please let us know.

The Training Course ‘Archaeology of
North East Wales, has successfully
concluded. Participants would like to
thank Fiona Gale for once again providing
a fascinating and interesting insight into
the archaeology that we proudly possess
and especially for the excellent field trips,
which proved very constructive in helping

us to understand what lies beneath our
feet. Thanks Fiona and perhaps we can
do it again!!!

The Newsletter this month has a number
of pictures. The Committee felt that
Members would be interested in seeing
some of the subjects that the Society has
covered during this period. We hope you
enjoy them and if you wish to include any
of your own pictures please let us know.

“DISCOVERING THE OLDEST
HOUSES IN WALES” — LECTURE BY
RICHARD SUGGETT, ROYAL
COMMISSION ON THE ANCIENT
HOUSES AND MONUMENTS |IN
WALES - 2 NOVEMBER 2005

Richard set out to explain some of the
work of the Royal Commission and took
us on a journey through different
architectural features and styles that give
a guide to dating old buildings.

The Royal Commission on Ancient and
Historical Monuments in Wales holds a
large number of aerial photographs of
Wales, their purpose is to record the
landscape and also be able to pinpoint
possible anomalies on the ground that
would lead to archaeological features.
The city of St Asaph featured in one such
photograph.

The Regency wall paintings at Elwy Bank
in the High Street in St Asaph were cited
as being of National importance. They
were the only known surviving paintings
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of their kind. Originally the idea was to
emulate “real” portraits and paintings that
would have hung on the wall.

We were encouraged to look at buildings
in the light of “not judging a book by its
cover”. Alterations over the years could
completely obscure earlier phases of a
house. Looking in the roof space could
often reveal secrets from the past.

Quite a number of houses had date
inscriptions before 1600. Bach-y-Graig, a
late 16™ Century brick house near
Tremeirchion, was built for Richard
Clough between 1567 and 1569. He had
been much influenced by the Flemish
style during his years working abroad.
The bricks were imported and the house
was a most unusual design, completely
breaking away from the traditional
medieval layout of a high status dwelling.

The bare bones of an early building could
remain hidden and disguised. The
underlying structure was revealed only
when a building became derelict. Waen
Farm, nearby, was an example of a late
medieval dwelling with cruck beams that
had been successfully tree-ring dated. It
had now been restored sensitively by the
owners.

The majority of timber framed buildings
were eventually encased in stone. Highly
skilled craftsmen constructed cruck
trusses; some of who would use very
stylised carving for decoration. The
domestic form of the medieval cruck
building followed a distinct plan and was
evenly distributed throughout Wales.

During renovation, some fascinating
objects had been found concealed within
the fabric of some early buildings. An
immaculate pair of kid gloves was
discovered within the wattle and daub of

one house, and these can now be seen in
the Museum in Cardiff. In a hall house
near Ruthin a perfectly preserved piece of
parchment came to light. At Althrey Hall a
Welsh Poem had been concealed. A
mystery object approximately 6” long,
possibly resembling a paintbrush with a
separate cap is still waiting to be
identified. We were invited to put forward
any suggestions to its likely use or
function. It was only recently that
historians and archaeologists had
realised that garments and other
treasured possessions were deposited in
a house during construction or alteration,
to bring “good luck”. These were of
considerable interest in their own right.

In the castles and other grand buildings
such as churches, timber would be
masquerading as stone in the form of
enormous arched trusses. Some of these
date to the second half of the 13"
Century. Those in Harlech Castle had
been dated to the late 13" Century.

The process of dating timber, known as
dendrochronology or tree ring dating, was
a very exact science compared with radio
carbon dating. The felling date of a tree
could be accurately dated to either the
spring or autumn of a particular year.
Climatologists and dendrochronologists
work in conjunction with one another as
specialists to help archaeologists and
historians in their quest for dating that
could support archival findings, such as in
the case of a building. The Oxford
Dendro-dating Laboratory, Dan Miles and
Michael Worthington had established a
complete database for Wales beginning
with bog oaks and continuing all the way
through to living trees.

Richard, on his quest for early timber
framed buildings in Wales, had not, so
far, been able to date any domestic
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building earlier than 1402. Why was this?
Between 1400 and 1410 Owain Glyndwr
had led a revolt against the English.
Towns and houses under the jurisdiction
of the Marcher Lords were burned to the
ground and the land “was wasted”. Once
the rebellion had been crushed, the King
along with the Marcher Lords made
reprisals against those Welsh who had
supported Owain Glyndwr. Consequently
further destruction took place. The result
of the rebellion was that larger houses,
built at the earliest dates would have
been destroyed because of their wealth
and support for the Marcher Lords.
Smaller dwellings would have been built
later, so a number of these have
survived. However, there must be some
domestic buildings still surviving, awaiting
discovery, hidden beneath alterations that
would break that 1400 barrier back to the
1300’s.

Amongst the grander timber framed
houses, “conspicuous consumption” was
the name of the game to impress peers
and neighbours. The Luttrell Psalter
portrays a scene of feasting with the Lord
and Lady in their finery in the hall. Poetry
described feasting. Bards and minstrels
were employed to entertain and flatter
and spread the word about the finery to
others. At Cotehele in Cornwall, there
was a marvellous carving on a tester of a
crwth (does anyone know the English
translation of this word — if you do please
let us know) and a harp. All establishing
evidence of the importance of the arts
and impressing one’s neighbours!

Bryndraenog in Radnorshire was given as
a very fine example with similar roof
timber construction to Westminster Hall.
Some cruck beams in Gentry houses
were simply enormous statements, out of
all proportion for the necessity of
structure. Some beams had quatrefoil

decoration imitating patterns on the
coinage of the period.

Generally, gentry timber framed houses
reached their peak between 1450 and
1500. Peasant hall houses were a little
later around 1500 to 1550. There were
literally  hundreds of farmhouses
containing disguised hall houses, many of
which had been contracted to one single
bay. In one particular medieval hall house
near Montgomery, archaeologists had
uncovered the tips of hurdles that would
have formed cattle stalls at the time when
humans and cattle were sharing the same
dwelling.

An interesting point as regards finds in
Welsh medieval houses is that there
appears to be no pottery finds at all. The
houses had either been thoroughly
cleaned/stripped or else they possibly
would have been using wooden vessels.
In English houses of similar date there
was a great deal of pottery and other
ephemera.

Since the Second World War, a great
number of old buildings had either fallen
into disrepair or disappeared altogether.
Farm buildings such as barns had been
“converted”, and not always
sympathetically, thus losing their history.
Redevelopment too, in town centres had
cleared away many older buildings.

In Mid-Wales box framed buildings were
the style rather than cruck construction.
Timber mullions had been dated to 1575.
Richard showed us slides of a wonderful
example of a porch at Old Impton near
Presteign built in 1542. The carvings on
the jetty of the porch showed intricate
details of carpenters’ tools. Further fine
examples of a “green man” and a
carpenter’'s hand from Upper Dolley at
Presteigne were shown. Around this date
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was the high point of carpentry in Wales.
A carpenter was a highly skilled
craftsman and valued for his work. He
would have been able to command
suitable recompense for his work, earning
more than a cleric! We know this, apart
from accounts of the period, through
poets who praised their work.

So, what was the earliest timber framed
house in Wales, discovered so far? In the
Wye Valley near Pilleth in the Lordship of
Brecon, was a house with a cusp cruck
with a felling date for the timber of the
Summer of 1402. That magic date for a
domestic building before 1400 had still to
be found.

Richard had recently begun investigating
some early churches in Wales. An
opportunity to climb up to the roof
presented itself whilst work was being
carried out to a church in Llanidloes. A
close-up slide of a carved medieval angel
gave us a unique view, one not usually
experienced at such close quarters. This
was a project that the Royal Commission
would like to pursue in the future.

Richard Suggett had recently completed
a tour de force of a book. It was the
survey of over 1,000 timber framed
domestic buildings throughout
Radnorshire. It was very finely presented
with  photographs and maps and
references. A comprehensive and
authoritative reference book for anyone
interested in the subject.

A first class lecture presented by an
approachable enthusiast and expert in his
field, well worth waiting for those extra six
months!

HIDDEN CACHES
(Article by Bev and Clive Webber)

Further to Richard Suggett's talk, he
mentioned the discovery of concealed
objects found within the fabric of
buildings. During the early autumn we
went to an exhibition on that very subject.
It was in the Museum of the Iron Age in
Andover, Hampshire. Apparently it had
been a tradition over many hundreds of
years to conceal objects near openings of
buildings during their construction. This
was supposed to act as a good luck
charm for the building, and protect the
openings from evil spirits. The usual
places for concealing objects were inside
the chimney, above windows, above
doorways and under the threshhold. The
practice was still continuing in some parts
of Britain until as late as the 1950'’s.

Garments had been a favourite to insert
into openings. Clothing from the late
1500’s and 1600’s in excellent condition
(once the grime of ages had been
removed) had been discovered.
Children's clothes and shoes from later
times had surfaced. Bottles, letters,
keepsakes, horseshoes, nails, books and
unidentified mysterious objects had all
been discovered.

No doubt numerous other caches had
been found, but not valued for their
purpose and just thrown away, with no
further thought as to their meaning.

It is worth spreading the word about this
practice, especially if you know of anyone
renovating a house. All kinds of artefacts
could be lost through ignorance, and
many could be of importance in shedding
more light on the history of a house.

There is a website for those of you living
in the 21° Century:
www.concealedgarments.org
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DENDRODATING AT CIL OWEN

Having raised the necessary sum to go
ahead with the dendrodating of the cruck
beams at Cil Owen, the Society had been
waiting for a number of months for the
expert to examine them and give a verdict
as to the feasibility of carrying out the
work. Richard Suggett then arranged for
the Oxford Dendrodating Laboratory to
look at the site on 2 November 2005.

Andrew Thomas and Beverly Webber
agreed to meet Richard Suggett and the
dendrodater in the Cathedral car park.
Michael Worthington was the gentleman
from the Oxford Laboratory. Beverly
spotted him immediately as having been
on "Time Team" in the past.

The group then proceeded to Cil Owen.
On looking at some felled oak trees that
had been lying on the site for some time
as well as the cruck beams and surveying
the general terrain and lie of the land,
Michael pronounced that it would not be
possible to tree ring date the cruck beams
after all. The reason being that given the
fertility of the soil and the relatively warm
and moist climate in that area had meant
that the trees had all grown too fast to
have gained enough rings to date
successfully. The "fingerprint" was too
blurred to gain an accurate reading from
the database. It may be of some comfort
to know that Cornwall and parts of
Shropshire are equally impossible parts
of Britain to carry out accurate
dendrodating, owing to a similarly lush
climate.

Michael Worthington doesn't think that
anyone can tell the date of a tree by just
looking at it. Possibly woodsmen who
work with trees all their lives can get to
know the approximate age by looking at
specimens in their area. For other folk it

has to be tree ring dating to give
accuracy. Michael gave the analogy of
buying a houseplant and placing it in an
unsuitable dark corner of a room: it grows
very slowly. Alternatively a similar plant
placed in a bright position would flourish
and grow quickly.

The database that the  Oxford
Dendrodating Laboratory has compiled
for Great Britain begins with bog oaks
and continues all the way through to living
trees. The team works worldwide and has
done a lot of successful tree ring dating in
California, where the drier climate gives
excellent results.

For our Society the news that the climate
was against the possibility of dating the
cruck beams was a disappointment. It
had been hoped to verify that the barn at
Cil Owen was older than the house, and
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had possibly been an earlier dwelling on
the site.

Richard Suggett did give us some comfort
by saying that Michael Worthington would
not carry out dating if he felt the result
would not be an accurate enough one.
Other less scrupulous tree ring daters
would attempt to do the work and charge
one for an unsatisfactory or very
approximate result.

The Society was very grateful for Richard
Suggett's help.

COURSE “ARCHAEOLOGY OF NORTH
EAST WALES” — 5 NOVEMBER 2005
Nine Members of the Society undertook
the Course that was run by the University
of Wales Bangor’s Lifelong Learning Unit
and led by Fiona Gale, County
Archaeologist, Denbighshire  County
Council.

The first day of the course held on 8
October 2005 had been fully reported in
the November Newsletter.

The second day of the course was held
on 5 November 2005, when the Group
was taken on a half day field trip to Llyn
Brenig Archaeological sites. The morning
proved to be very wet and windy but did
not deter the intrepid bunch. The first
place of interest was a visit to Boncyn
Arian (Money Hillock), known as Brenig
45.

If Members require more information on
the archaeological site at Llyn Brenig, this
is available on:
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/celynog/llyn

brenig.htm

This was a Bronze Age burial mound
which covered a complex series of stake-
circles and a dry-stone wall and
surrounded a central grave, used about
1600BC. The mound was built over it
covering the stakes and walling and
retained by a low wooden palisade. A
little later, six cremation burials were
inserted into the mound, two of them in
urns. One of these urns contained little
but the burnt ear-bones of an infant, a
strange ritual burial. There were three
more Bronze Age barrows on the other
side of the lake from Boncyn Arian. They
were built of turves, still recognizable
when the mounds were sectioned and
covered central burials with complex
circles of stakes. The Group then went
on to visit the Ring Cairn close by and
known as Brenig 44. This was a
ceremonial monument in use throughout
the 400 year history of the cemetery.
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A low, well built, stone ring was
surrounded by a circle of posts. The
posts were perhaps originally carved but
no evidence survives. The rituals
practiced here, from about 1680BC seem
to have included the burial of charcoal in
pits, some under a small, semi-circular
cairn inside the ring wall. The Ring Cairn
was not primarily a burial monument and
it was not until 140 years had passed that
the first cremation burial was placed in
the centre. Later, two cremation urns
were buried on the north east inside the
ring wall. They contained the cremated
remains of three individuals and one of
them also contained a small pot, a burnt
flint knife and two pottery ‘ear plugs’ — no
doubt the possession of the dead. Due to
the inclement weather it was decided to
move on to Denbigh Castle and the Town
Walls, but the Group would -certainly
recommend the Archaeological Trail to
Members. An extremely interesting site
with lots to see.

The Group reassembled at the Car Park
at Denbigh Castle. The weather had now
started to clear up slightly and the Group
was feeling a little less damp. Fiona
explained the history of the Castle, which
had been built by King Edward 1 as part
of his ‘ring of castles’ built to encircle and
subdue the native Welsh in the late 13"
Century. Built on an impressive hill top,
Edward 1 was not the first castle builder
to make use of this strategically important
site. The Welsh actually had a
fortification on the rocky hilltop, at least as
early as the start of the 13" Century and
it was probably still occupied by the
powerful Prince of Gwynedd when
Edward stormed Wales and crushed the
unruly Welsh in 1282.

The castle was primarily built of limestone
and sandstone and whilst now in ruins,
the architecture is still very impressive.

Almost immediately after Edward 1
defeated the Welsh freedom fighters, he
initiated the second phase of his great
castle building programme. The Lordship
and Castle were granted to Henry de
Lacy, Earl of Lincoln and one of the
King’'s more successful military leaders.
We can credit de Lacy with the
establishment of the fortress that we see
today.

The entrance to the Castle was by its
imposing gatehouse. The Castle
essentially was built in two phases. The
Group then toured the Castle, with Fiona
detailing the construction process of the
castle walls and the buildings within the
castle surrounds — the kitchen — which
has two massive fireplaces, the great hall,
the various towers — White Chamber
Tower, Kitchen Tower and Goblin Tower
and a very fine building thought to be a
chapel. The east curtain wall of the
castle was very impressive.

Within the chapel area were three carved
figures — a maiden, a lion and goat or
lamb.

Below is a photo of the lion’s head.
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The large green area of the Inner Ward is
now a large empty area which once must
have bustled with activity during the
Middle Ages. Around the perimeter are
the ruins of various buildings. Lengths of
wall walks have been preserved and are
accessible for visitors to overlook the
Kitchen Tower as well as to experience
the marvellous views of the surrounding
countryside and the castle.

A water colour showing the extent of the
Castle and its boundaries is on show at
Wrexham Museum and was well worth
seeing. Society Members were able to
view the picture on their recent visit to
see the Mold Gold Cape. It is a stunning
water colour.

In the grounds there was a large well
which supplied the Castle with its water.
It was believed that John de Lacy’s eldest
son fell off the battlement and plunged to
his death in the well.

Some time ago ‘Supernatural Encounters
Association, visited the Castle to
undertake a vigil at the so called haunted
ruins and it was said that there were a
number of ghosts that haunt the Castle
and its grounds. A full report can be
found on the BBC's Website at:
www.bbc.co.uk/wales/northeast/quide
s/weird/ghosts/pages/denbigh virgil.s
html .

The Group went on to look at the sally
port, a curious feature once defended
with a portcullis and murder holes with
the Red Tower beyond. What was this
used for? It was used to allow rapid and
undetected passage to and from the
Castle, with the hope that enemy soldiers
would not have known of the sally port’s
location.

To appreciate the splendor of Denbigh
Castle a walk around the exterior was
essential to appreciate the fine masonry
walling and the ruined towers.
Unfortunately the Group did not have time
to walk the outside walls of the Castle.

The next phase of the Field Trip was a
walk around the Town Walls which run for
almost two thirds of a mile. The eastern
section was particularly fine  with
defences provided by the Countess and
Goblin Towers. The walls were erected
simultaneously with the Castle’s outer
western and southern walls between
1282 and 1294. The gates and Salient at
Goblin Tower were 14" Century, as were
the rooms in the Countess Tower. Also
of note was Goblin Well, this was found at
the bottom of a long stairwell. The Group
did not descend due to the very slippery
conditions on the day.
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The tour concluded with a visit to the
Burgess Gate which consisted of a
vaulted entrance passage with a gate at
the centre and a portcullis in front of it.
Further along was the Exchequer Gate
which no longer stands to any great
height and is represented only by its
excavated foundations, which show a
twin-towered gate of rectangular plan at
the base, probably round-fronted at first
floor level and looking very similar to the
Burgess Gate.

Walking back to the Car Park, the Group
came to a lone Tower, the only reminder
of the medieval chapel which offered
services to the Castle and the Town.
Better known as St Hilary’s, and
completed by 1305, the chapel stood
almost midway between the Castle
gatehouse and the northernmost face of
the Town’s walling. Only the fine fortified
Tower had survived the demolition of the
chapel in 1923. Interestingly in the late
13™ Century a Carmelite Friary was set
up in the town. Remains could be seen
close to the Town End crossroads.

The Group returned to St Asaph, where
Fiona presented a lecture on the Romans
— AD50-400. Slides were shown which
showed the location of Roman forts and
camps with reference being made to the
reasons why Wales was so important to

the Romans. This was mainly due to
mineral wealth and agriculture. A number
of well established sites had been
discovered in Wales. With particular
reference to North Wales — an extensive
building complex had been discovered at
Pentre Oakenholt near Flint; lead mining
on Halkyn Mountain in Clwyd; Ruthin;
possibility of a fort in or near St Asaph;
tle making at Holt, Wrexham; Mineral
mines on Prestatyn Hillside and the
Roman Baths and various other areas
including Rhuddlan and Firith.

Information on how the Romans
developed roads within Wales and their
use of ‘marchingg camps were
considered. Recently a possible new
camp had been identified at Pen Pleanau
on the Berwyn slopes to the east of
Llandrillo, where some clavicula gates
had been identified by Waddelove who
had apparently identified the same
feature in Ruthin.

It should be noted that the 20™ Legion
was based in Chester and operated in
this part of Wales with tiles bearing their
insignia found at the Roman Baths in
Prestatyn.

Discussion ensued about the relationship
of the local native tribe Deceangli and the
Romans and how they existed together,
whether hillforts were reused or did the
native tribe begin to use Roman pottery,
tools etc.

The last day of the Course would be held
on 3 December 2005 — see report on
Page 11.

VISIT TO WREXHAM MUSEUM TO
VIEW THE MOLD GOLD CAPE,
BURTON HOARD AND LECTURE ON
ENGINEERING AT STONEHENGE - 1
DECEMBER 2005
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Six Members of the Society visited
Wrexham Museum to listen to a lecture
on engineering at Stonehenge and then
on to see the Mold Gold Cape and the
Burton Hoard.

The Lecture, given by Gordon Pipes, one
of the founders of ‘Stonehengineers’ and
consultant to Channel 5's ‘Stonehenge
Live’ focused on the experimentation of
how our ancestors managed to erect
Stonehenge and the movement of the
stones to the site. The Lecture was
interesting and detailed a number of
experiments carried out with stone and
wood using various means of lifting and
rolling mechanisms. These allowed the
least amount of manpower to move huge
stones weighing hundreds of tons.

Following the lecture, Members were able
to view the Mold Cape, one of Britain’s
most famous and iconic ancient artefacts.
The cape was discovered on 11 October
1833 when a gang of labourers were
removing a mound of stone just to the
south of Mold. The Cape had been
thrown into a nearby hedge with
instruction to the workers from Mr
Langford, land tenant and director of
operations, ‘to bring it with them when
they returned for dinner’. The Cape had
been crushed and partially torn up and
some fragments distributed. The greater
portion was sold by Langford to the
British Museum some three years later,
since when it had been a constant
highpoint of the prehistoric display.
Smaller fragments had since come to
light but other bits remain lost and some
were converted into modern jewelry.

The Cape had enclosed the decayed
remains of a human skeleton and the
early account also refers to a ‘quantity’ of
amber beads, strips of bronze and

second gold object which unfortunately
did not survive.

The burial cairn was known as Bryn yr
Ellyllon — Hill of the Fairies or Goblins. In
local folklore there was the account that
sometime before the discovery a woman
of the district had witnessed a spectre, a
man of large size cloaked in gold, at the
‘witching hour’, The. figure had passed
across the road in front of her and
disappeared into the mound!!!!

There had been some debate around the
date and identification of the cape, but it
was now generally been agreed that it
was a mantle of a woman of distinction
from the Early Bronze Age 1900-1600BC.

On display with the cape was the Burton
collection of 14 pieces of gold and bronze
jewelry and ceramic tools, which was
found in a field near Wrexham by three
metal detectorists in 2002. The collection
had been buried for 3,000 years and had
recently been declared as treasure trove.
The collection included a torc, bracelet, a
necklace pendant and a collection of
beads and rings, all made of gold. The
quality of the workmanship displayed on
the gold bracelet was stunning and the
pendant was unique. The twisted gold
wire bracelet and the pendant, made of
spiralled goldwire and forming a long
bead shape, were rare within Britain.
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One or two similar objects had been
found in north-western France.

Buried alongside the hoard were two
palstaves (kinds of axes) and a chisel,
within a small pot.

The wide range of artefacts of gold,
bronze and pottery buried together in this
hoard was extremely rare. It was
probably buried as a gift to the Gods by a
wealthy and well connected farming
community living in this part of Wales
over 3000 years ago.

COURSE - ARCHAEOLOGY OF
NORTH EAST WALES - 3 DECEMBER
2005

Nine Members of the Society attended
the last day of the Course.

It had been previously agreed that the
morning would be a classroom session
with a site visit planned for the afternoon.

Full of enthusiasm we all turned up on a
very dull and overcast morning. The
morning began by Fiona talking us
through the Iron Age Hillforts of the area,
with slides of Moel y Gaer, Rhosesmor
and others. We then entered the Post
Medieval Industrial and Maritime period.
This was a fascinating period with the
identification of the various landscape
themes and how industries had
developed in the area.

Reference was made to Halkyn Mountain
and its deposits of lead and limestone,
the way the area was developed and
unfortunately the way it was left with
abandoned mine shafts, old enclosures
and spoil heaps. Aerial photos brought to
life how the Ilandscape had been
transformed by the lead mining.

Engine houses like the Clive Engine
House, Dyserth were common in the
area, with lead mining at Talargoch.

Brickworks, tile and pottery making in
Rhyl and Buckley and coal mining in
Buckley and Bersham areas were
explored. It was said that by 1815, 14
factories producing pottery could be seen
in and around Buckley Mountain. What a
sight that would have made!!

Bersham also had a particular claim to
fame. John Wilkinson (1728-1808) took
over the running of the furnace at
Bersham and produced and cast a one-
piece cannon with a hole in the middle.
He then went on to invent a cannon-
boring machine in 1774-75. Cannon
made at Bersham were said to have been
used in countries across Europe during
the wars at the turn of the century.
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The course was completed with a lecture
of maritime archaeology. Earlier in the
course reference had been made to the
prehistoric landscape that existed under
the sea around our coast. A large
number of the coastal ports were once
famous for shipbuilding. There were also
a number of wrecks offshore and locally
in Rhyl harbour. The most famous known
wreck off the North Wales coast was the
Resurgam submarine, built in 1879 in
Birkenhead and designed by the
Reverend Garrett. It sank off Rhyl in
1880 and was rediscovered in 1995.

This was followed in the afternoon by a
damp and cold site visit to Loggerheads
to inspect the industrial archaeology. The
Group walked around the industrial trail
with Fiona explaining how the area had
developed.

The Group were due to visit the Hillfort at
Rhosesmore and Prestatyn Roman
Baths, but unfortunately because of the
fading light, the Group decided to call it a
day and went home after the visit to
Loggerheads. Perhaps future visits for
the Society!

Once again thanks Fiona for an intriguing
insight into our archaeological past.

AWARD OF LOTTERY
AWARDS FOR WALES GRANT
The St Asaph Archaeology Society was
very pleased to receive recently a grant of
£1,950 for computer equipment,
archaeological implements, metal
detectors and reference books from the
lottery funded grants programme “Awards
for All Wales”.

GRANT

The computer equipment will be used for
publications, secretarial work and the
digital and overhead projectors will
enable better presentation of their talks.
With the metal detectors members will be
able to gain experience using them and
hopefully  detect some interesting
artefacts and the excavation tools will
help in discovering the past. Who
knows? may be the lost Roman camp of
Varis is still to be found! The books will
also prove very useful in identifying the
objects found and the meaning of old
ruins.

The Chairman, Mr. Andrew Thomas, said
“The Society is delighted to receive this
Award. The Society started a year ago
and has grown considerably and this
grant will certainly help with more
professional and attractive activities. The
Award will certainly help us to become
well established. Everyone is welcome to
our meetings where we have talks, visits,
investigations and courses and,
incidentally, if any other group wishes to

Chair: Andrew Thomas, 27 Bishops Walk, St Asaph 01745 582&@ew.thomas6@which it
Sec: Maria Blagojevic, 67 Ashley Court, St Asaph 0776770510(g@blagojevic.fsnet.co.uk
Treas: David Casemore, Dyffryn Aur, Glascoed Road: 01745 582411;

casemore@dcasemore.freeserve.co.uk




borrow the equipment we would be
pleased to assist.”

The photo shows Committee Members at
the first use of the digital
projector and receiving the
Lottery cheque.

For further information on
“Awards for All Wales” or to obtain an
application pack please call: 01686 611
740 or visit the website
www.awardsforall.org.uk.

For  further information on the
Archaeology Group contact Maria
Blagojevic, 67 Ashley Court, St Asaph,
07767705100,
mblag@blagojevic.fsnet.co.uk

or Andrew Thomas, 27 Bishops Walk, St
Asaph, 01745 583100,
andrew.thomas6@which.net.

SOCIAL EVENING AND DISCUSSION
ON ROMAN ST ASAPH - 4 JANUARY
2006

A very successful evening was held with
22 Members and visitors attending a
social and ‘Roman’ evening.

The Chair, Andrew Thomas, gave a very
interesting presentation on the possible
location of Romans in St Asaph and
offered many suggestions and also
opening the debate on what the Romans
actually did in St Asaph!! The
Presentation will ensure that lots of
guestions will be posed but what about
the answers — what can our Society do to
identify and find the remains of the
Romans? If you have any ideas please
contact any of the Committee Members.
We need your help!!!!

Following the Presentation we were
delighted to indulge ourselves in a grand
feast of authentic ‘Roman’ food with
additional nibbles, all donated by our
Members. Thank you all for vyour
donations and attendance in making this
an enjoyable and thought provoking
evening.
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Thanks must also be expressed to our
Members who brought along some
interesting ‘finds’, a piece of pottery and
documents.

‘Sidney with his finds’ — Sidney is an
enthusiastic, experienced and successful
metal detectorist.

SAAS WEBSITE

Don’t forget to visit the SAAS Website
which contains lots of information. The
Website can be accessed on the
following address:
http://www.stasaph.co.uk/archaeology

Suggestions and ideas for the Website
are welcome from all our Members so
don’t be shy, send us your thoughts.

FUTURE EVENTS

The Society have a number of interesting
speakers for the following few monthly
meetings and news of these are included
in your Programme. We look forward to
seeing you. If you have not received a
programme  contact the  Society’s
Secretary who will be happy to send you
a copy.

STOP PRESS: A note for Members —
the February ‘Cil Owen’ lecture has

been changed and will be replaced by

a lecture on ‘Deserted Buildings’ by

July Alfrey of CADW on 1 February at

the Cricket Club. The ‘Cil Owen’ talk

will now be held on 1 March 2006.

MEMBERSHIP
Our membership now stands at 33 paid
up Members.

Don't forget your 2005/2006
subscriptions are now overdue.
Please forward cheques to the
Treasurer as soon as possible.

Anyone wishing to become a Member or
just interested to make contact and attend
an event, please contact one of the
Society’s officers listed below.

In future the Newsletter will only be sent
to paid up Members so please if you
haven’t paid your subs do so as soon as
you can
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