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NEWSLETTER: AUGUST 2006

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Having just read the draft of this newsletter two
thoughts struck me:

Firsty how good, informative and newsy these
newsletters are. So we must thank our secretary,
Maria Blagojevic, for editing, producing and
contributing to the letters and to all the other
contributors, especially Bev Webber.

Secondly the variety of activities impresses me. There
have been interesting talks on a range of subjects,
visits and investigations persevered in the damp and
wet or having tea and biscuits, in style, in the drawing
room of Wigfair Hall. These seem to have been
enjoyed by everybody. Next year's programme is how
being considered and any suggestions would be most
helpful.

Finally please consider helping the Committee next
year, starting October. Your help, in any form, would
be much appreciated as we cannot rely on a handful
of people to do the work all the time. Can you arrange
selling raffle tickets throughout the year, can you
check that the speakers are coming etc, every little
helps so please think about it. Thank you.

DR JOHN SNOW MD — THE GREATEST DOCTOR
EVER - LECTURE BY DAVID CASEMORE - 3 MAY
2006

Owing to unforeseen circumstances when the original
speaker failed to arrive, Members were given an
illustrated talk by the Society’'s Treasurer, David
Casemore on the life and work of Dr John Snow MD,
1813-1858.
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David outlined the early life of John Snow, born in
York in 1813 to a lowly carter, William Snow and his
wife Frances; the family later moved to a farm outside
York as they prospered through hard work. Slides
were shown of the chaotic city life and the very poor
conditions in the country. David described in detalil
the unhygienic conditions found in cities around the
country during this period.

John Snow’s benefactor was Charles Empson, his
mother’'s brother, who helped John to begin his
medical apprenticeship in Newcastle, in 1827 aged
14, with William Hardcastle, who was an apothecary-
surgeon. His training included working in the ‘Lying-in’
Hospital or in our terms today a ‘maternity’ hospital.
John’s experience as a male midwife, which was
common in this period, started his interest in stillbirths
and neonatal deaths. He was encouraged to walk the
wards and attended lectures at the new Newcastle
Medical School.

During this period Asiatic cholera had arrived in the
UK, which was the great plague of the 19" Century.
John Snow had experienced cholera in pit villages and
mines of the North East and he began to think about
how it affected and killed people together with how it
spread. He gained invaluable experience of dealing
with this killer disease at the same time as Dr Evan
Pierce who was learning medicine at the time in
Edinburgh, but who moved to Denbigh shortly
afterwards (his memorial column is on Vale Street).
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John Snow moved to County Durham to a rural
apothecary to start earning a living, and shortly
afterwards, moved to Pately Bridge. These moves
would assist him to start saving to realise his ambition
of continuing his medical education in London. He
moved to London in 1836 and walked there via
Liverpool, Wales and Bath, although his route through
Wales is not known. He settled in Soho, a
cosmopolitan, industrial and crowded part of the City
with many immigrants. He continued his medical
training in London as a surgeon and qualified as an
Apothecary Surgeon in 1838. As an aside, John
Snow was a lifelong advocate of the temperance
movement. He continued research into stillbirths and
neonatal deaths, and in 1841 discovered a
mechanism to stimulate breathing. He researched
anaesthetics and the spread of ‘contagion’ especially
cholera and caused furore by challenging the
medical/sanitation  establishments. He wused
chloroform on his first case in 1848 to a lady with
problem labour, and with major surgery. He gave
chloroform to HM Queen Victoria in 1853 during the
birth of her son Leopold, where the chloroform was
administered by handkerchief.

David went on to explain how public health worked in
the 19" Century and the new legislation that was
developed and put into practice including: New Poor
Law Act 1834, Royal Commission on the Health of
Towns 1843 and the Public Health Act 1848. At this
time of social reform and public hygiene a number of
projects were undertaken including the new London
sewer system of Joseph Bazalgette, which
unfortunately added to “the Great Stink” of the River
Thames.

Unfortunately, cholera outbreaks continued in 1848-49
and 1854-55 and John Snow undertook some ‘natural
experiments’ where he studied large areas and small
localised outbreaks by plotting cases on a map,
examining dates of onset, looking at water supplies,
sewerage, rainfall and confirmed the importance of
clean water and hand washing in carers and
especially before preparing food. His studies led to
two major publications: ‘On the Mode of
Communication of Cholera’ and ‘On the Pathology
and Mode of Communication of Cholera’. His studies
used the tables produced by William Farr, Registrar
General which helped him to identify the drinking
water source of outbreaks in certain areas of South
London.

John Snow’s most famous discovery was during an
outbreak of cholera known as ‘The Broad Street-
Golden Square’ outbreak that started in August 1954,

which led to the removal of the handle from the Broad
Street water pump. This led to his success and
recognition, including having his portrait painted by a
Society painter.

The removal of the pump handle was now celebrated
annually by the John Snow Society and a modern day
Broadwick Street (formerly Broad Street), has a
replica pump (symbol of the John Snow Society —
David was one of the founder members) located in the
front of the John Snow pub.
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As mentioned above, whilst the improvement of
sewers continued this did lead to the deterioration of
the water supply in the River Thames (because the
system did not include sewage treatment), but
disproved the miasma (poison vapours) theory of
disease transmission. During the “Great Stink” there
was no sign of increased disease alongside the
Thames where miasmas would be greatest although
outbreaks continued further away.

To conclude the presentation, David stated that John
Snow was a true medical pioneer:

Dietary reformer — he was a vegetarian,
abstainer and advocated pure water (he drank
distilled water)

Apothecary — he sought rational treatments
based on evidence

Male midwife and neonatologist

Surgeon

Anaesthetist — to the poor (whom he didn’t
charge) and royalty

Physician

‘Collateral medical scientist and researcher
“The Father of Epidemiology” and founder
member of Society of Epidemiology — his
methods are still in use today (used by David
and colleagues in the recent waterborne
outbreak in Gwynedd).

Unfortunately he died at the early age of 45 from a
stroke — probably as a result of overwork. A
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monument can be seen at Brompton Cemetery with
the inscription ‘A hero to anaesthetists,
epidemiologists and others’. His work was soon
vindicated by later 19" Century great scientists like
Pasteur (the germ theory of causation of infection) and
Robert Koch, the discoverer of the cholera bacillus as
well as the tubercle bacillus. The last bastion of the
miasmatists fell in the “Max von Pettenkofer vs Robert
Koch” case in Germany which came to court in the
early 20™ Century.

The Chair of the Society thanked David for stepping in
at short notice and for the fascinating lecture which
had been enjoyed by all.

VISIT TO GREENFIELD VALLEY HERITAGE PARK
— 13 MAY 2006

On a damp and misty morning, 11 Members of the
Society met up with Brian Taylor, Chairman of the
Friends of Greenfield Valley Association on a tour of
the Greenfield Valley Heritage Park.
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Brian handed out some leaflets and information
sheets and gave a brief background of the history of
the Valley prior to embarking on the tour. The park
has a wealth of ancient monuments and boasts seven
Scheduled Ancient Monuments which span the last
1100 years, from the 8" Century remains of Watts
Dyke, Basingwerk Abbey, St Winefride’s Well and
Holywell Castle Mound to the 18" and 19" Century
ruins of Greenfield, Meadow and Lower Cotton Mills.
The Valley is managed by the Greenfield Valley Trust
under an agreement with Flintshire County Council.

We commenced by touring the ruins of Basingwerk
Abbey. The Abbey was founded in 1131 as a house
of Benedictine monks from the Savigny district of
France — it became Cistercian in 1147. The Abbey
was a place where pilgrims were looked after whilst
visiting the Well and was protected by Royal Charter.
The monks were the first to harness the Holywell
Stream to power mills and grind corn. There were
also malt houses, weekly markets and annual fairs.
Speculation is that this was a major centre of trade,

with the sea being close by enabling trade with
Europe.
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During the dissolution of the monasteries in 1536
large sections of the Abbey were dismantled and the
stone robbed to build other buildings in the area — it is
said that the stone helped to build the first cotton mill
in the Valley. The site was later granted to Henry ap
Harry of Llansana, whose daughter married one of the
Mostyns of Talacre. During the 18" Century the
Mostyn family made part of the Abbey habitable.

We proceeded up the Valley. The geology of the
valley was formed in the last Ice Age and because of
this large scale activity began in the late 16™ Century
when early industrialists attempted to utilise lead and
other ore deposits found with the surrounding
limestone rock. It is said that the Romans had been
associated with the site because of the high silver
content found in the lead ore.

In 1590 Samuel Flete smelted lead with charcoal,
causing fumes which de-nuded trees, killed fish and
animals and caused a local nuisance. Local
landowners and tradesmen demolished the buildings.
A similar event took place in 1733 when Madam Kaye
used a similar process but was closed down as a
result of law suits brought principally by the Mostyns.
The height of prosperity for Holywell Town and the
Valley was around 1800 with Holywell boasting a
population of over 5,500 people living in the parish.
Factories, including corn, paper and cotton mills,
copper-rolling and wire mills and a brass-making
works, ran down the Valley to the wharf at Greenfield.

© Courtesof MariaBIevic
The path took us along the stream to the site of the
Parys Mine Company built in 1787 by Thomas
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Williams. It rolled copper to make sheathing to protect
the wooden hulls of ships from wood-boring toledo
worms found in tropical waters. Because of his
success, Thomas Williams was known as the ‘Copper
King’. We passed the Abbey Wire Mill, where copper
and brass wire was made. The impressive pit for the
waterwheel that powered the machinery is still
evident. The next Mill was the Lower Cotton Mill — this
was an impressive six storey mill built in 1785. Pits
can be seen for the waterwheels and the culverts that
were built to carry the water through the valley. Near
the warehouse building, which had been restored and
housed a steam pop bottling plan and exhibitions, a
juvenile dipper sat near the stream — no doubt waiting
for a meal.

We followed the path, with a delightful woodland area
to our left, on to the Meadow Mill. The first mill
building on the site in 1787 produced rolled copper
sheets for Thomas Williams’ companies. They also
made copper rollers for printing patterns on to cloth.
The buildings that can be seen today housed small
workshops and various different industries. The
woodland area, comprising of beech and oak woods,
is home to buzzards, peregrines, sparrowhawks and a
wealth of smaller birds — several species of tits, owls,
tree creepers and woodpeckers.

The Industrial Revolution brought great advances in
engineering, producing machinery that could harness
the water from the Holywell Stream which greatly
increased productivity and profits. It also provided
employment for the population of the Valley with the
men and boys working in the heavy mills and the
women and children mainly employed in the cotton
mills.

The walk then led us along the old route of the
standard gauge railway that ran down the Valley. It
was built in 1869 to revive industry in the area. In
1912 it became a full passenger service known as the
‘Little Train” and was the steepest conventional
passenger railway in Great Britain. Unfortunately the
line was closed in 1954
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Further on up the Valley there was Crescent Mill
(cotton) and Iron Foundry, built on the site of a former

corn mill. In 1848 the Mill, which had lain empty for a
number of years, was used to weave Welsh flannel
and continued through the 19" Century. The 20"
Century saw it used as a storage area. Downstream
to the Crescent Mill was the Battery Works (Greenfield
Mills) and a row of workers houses, which have now
been demolished.

© Courtesy of Marla BlagOJewc
On the path to the Battery Works was an impressive
clock tower used by the workers as they didn't at that
time have clocks or watches of their own.
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Following the decline of the cotton industry within the
Valley, the area had a succession of different uses,
including Abbey Paper Mill, taken over by Grosvenor
Chater and Co., tin works, rubber-grinding, gas works,
soap works, cement making, brewery, flour mill and
stone crushing.

The tour was fascinating, with Brian providing a wealth
of knowledge, expertise and information to our
knowledge-hungry group. A wonderful day which was
suitably ended with a cup of tea and a cake at the
Heritage Park’s very nice café. A small donation was
given to Brian and a vote of thanks given by Howard
Titterton on behalf of the Group.

VISIT TO ST ASAPH PARISH CHURCH — 19 MAY
2006

On Friday 19" May a small group visited the Parish
Church where the Rev Mary Stollard and Glyn Davies
gave an interesting guided tour of the Church and its
antiquities.
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It was most probable that the original monastery,
founded by St Kentigern in AD 560, was located by
the River Elwy where the church now stood but no
evidence for its existence had been found so far at the
church or its yard.

The first bona fide notice of the existence of the Parish
was found in the Domesday Book of 1088.

The handsome wooden roof over the South aisle with
its unique heart shaped shields was thought to date to
the restoration after the ravages of Glyndwr in 1402.

On the outside South wall there was clear evidence of
this wall being rebuilt on an existing wall which stood
some 1.5 m high. The differing masonry styles clearly
indicated that the two aisles were built at separate
times and at the four corners at eaves level similar
marks of petals in a circle could be seen.

The Church came through the Commonwealth
unscathed due to one of the gentry at Wigfair being a
Cromwellian supporter. In 1872 general restoration
took place with the gallery on the North wall, the old
pews and the triple decker pulpit being removed.
Open seating was inserted and the porch and vestry
added.

Inside the church the items of note were the
inscription in a window stone South of the altar of
“1657”, the large stone stoop, some 1 m in diameter,
which used to stand outside the church remains a
mystery and the parish chest which housed the
church silver and records had three locks requiring the
Vicar and two church wardens with separate keys to
open it.

Also noted was the double piscina (a sink for washing
sacred vessels) which was situated by the altar in the
wall area. Also reference was made to the hammer
beam roof decked with angels, but in the Parish

Church only one angel remained. (Information
provided by Mary Payne, Member of the Society).

There was obviously much history hidden within the
fabric of this charming Church but she was reluctant to
reveal too much.

During the visit a brass plague was pointed out by the
south door that described (in Latin) the death of a five
year old child from smallpox.

Our thanks go to the Vicar and Church Members who
gave an interesting tour and provided coffee and
biscuits.

DRAGON HALL, NORWICH — ARTICLE BY
BEVERLY WEBBER

Just to keep us from being too parochial | thought it
would be of interest to mention our visit to Dragon Hall
in Norwich during mid May. | had read about this
building and knew that it had recently been restored
and re-opened to the public this year.

1

During the late 1970’s what at first appeared to be
three adjoining properties in King Street in Norwich,
turned out to be a single medieval hall. Dragon Hall
has a 15" Century merchant’s hall at first floor level.
This had been built above earlier housing and at right
angles to a smaller 14™ Century living hall, which still
remains. Behind the building the River Wensum runs
through Norwich and then out into countryside joining
the River Yare where it flows to the port of Yarmouth.

The timber framed great hall, dating from the mid
Fourteen Hundreds, has a magnificent crown post roof
and a beautifully carved and painted dragon on one of
the remaining spandrels. The hall was built for the
display of cloth (Norwich’s wealth was built on its wool
and cloth). The unique character of this “guildhall” is in
the fact that it was built for one merchant — Robert
Toppes. A small number of guildhalls do survive, but
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they had been built originally for a group or “guild” of
merchants.

1

Dragon Hall is in King Street, one of the oldest streets
in the City. It has become a run-down area and at
present is undergoing a programme of regeneration.
In the mid 15™ Century, King Street was a thriving
trading centre and amongst its illustrious inhabitants
were the Pastons (of letter fame), Cokes, Boleyns,
Heydons, Howards & Hobarts. The Music House, in
the same street, has remains of a domestic dwelling
dating from 1175. Sadly we didn't visit as there were
some ‘“rather seedy characters” hanging around the
entrance!

The history of Dragon Hall has been meticulously
researched from the considerable medieval archives
that survive for Norwich. We learn that merchants
came from many parts of Europe to trade in cloth and
other luxury goods. Norwich would have been a very
cosmopolitan City with many different languages
being spoken. Merchants would have been eager to
meet others from far flung places such as Russia and
the Baltic to both buy and sell goods as well as
exchange ideas and gossip.

The earliest surviving part of Dragon Hall dates from
the mid 1300’s and was probably built for the Medday
family who were Bailiffs of the City (before the days of
a Mayor). Robert Toppes from the 1430’s made
substantial alterations to the building. The timber
beams of the first floor hall have evidence of red ochre
staining, and every spandrel from each of the seven
bays contained an intricate carving. Only the one
dragon remains. In the cellars or under croft an
archaeological excavation is being carried out to find
evidence of even earlier foundations. As a restoration
project it is on-going and it is hoped that new
discoveries will eventually be revealed to shed light on
the history and development of Dragon Hall.

There is an excellent presentation with “telephone”
guides in the newly furbished museum and foyer to

the Hall. It is well worth a visit if you are in Norwich —
and do see the Music House too!

PRESENTATION BY BEVERLY  WEBBER,
SOCIETY ARCHIVIST TO FLINTSHIRE FIELD
HISTORIANS - 5 JUNE 2006

Sue Brown of the Flintshire Field Historians reported
that the Historians had a real treat on Monday 5 June
2006 when Beverly Webber presented a lecture on
the historical documentary evidence and excavations
undertaken at Cil Owen by the Society.

© Courtesy of Maria Blagojevic

The Historians very much enjoyed the lecture and
were impressed by the range of documents produced
by Beverly during the lecture.

© Courtesy of Maria Blagojevic

Beverly was assisted by the Society’s Secretary who
helped with the technical input and both joined the
Historians for lunch at the Bryn Awel Hotel.

The Lecture was enjoyed by all and Sue, who is also a
member of the St Asaph Archaeology Society,
thanked Beverly and Maria on behalf of the Historians
for the fascinating insight into the Society’s dig at Cil
Owen.

LECTURE - ‘ARCHAEOLOGY OF WELSH MINES’
— 14 JUNE 2006 — STEPHEN HUGHES, RCAHMW
Members of the Society were enthralled by the
interesting lecture given by Stephen Hughes of the
Royal Commission of Ancient and Historic Monuments
of Wales on the Archaeology of Welsh Mines.
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Stephen outlined the survey project by the Royal
Commission which recorded the archaeological
remains of the upland areas of Wales. He showed
how it was possible to walk across great tracts of
Welsh upland, from Strumble Head to Foel Drygarn in
North Pembrokeshire or from Snowdon to the Lleyn
with the realisation that one was not only walking
through some of the most beautiful countryside in the
UK but also through relic man-made landscapes
largely unchanged in some areas for the past 4000
years. He showed slides of cairns, field walls,
standing stones, enclosure, the famous blue stone
outcrop in the Preselli Hills, hillforts, mines of various
sorts and maps showing areas surveyed. The survey
covered a vast chronological expanse from prehistoric
to the 1990's.

The survey of the mines had also enabled the
development of preservation strategies to protect
them for the future; provided an essential education
resource with the right access to the information and
the new information gained would contribute to
economic regeneration through managed tourism and
conservation grant schemes.

Stephen enthusiastically ‘walked’ Members through
the industrial past of Wales and showed how areas
had been successfully turned into tourist and
conservation areas like Big Pit in Blaenavon. He
showed aerial photos of Wales giving detailed
accounts of how the upland areas were mined and
how industrial scale extraction had left huge areas of
scarring on the landscape.
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He explained the value of aerial photography to map
archaeological sites and in 1995 the process had
been adopted to map Mynydd Epynt in southern
Powys. A number of aerial photos and the results of
the survey had been published recently in a book
entitled ‘The Archaeology of the Welsh Uplands’.

The survey had also highlighted a large number of
archaeology features including hillforts, burial
chambers, cairns as well as trackways, water

channels, rivers and canals. It had also identified
workings developed by the Romans.

In conclusion, Stephen stated that if a deeper
understanding of the remains being discovered in the
uplands is to be achieved it is essential that a more
detailed examination of sites be carried out using
appropriate techniques. Principal amongst these
would be working in partnership with other interested
agencies.

Following a number of questions from Members, the
Society’'s Treasurer, David Casemore thanked
Stephen for the detailed insight into his work and
demonstrating so vividly out historic industrial
landscape.

Stephen brought a number of leaflets and books
which were made available to Members.

SITE VISIT — ST MARY'S WELL LED BY TRISTAN
GRAY-HULSE - 24 JUNE 2006

On a showery June morning, 14 Society Members
plus two visitors met with Tristan Gray-Hulse to visit
the famous St Mary’s Well situated between St Asaph
and Trefnant.
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David Casemore, the Society’s Treasurer introduced
Tristan to the Group. Tristan, who has a world
renowned reputation for his knowledge of religious
and sacred wells and shrines, proceeded to give some
documented historical information, commencing from
1579 to 1847. 1579 was the first reference to the
existence of the well on Christopher Saxton’s map of
Flintshire and Denbighshire.

The well’s first written reference had been made in a
poem in 1609 (in a rhyming poem). From 1611 there
were quite a few references to the chapel, notably
from Cwtta Cyfarwydd where a number of
‘clandestine’ marriages had been solemnised. Four of
the seven marriages involved the family of Evan Lloyd
of Wigfair and this was significant in that the chapel
was primarily used for the families of Wigfair Hall.
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A number of famous writers made reference to the
well on their visits including Browne Willis, Thomas
Pennant and Richard Fenton over the period 1719-
1808. Richard Fenton noted ‘two of the finest and
most picturesque walnut trees | ever saw and
weighted down with fruit'.

© By curtesy of Maria Blagojevic

The above specimen remains on site near the well.

Felicia Hemans, the famous St Asaph poetess,
composed her poem ‘Our Lady's Well’ in 1825 and
produced the first known drawing of the well and
chapel.

The shape of the well had been well documented but
it had now been agreed that the original well and
chapel buildings had been remodelled to an extent by
Colonel Howard of Wigfair Hall around 1847. This
had since been authenticated by Spencer Smith, the
Bangor architectural historian.

The well is beautifully star shaped, although described
by Samual Lewis in 1844, as ‘... this spring, which is
enclosed in a polygonal basin of hewn stone,
beautifully and elaborately sculptured ..... '

It was also described as being ‘of the same style and
period as the edifice at Holywell’ by Harry Longueville
Jones, who goes on to suggest incorrectly that the two
well shrines had the same architect.

© By courtesy of Maria Iagojevic

In 1963, the site was partially excavated by a party of
architecture students from the Liverpool College of

Building. The excavations revealed that the chapel
had never been cruciform, but T-shaped, and that the
well itself had never been roofed. The original chapel
had been a simple rectangle orientated east to west,
lying immediately to the south of the spring, and with
its principal entrance in the west wall, where it is still.
The chapel dated back to the 12" Century.
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The water was channelled under the chapel floor, into
a bathing tank in the SW corner. There was no
indication as to what form the original well took. At the
end of the 15" Century, a new chancel was added to
the south and what now looked like the west door was
in fact the window over the altar. The stone altar
footings were round and still in place below the
window. Wright concluded that the star-shaped well-
basin was also constructed at this time, outside the
north walls of the original chapel, open to the air as it
was at present. Excavation showed that the little bath
in front of the well was not original, but was probably
part of Colonel Howard's early 19" Century
improvements to the site, and based on the Holywell
model. It was far too small ever to have been used for
bathing.

Tristan then went on to explain the Medieval period.
The chapel was never anything other than a
pilgrimage chapel, one of hundreds of such chapels
which once covered the Welsh religious landscape,
the vast majority of which disappeared after the
reformation.

The Wigfair well pilgrimage was already sufficiently
popular in the 12" Century to require a chapel for its
pilgrims.

Capel Ffynnon Fair as it is seen today is in large part
of the creation of the landscape gardening of the
Romantic period, while a truer appreciation of the
original late-medieval shrine complex may be gained
from the drawing by the Romantic poet Felicia
Hemans.
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The Chair of the Society thanked Tristan for the
fascinating insight into the life of the well.

LECTURE - '‘HEATHER AND HILL FORTS - 5
JULY 2006 - FIONA GALE, DENBIGHSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHAEOLOGIST

The Chair welcomed Fiona to the meeting. Fiona had
been involved for the last five/six years in the
Landscape Partnership Scheme to prepare
documentation and bids to obtain funding in order to
commence on the heather and Hillforts project.

The area covered a large area of North Wales
including Llantisilio, the Clwydian range and six
hillforts. Because of the importance of this area in
respect of its outstanding natural beauty, its wildlife
value and its historic value, it was vital that all
interested parties worked together. A Partnership
Board had been set up which was chaired by Michael
Griffiths together with a number of sub groups, each
looking at different aspects.

Out of this Board and the Sub Groups came a number
of detailed publications funded by the Heritage
Lottery. These would provide the core information for
the full funding.

Fiona went on to explain some of the advantages of
working together including the project to protect the
heather for the game birds, especially the black
grouse; and the methods of rotational management of
the heather.

The importance of the hillforts was outlined and Fiona
detailed some of the findings of earlier excavations in
some of the hillforts. But there were problems with off
road bikers destroying the habitat and eroding some
of the hillforts. In this respect the Countryside
Department had been working with the local Police
Force to try and control access to these fragile areas.

A number of conditional surveys had been enabled
through the collaboration of all the interested parties.
This had resulted in the production of detailed maps
and hence the identification of priorities.

Access surveys had also been undertaken. These
were important in order to be able to assess how the
public could access these fragile areas. A number of
organizations had been involved in this part of the
project, including a Countryside Exchange visit where
groups of experts from other countries had been
invited to visit and offer suggestions.

Currently the project was at its Development Stage -
£1.5m had been reserved but Stage Il of the
application process had to be completed. This would
be submitted to the Heritage Lottery in December
2006. If this was approved, work would commence
immediately.

Fiona stated that whilst the process had been very
difficult and arduous, it had proved to be very
constructive. It was hoped that if the application was
approved then work would begin in Spring 2007.

In conclusion, Fiona stated that the Project Team had
submitted an application for a European Award and
had won a ‘medal’. This had been presented to them
by the Queen of Spain in Spain a few weeks earlier.

A large number of questions were raised with Fiona
responding.

Paul Evers-Swindell, on behalf of the Society, thanked
Fiona for her excellent lecture.

SITE VISIT — 15 JULY 2006 — INTRODUCTION TO
METAL DETECTING AT OLD BISHOP’'S PALACE
VISIT

The Manager of the apartments at the Old Bishops
Palace, Mrs Margaret Catherall, kindly gave a short
conducted tour of the building.

© By courtesy of Andrew Thomas

Starting at the first major addition on the east side with
Georgian facade, built in 1791, members saw the
splendid circular entrance hall and a typical spacious
drawing room with a detailed plaster cornice of the
period, the original cut glass chandelier and an
original oak book case.
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The tour then led to the newer western addition, built
in 1831, where a grandiose staircase was revealed
and believed to be based on that of Lambeth Palace.

© By courtesy of Andrew Thomas

At the south of the building are now modern brick built
apartments but the original building here, built in 1634,
housed rooms containing kitchens, wash houses,
brew house larder etc.

The cellars were then inspected where intricate cross
arched brickwork was seen and intriguing sumps,
tunnels and small rooms and a tour round the house
revealed the ruined walls of the old stables.

© By courtesy of Andrew Thomas

© By courtesy of Andrew Thomas

After the tour members tried their talents at metal
detecting. There were many finds but unfortunately
none were of particular interest; ten pence in modern
loose change, bits of lead sheet, metal milk bottle
tops, an iron hook, some rusty bolts and maybe a
badly pitted Georgian penny.

Mrs Catherall kindly handed over copies of the
following reports:

“St.Asaph Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace” by E.
Parry-Jones — short history (4 x A4)

“The Episcopal palace of St.Asaph” by Cynric Mytton-
Davies — description ¢ 1950 ( 1 x A4)

“Early life at the Palace” by Muriel Hughes - life as a
parlour maid in 1923 (1 x A4)

“ The old palace at St.Asaph” by Noleen Charles
(widow of bishop) — short history (2 x A4)

Inscription on a window dated 1870 re Bishop
Hughes’s consecration ( A5)

Map of St.Asaph in 1810 (A3 size)

Map of St.Asaph c 1870 (A4 size).

Anyone wishing to have copies should contact the
Society’'s Chair or Secretary who hold copies of the
above.

CIL OWEN PRESENTATION AT YSCEIFIOG - 24
JULY 2006

On the evening of 24th July, Andrew Thomas and
Beverly Webber gave a presentation of the
Archaeological findings and history of Cil Owen to
Flintshire Historical Society at the village hall in
Ysceifiog. This was a follow up to a guided walk
round the Cil Owen site last summer led by Beverly.

ANCIENT WOODLAND - EXTRACT FROM SPRING
EDITION OF “NATIONAL TRUST MAGAZINE" —

ARTICLE BY BEVERLY WEBBER

The age of a wood can often be worked out by its
name. Pre-conquest woods may have names like The
Frith, Freewood, or Bearwood from the Old English
Fyrhp or Bearu, both meaning woodland. Old Norse
woods with names like Wayland, Lound and Lownde
are modern spellings of names involving Lundre,
meaning a grove. Our names for woods of thorns,
comes from Medieval Latin for thorn, Spinetum (from
Spina). A coppice or copse is a wood managed by
coppicing.

Ancient woods have distinctive floras: small-leaved
lime, oxlip, service, woodland hawthorn & herb
paris. A younger wood will have common plants that
you find in hedgerows: ivy, cow parsley, hedge-
garlic & lords-and-ladies.

Ancient woodland tends to be found on land that was
inaccessible or bad for anything else: steep slopes,
high grounds, flat hilltops & plateaux, often growing in
patches of infertile sands, gravels or wet clay. This is
because in the Middle Ages there was a massive
clearance of natural woodlands to grow crops. If a
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woodland is set back from an old road, this reflects the
medieval practice of clearing the trees on the side of
the roads to deter murderous highwaymen.

SITE VISIT TO WIGFAIR HALL, ST ASAPH — 12
AUGUST 2006

Prior to the official Society’s visit to Wigfair Hall on 12
August 2006, a pre visit was made by the Chair and
Members of the Society’'s Committee to consider a
plan of action for Members of the Group on the
designated day in order to ensure a well planned visit.

On Saturday 12" August, 10 members of the Society
made a visit to Wigfair Hall to carry out an on-site
investigation. The idea was to ascertain if any
evidence remained of any previous buildings. The
current owner, Stuart Kippax, is interested in the
earlier history of the house, and kindly consented to
this preliminary exploration.

© By courtesy of Maria Blagojevic

The present Wigfair Hall was built in 1882, and is a
splendid example of Victorian architecture with many
fine features and details. However the history of
Wigfair/Wickwer/Wikkewer/Gwickwer certainly goes
back to the 1500’s when the Lloyd family lived there.
The Lloyds who were a prominent Catholic family and
were later connected by marriage to the Lloyds of the
Hafodunos Estate in the Conwy Valley. (Hafodunos
Hall was recently the victim of an arson attack). Capel
Ffynnon Fair was built as a private chapel by the
Lloyds on the Estate at Wigfair.The Lloyds were also
related to the Wynns, amongst other prestigious
families in North Wales. Coats of arms above the main
entrance testify to this. The previous building at
Wigfair was built in the early 1600’s.

We began our day with a briefing by Andrew Thomas
which included a short history of the site. (Meurig
Lloyd Davies, one of our members had done some
research for Stuart Kippax a few years ago). Andrew
had prepared some old maps, including one from
1912 with an overlay, so that we could see the outline
of the modern building superimposed on the plan from

an 1879 map. The group was then taken inside the
Hall to view the magnificent wooden staircase and
entrance hall. An old wooden settle with a carved coat
of arms and a date inscription of 1636 and two boar
motifs either side, was of particular interest. No doubt
it came from an earlier building.

Next on the agenda was an exploration of the cellars.
The idea was to see if any earlier foundations and
alignment of a previous building could be found. There
are a number of cellar rooms, most of which have
been built with brick, possibly of the same date as the
present Hall. However, there are a number of
substantial rough stone walls obviously of an earlier
date. What appears to be a large stone fireplace,
some parts rebuilt with brick (the flue having been
capped with concrete) is intriguing. There is no
surviving external evidence for this, so one can
assume it is from an earlier building. Andrew took
some careful measurements of the entrance to the
cellars to see if any sense could be made of their
alignment.

© By courtesy of Maria Blagojevic

Just as we decided that a break for coffee was
needed, we had an unexpected invitation from Stuart
Kippax to have tea in the drawing room. We were
made to feel very welcome in this lovely light,
spacious room. Sid, our metal detectorist was keen to
know if our host was related to Peter Kippax of
footballing fame. Apparently he is a cousin.
Interestingly the name Kippax comes from a small
village of that name near Leeds.

After the excellent tea break, we set about our
practical investigations. It had been mooted that we
would attempt to dig some test pits in areas we
thought may yield archaeological evidence of an
earlier house. However, the ground was much too
hard after the prolonged dry spell. Our next plan of
action therefore, was to do some controlled metal
detecting on the site. Sid Edwards is very experienced
in this field, so we followed his instructions so as to
cause as little disturbance to the ground as possible. It
was suggested that trials were carried out under some
of the very old trees, on the front and rear lawns, and
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the wooded area behind the main house. Some finds
did come to light: a pen knife, an Edward VIl penny,
some lead roof flashing, a heavy iron bar, a nail and a
silver ring were amongst the identifiable objects.
Nothing of startling importance was discovered but
nevertheless it was interesting to find long forgotten
objects. Two more “signals” from the metal detector
under roots of trees, proved too tricky to extricate
under the dry conditions without considerable
disturbance, so these at present remain a mystery.
Time ran out and we were unable to finish “detecting”
in the lawn area behind the house.

© By courtesy of Maria Blagojevic

Maria thanked Stuart Kippax for allowing us to visit the
site, and showed him our “finds”. Maria also
requested that we might return sometime in the near
future. He seemed quite amenable to the idea.

It was a very enjoyable day with kind weather and
good company.

returned to the Society’s Secretary by no later
than 30 September 2006.

DONT FORGET — SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR
2006/2007 ARE DUE ON 1 OCTOBER 2006 (FEE TO

SAAS WEBSITE

Don't forget to visit the SAAS Website which contains
lots of information. The Website can be accessed on
the following address:
http://www.stasaph.co.uk/archaeology

Suggestions and ideas for the Website are welcome
from all our Members so don’t be shy, send us your
thoughts.

FUTURE EVENTS

The Society have a number of interesting speakers for
the following few monthly meetings and news of these
are included in your Programme. We look forward to
seeing you. If you have not received a programme
contact the Society’s Secretary who will be happy to
send you a copy.

REMINDER

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Don't forget to attend the Society’'s AGM to be
held on Wednesday 4 October 2006 at 7.30pm at
St Asaph Cricket Club.

Andrew Thomas, our current Chair, has intimated
that he no longer wishes to remain in the role of
Chair, but would like to remain as a Committee
Member. Denise Hodgkinson has also stated that
she wishes not to be re-elected. The remainder of
the Committee are happy to stay in post if re-
elected.

Therefore if you know of someone who would like
to be the Society’s Chair or a Committee Member
please let the Secretary or Chair know prior to the
Annual General Meeting and remember if you wish
to nominate someone to any of the posts, you
must obtain their permission.

Nomination forms have been included with the
Newsletter and completed forms should be

CHANGE TO PROGRAMME
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SITE VISIT ARRANGED
FOR 9™ SEPTEMBER 2006 HAS BEEN CHANGED
TO 23 SEPTEMBER 2006 WHEN WE WILL BE
VISITING A 16™ CENTURY FARMHOUSE AT
YSCEIFIOG. PLEASE CHANGE THE DETAILS IN
YOUR PROGRAMME

CIL OWEN INVESTIGATION — FINAL REPORT

The Committee is pleased to announce that the final
report on Cil Owen is now available. In order to cover
costs, copies will be made available at a charge of
£3.00 to Members and £6.00 to Non Members.

MEMBERSHIP
Our membership now stands at 42 paid up Members.

Anyone wishing to become a Member or just
interested to make contact and attend an event,
please contact one of the Society's officers listed
below.

In future the Newsletter will only be sent to paid up
Members so please if you haven't paid your subs do
S0 as soon as you can.

E MAIL ADDRESSES

The Secretary of the Society is updating her list of e
mail addresses and would be grateful if you could e
mail her with your most up to date address. Thanks

Chair: Andrew Thomas, 27 Bishops Walk, St Asaph 01745 582&@fiew.thomas6@which.net 12
Sec: Maria Blagojevic, 67 Ashley Court, St Asaph 077677050h00Gg@gotadsl.co.uk
Treas: David Casemore, Dyffryn Aur, Glascoed Road: 01745 5824%&émore@dcasemore.freeserve.co.uk




