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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Hello everyone. We have had a really
busy and exciting period from May to July
2005, with lots of interesting talks, visits
and progressing our local dig.

I would like to take this opportunity of
thanking you all for your continued
interest in our Society and especially for
your commitment to ensuring the success
of our Society in the future.

Thanks also to the Committee Members
who are working hard to ensure that the
Society functions efficiently.

The next few months will see a visit to
Chester Amphitheatre, a talk on Stones
and Bones of Chester Cathedral and our
last dig of the season at Cil Owen in
September.

The Committee is also working very hard
on developing its 2005/2006 Programme
of Events and any ideas/suggestions
would be welcomed.

Carry on the good work and good
‘digging’ until we meet up again.

“THE ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE
CHESTER”: A TALK BY DAN GARNER,
SITE ARCHAEOLOGIST — 4 MAY 2005
Dan gave a fascinating talk with the help
of some interesting slides on the progress

being made at the Chester Amphitheatre.
The project was a partnership between
Chester City Council and English
Heritage and was one of only six Beacon
Programmes being undertaken in the UK.

Dan explained how the current site was
being excavated following an earlier
excavation in the 1960’s and detailed the
outcome of the 1960’s dig and finds. The
dig had been initiated following work
being done on the listed Georgian
building which covered approximately
10% of the site.

Area A contained mostly Roman
archaeology, although it has been found
that the amphitheatre formed part of
some medieval town houses and disposal
dumps and cesspits have Dbeen
uncovered believed to belong to 12
Century. A number of small finds have
been discovered including a jug (c 13
Century — possibly Staffordshire ware or
from Ewloe, North Wales). The most
exciting find has been part of a 12
Century spout, as there is known to have
been a Norman motte and bailey castle.
Also found was a bone comb which has
been sent away for analysis together with
soil samples from the cesspits and it is
hoped to find some examples of lice and
other parasites and bone fragments.

There has been a great deal of stone
robbing from the area and it is likely that
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this was used in the refortification of the
city of Chester.

There was evidence of two
amphitheatres, one of timber and one of
stone, the stone being sandstone with the
outer stonework being dressed. Work is
ongoing to excavate between the two
amphitheatres and already some Samian
ware, bone slither from a bone handle,
animal and human bones together with a
small gem from a finger ring, which leans
to the use of the amphitheatre by
gladiators. More work will be needed as
some more exciting hints have been
found which indicates an even earlier
settlement.

Area B — a number of finds seem to
indicate a link to early Christianity with a
shrine being discovered near the east
entrance and it was a possibility that it
could be the predecessor site to the
current St John’s Church. The site had
previously been used as a convent school
and monastery in the past — although
documents mentioned a meeting house
and some evidence of a building has
been uncovered. Also uncovered had
been a cellar and a staircase with an
estimation of possibly 16/17 Century.
Some 18 Century pottery had been found
from Liverpool, Staffordshire and China,
also some tin glazed pottery, bone
dominos and dice.

The use of metal detectors had revealed
a 16/17 Century bodkin/needle, lead shot
of various calibre which ties in with the
Siege of Chester in the 16 Century.
Other finds included some medieval floor
tiles, a seal with a pelican, a parchment
clip and pen (only 2 or 3 have been found
in the UK). Dan detailed how the monks
had been active during the Siege of
Chester and it was hoped to be able to
find some evidence of a war cemetery.

The excavation was recommencing on 13
June and would continue until 23
September 2005. The Society would be
visiting the site on Saturday 13 August
2005.

A recent BBC 2 Timewatch documentary
on the Chester Amphitheatre was shown
on Friday 22 May, 2005. A tape of the
programme is available for loan. Dan and
Tony are true actors!!!! It was mentioned
in the documentary that the
archaeologists now believe that the
amphitheatre consisted of two stone
theatres with the wooden theatre now
seemingly being the seating structure
thus re-evaluating the original theory. We
await the outcome with bated breath!!!!

“SITE VISIT TO GREAT ORME
COPPER MINES” SATURDAY 14
MAY 2005

A group of thirteen Society Members met
at the Great Orme Copper Mines
anticipating an exciting visit and what a
visit it was.

We started with a film show and a lecture
by Edric Roberts, resident Historian at the
mines. Edric was a ‘mind’ of information
and fascinating to listen to. We donned
our ‘hard’ hats in a myriad of different
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The mines had been uncovered in 1987
during a scheme to landscape an area of
the Great Orme. The Copper mines
discovered below the ground represent
one the most astounding archaeological
discoveries of recent time. Dating back
4,000 years to he Bronze Age they have
changed our views about the ancient
people of Britain and their civilized and
structured society 2,000 years before the
Roman invasion.

Over the past 17 years mining engineers,
cavers and archaeologists have been
slowly uncovering more tunnels and large
areas of the surface landscape to reveal
what is now thought to be the largest
Prehistoric Mine, so far discovered in the
World.

Walking through the mines gave us a feel
for the harsh conditions our prehistoric
ancestors faced in their search for
copper. The highlight of the tour was the
amazing Bronze Age cavern, dug out
over 3,500 years ago by miners using
nothing more than bone and stone tools,
which we had the privilege to touch and
handle before the tour. The stone tools
were made from stones from the beach.

New ‘finds’ are constantly being
discovered and since 1987 over 100,000
tons of 19™ Century mine waste has been
removed to uncover a small section of the
original prehistoric landscape. New areas
are being unearthed every year.

After our tour we visited the Visitor Centre
where we had another opportunity to
handle the numerous hand tools already
uncovered, look at the interesting
contents of the shop and peruse the
library of second hand books. Finally off
for a cup of tea and a scone — a lot of
very happy bunnies!!!!

If you crave more information visit the
Copper Mines on their website:
www.greatormemines.info or better still
pay a visit, it's an excellent day out.

“SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE
BOROUGH OF DENBIGH 1863-76" BY
PATRICK AUSTIN — 1 JUNE 2005
Patrick explained that he had undertaken
his dissertation on the above subject and
gave background information on how he
had approached the project.

He showed some pictures of the very
poor and, in some instances, non
existence of sanitary facilities. People
shared their homes and vyards with
animals and consequently with the
resultant sewage and filth.

Patrick explained in detail how the
topography of Denbigh had aided the
development of the town, and how the
use of sewers and culverts operated,
discharging into the local brook. He
made reference to how local people
would use a number of wells in and
around Denbigh eg Lenten Pool, Factory
Well, Barkers Well and Charnel Well.
The only problem was that because of
the discharge of sewerage into the local
brook, there would be serious
contamination of some of the wells, from
which the local people drew their water
for drinking, cooking and general use.

Patrick told us about the legislation that
had been introduced to try and improve
the situation ie Local Government Acts,
Public Health Act and how the local
Council was expected to implement the
legislation. In 1872 following the Public
Health Act, a Medical Officer of Health
was appointed. From 1872 the Council
was also able to apply for improvement
grants. Following a number of difficulties
and personality clashes between the
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Medical Officer of Health, the Council
Surveyor and Councillors, grants .had to
be applied for but because of the
problems, the grants were delayed which
meant that the improvements to the
sewerage system never materialized.
The Medical Officer of Health resigned
as he felt that the contents of the reports
he had submitted to the Council were
never taken seriously and he felt he was
in a difficult position. Luckily for St
Asaph, Dr Roberts became its Council's
Medical Officer.

Unfortunately an outbreak of typhoid
fever between the Market and High
Street, the business end of Denbigh, led
to an Inquiry by Dr Samuel J Smith in
1877. Following recommendations the
Council constructed some sewerage
tanks close to the church at Eglwys Wen
on land purchased from a Mr H R
Hughes. The cost of the Scheme was
£6600 with the tanks being built some 20
months from the original application. Mr
Hughes was allowed to wuse the
sewerage for the fertilizing of his land on
the payment of a rent to the Council.
The remains of some of the tanks still
remain and can be seen. In 1912 a new
sewerage treatment work was
constructed across the road from the old
tanks which greatly improved the
sanitation arrangements for the people of
Denbigh.

In summary Patrick reminded the
audience of the similarities of conditions
between Denbigh during the period
highlighted and those currently being
experienced in Third World countries of
the lack of sanitation and availability of
clean and safe water. He made
reference to the Johannesburg Earth
Summit and the current Africa Aid project
being fronted by Bob Geldof. It must be
remembered that none of the objectives

of the Summit were legally binding. At
the current rate of development it would
take Africa 30 years to access safe water
and improve their sanitation
requirements. Something for all of us
to think about.

Patrick asked for a payment to be made
to Water Aid in lieu of a speaker’s fee,
which the Society has gladly done.
(www.wateraid.org.uk).

EXCAVATIONS AT ST
CATHEDRAL - MAY 2005
The lifting and re-laying of the stone floor
in the Lady Chapel of St Asaph Cathedral
had been anticipated with some interest,
not to mention excitement.

ASAPH

After several weeks of inactivity, apart
from wrapping the organ in protective
plastic, | was alerted by a phone call that
things were indeed on the move.

With my trusty digital camera in hand |
asked if | might look at what was
happening. The archaeologist in charge
was helpful and explained their methods.
The floor was being excavated to a depth
of 300mm - enough to hopefully make a
consistent level for relaying the
flagstones.

The surprise was the number of graves
uncovered, no less than sixteen! It had
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been anticipated there would have been a
few as there are some 17" memorial
stones set in the Lady Chapel floor. There
appeared to be four 17" Century graves
and the remainder dating to Elizabethan
times; this was evident because of their
depth in the ground.

A magically clear imprint of a tile was
visible on the surface of one of the earlier
graves. Two matching pieces of a late
medieval tile had been unearthed of quite
amazing quality. The archaeologist
thinks that the Elizabethan grave where it
was found had been cut through the old
medieval floor and the tile just thrown
back with the spoil. | was privileged to
see it in its Tupperware box and be
allowed to take a photograph. The raised
pattern seemed to be of Celtic design
with a cross and trefoils within the
corners. The pattern depicted in dark
grey/blue outlined in black. The red clay
base was apparent and | was informed by
the archaeologist that preliminary
examination indicated it had been made
somewhere in North Eastern Wales. The
plan is to replicate the whole tile and
hopefully to date more accurately the
original. It is believed to be late medieval
but it may prove to be of a slightly earlier
date.

Other finds to date are some fragments of
medieval stained window glass and a
number of shroud pins.

Eventually it is planned to display all the
artefacts in the new Visitor Centre for the
Cathedral. However that will not be built
for some time, so in the meantime
hopefully an alternative safe arrangement
may be made for the general public to
view them.

Work has now started on the Translators’
Chapel Floor. Watch this space for
further reports.

**Pictures courtesy of Beverly Webber,
Archivist, St Asaph Archaeology
Society**

SITE INVESTIGATION — SATURDAY 11
JUNE 2005

A successful dig was held at Cil Owen on
a beautiful summer day with ten Society
Members and helpers in attendance.

Andrew had arranged for a minidigger to
be hired and two trenches were dug, one
in the barn and one in the house area,
together with help clearing a lot of debris
around the site and also a last minute
attempt to find a water course between
the house and barn. Thanks to Gwyn
Hughes of Fron Haul (the digger driver)
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who helped us take the heavy work out of
the equation and allowed us to start

digging.

Special thanks must be extended to
Sydney Edwards and his friends from
Denbigh who surveyed both the house
and barn with metal detectors, leading
other Members to start ‘digging’ and
finding the above treasures. The lads
also helped in getting the grate and
bottles out of the debris in the house.

Members split into groups to explore the
surrounding area looking for wells and the
mill, both were found and Andrew
assisted in the finding of water channels
and supplies by divining — a fascinating
method which a number of Members
attempted.

Following the above reccies, the group
reported back and started some serious
digging. A number of interesting items
were found including the bowl of a clay
pipe, two bottles, pieces of pottery, pieces
of china, some nails, a fire grate
frontpiece and some bits and pieces. We
found a slate path into the barn which
was on a couple of levels together with a
very nice wooden strut which could have
held up some floor panels???

During all the activity we stopped for
lunch where Bev gave us an impromptu
lecture on the murder at the house —
everyone present was fascinated so we
lolled in the hot sun, had our lunch with
our imaginations fired up!!!

The Group also had a visit from ClIiff
Kearns who discussed with us his
research on Eriviat and hopefully we can
get Cliff to give us a talk in the future.

After a number of hours, it was decided
that it was time to go home. A very tired,
but happy bunch of Members gathered

their tools and bits and pieces and wound
their way to their cars to a hot bath and
no doubt a couple of drinks. It had been
a really positive day and already our
thoughts are turning to yet another visit
on Saturday 16 July 2005.

Andrew has taken the finds so that we
can clean and catalogue where they were
found. Again any help would be
welcomed.

The Committee would like to thank
everyone who took part in the ‘dig’ and
extend a welcome to all our Members to
join us in the next one, where still more
work is required.

“FISHBOURNE ROMAN VILLA, PAST,

PRESENT & FUTURE”: "AD43 - THE
ROMAN INVASION AND THE LATEST
FINDINGS FROM FISHBOURNE
ROMAN PALACE."A TALK BY JOHN

MANLEY, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, SUSSEX
PAST — 8 JULY 2005

In his talk, John Manley centred on two
intriguing questions about the Claudian
invasion of AD 43. Where did the
landings take place, and was it really an
invasion?

For many years it has been believed that
the Romans landed near Richborough in
Kent, crossing the Medway and heading
towards London. More recent research,
however, is leaning towards the idea that
they landed on the Sussex coast near
Chichester.

The other piece of received wisdom that
was challenged was that the Romans
invaded Britain. We are asked, instead, to
consider the idea that they were invited
here, for whatever reason, in order to
help one of the Southern chieftains.
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What links these two ideas together
neatly is the fact that we know of a
friendly British leader called Togidubnus
who ruled in Sussex, and who seems to
have been the owner of the great Roman
villa at Fishbourne.

John pointed out that we have very little
written evidence, and most of what we
have had been written by Cassius Dio
some 150 years after the event. He
presented some very interesting
archaeological evidence to support the
latest ideas, but like all good archaeo-
historians he presented the arguments in
a way that leaves plenty of room for
personal speculation.

A truly memorable evening from an
outstanding speaker.

SITE INVESTIGATIONS — SUNDAY 10
JULY AND SATURDAY 16 JULY 2005
Work is progressing well on the dig at Cil
Owen and a small group from the Society
visited the site on 10 July 2005 to recce
for the weekend dig being held on 16 July
2005.

Eleven members of the Society turned up
to the Cil Owen dig on 16 July 2005 on
another very warm day. Andrew briefed
Members on the current status of the site
and it was agreed that the dig would
concentrate on the barn area. A number
of sample areas were excavated with a
number of small finds being made
including part of a clay pipe, some glass,
pottery and nails. Members also found a
laid brick path adjacent to the slate path
previously excavated. Another
successful site visit.

Particular reference must be made to one
of our enthusiastic ‘diggers’ who dug up a
number of ‘old’ finds, which turned out to
be very modern blue and black plastic —

well done, you did try and you know who
you are!lll

The group was also joined by a large
group of young cattle who came to
investigate and inspect what we were
doing.

The last site visit for this year will be held
on Saturday 17 September 2005,
meeting at the Bowling Green Car Park at
9.30am. Pictures of the dig are available
on a CD if anyone wishes to borrow it. It
will also be made available at our next
indoor meeting on Wednesday 7
September 2005.

As a reminder to all our Members, Bev
will be giving a talk on Cil Owen to our
friends at Cefn Historic Society at Cefn
Church Hall on 29 September 2005 at
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7.30am. Please support the event and
the Historic Society.

SAAS WEBSITE

The SAAS Website is now up and
running — what an exciting development
for the Society!! The Website can be
accessed on the following address:
http://www.stasaph.co.uk/archaeology

Suggestions and ideas for the Website
are welcome from all our Members so
don’t be shy, send us your thoughts.

FUTURE EVENTS

The Society have a number of interesting
speakers for the following few monthly
meetings together with digs at Cil Owen,
and news of these are included in your
Programme. We look forward to seeing
you.

The next event is a visit to Chester
Amphitheatre on Saturday 13 August
2005 at 10.00am. If you are interested
but need transport please contact the
Secretary so that she can co-ordinate
arrangements. She will need to know no
later than 9 August 2005 .

There will be an entrance fee for the tour
of the Amphitheatre, approximately £4.00.

' SUBSCRIPTIONS

MEMBERSHIP

Our membership now stands at 38.
Anyone wishing to become a Member or
just interested to make contact and attend
an event, please contact one of the
Society’s officers listed below.

In future the Newsletter will only be sent
to paid up Members so please if you
haven’'t paid your subs do so as soon as
you can.

- Don’t forget your subscriptions need
~ renewing prior to our Annual General
- Meeting in October 2005.

- Please send cheques made out to ‘St
~ Asaph Archaeology Society’ either to
~ the Treasurer or Secretary, or bring
~ them to the Annual General Meeting
- on 5 October 2005.

BITS AND BOBS

Congratulations to Mrs Mary Davies who
celebrated her 90™ birthday on 17 June
2005. Happy Birthday Mary from us all.
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