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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN- 
DAVID CASEMORE 
2010-11 has proved to be another very 
successful year with the membership numbers 
sustained and some new members have joined 
us. The programme of talks has covered a 
wide range of archaeological and some 
historical subjects. Our speakers have, as 
previously, been both informative and 
entertaining. Subjects covered included dating 
Welsh houses; the benefits of metal over 
stone; rock art in caves and man-made rock 
structures; aerial archaeological surveys; 
ceramic production by the late prehistoric 
people in the Peak District; the old port at 
Meols on the Wirral; known Roman sites in the 
area and the evidence available of other as yet 
undiscovered remains. In September, at very 
short notice Sean Evans agreed to come and 
tell us about his postgraduate studies of the 
Mostyn family in the 16th and 17th centuries, on 
which he had a wealth of information.  
Thanks are due to Tina for helping with 
contacting speakers, etc. 
Among the many field trips made, in March we 
had an enjoyable field trip to the Roman site 
and vineyard at Wroxeter. We also had a trip to 
the historic village of Shotwick on the Wirral 
and a variety of other sites of interest. A group 
of members made a trip to Oswestry for their 
annual workshop day, which this year featured 
post-Roman western Britain. A most enjoyable 
day trip took place in July to Stokesay Castle 
and the fascinating museum of Lost Content. 
Thanks are due to Maria, Bev, Paul, Graham, 
et al for their hard work in organising and 
leading trips, which often involved them in prior 
reconnoitring visits.  
Bev organised a fascinating workshop, held at 
the cricket pavilion, on reading and interpreting 

so called ósecretary handô, the form of written 
record-keeping in the Middle Ages. 
Our dig at Ysceifiog has continued under the 
direction of Graham Cragg and this has 
continued to yield new finds. The enjoyable 
open day, part of the national Festival of 
Archaeology, attracted a variety of visitors. 
Members supported this in various ways, 
including providing refreshments. Sid 
demonstrated metal detecting; Howard once 
again gave a display of his admirable skill at 
flint knapping. Our thanks are due once again 
to Hazel Formby for allowing us to continue our 
dig. 
Andrew has continued to efficiently look after 
our accounts. In addition, he, together with 
some other members, have been investigating 
divining as a means of detecting previously 
undetected roads, etc. We look forward to 
hearing about their findings. Thanks to Clive 
for running the raffle which helps towards our 
funds; to Chris and Paul for overseeing the 
library; to Graham for producing Dig This; to 
Monty for producing our Proceedings and 
printing copies of Dig This. Finally, thanks are 
due to our volunteers who ómanô the entrance 
and the refreshments. 
No society succeeds without a lot of hard work 
in the background so thanks again to all those 
who have contributed and my apologies to any 
I have forgotten to mention and to members 
who so fully support the Society.  
Sadly I must conclude by offering the Societyôs 
sympathies to the family of  former member 
Margaret Hopper who passed away this year. 
 
POTTERY SORTˈYSCEIFIOG VILLAGE 
HALLˈ22 OCTOBER 2010ˈARTICLE BY 
BEV WEBBER  
 
This activity again proved popular and 
attracted a good number of SAAS members, 
as well as a few guests. It is something that 
everyone can do, particularly those who are 
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not fit enough to dig on the site or do other 
things.  There was a cheerful atmosphere with 
looks of concentration whilst matching up the 
disparate pieces of pottery. Thank you to all of 
those people who came along! 
 
LECTUREˈDATING OLD WELSH  
HOUSESˈ3  NOVEMBER  2010ˈ 
MARGARET DUNNˈARTICLE  BY MONTY 
CORDWELL 
 
Margaret Dunn is the Director of the project 
ñDating Old Welsh Housesò. She explained 
that, launched in 2008, the project is expected 
to run until 2012 and is aimed at identifying as 
yet unrecognised, undated and unprotected 
examples of 16th and 17th C. Welsh Tudor and 
Jacobean houses.  

The key period in 
the development of 
yeomen farmsteads 
in Wales in which 
the foundations of 
the built landscape  

Margaret   Dunn                                                   
were  laid  down was  between 1485 and 1700. 
Concentrating on North West Wales the project 
uses dendrochronology to establish the date of 
origin of houses. At least 80-100 rings are 
needed to get a good date. Many houses, seen 
from outside, betray little of their great age until 
scrutinised very carefully and consequently 
their ages have been unsuspected. The work 
of identification of possible targets for 
dendrochronology is largely done by volunteer 
groups covering Anglesey, South 
Denbighshire, and old Caernarfonshire. 
Further groups are to be set up in old 
Merioneth and Conwy. Accurate dating has 
revealed the evolving local changes in house 
design over time. The earliest type consisted of 
timber framed open halls on stone plinths with 
central hearths. This style slowly changed to 
stone buildings with gable end chimneys and 
first floor rooms often reached by stone spiral 
staircases. The earliest found dates to 1495 
when Henry VII came to the throne.  
 
Numerous bodies support the project, notably 
the Society of Antiquaries, CADW, the National 
Lottery and the National Trust as well as a 
variety of more local organisations. 
Margaret illustrated her lecture with numerous 
examples of houses found to be of great age 
despite their modest exteriors. 
 
The project has its own web page :- 

www.datingoldwelshhouses.co.uk 
 
The Chairman thanked Margaret for a very 
interesting talk. 
 
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENINGˈ                    
1 DECEMBER 2010  
 
This event was cancelled due to inclement 
weather       
 
PRESENTATION ON TAN Y LLAN 
EXCAVATIONS IN 2010 & QUIZˈ 5 
JANUARY 2011ˈARTICLE BY BEV 
WEBBER 
 
The meeting began with a presentation by Bev 
on the progress of excavations at Tan y Llan 
site during the season. This had been 
postponed from the December meeting that 
was cancelled owing to adverse weather 
conditions. The Quiz, devised by Chris 
Johnson, was quite challenging, especially for 
those of us with no knowledge of current 
popular culture. I have to say that the team 
with the Chair, Secretary and Archivist did very 
badly! It was however, good fun and an 
enjoyable social evening. 
 
FIELDWORKˈSEARCHING FOR ANCIENT 
TRACK-WAYS IN AND AROUND ST 
ASAPHˈ12 JANUARY 2011 et. seq. 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER 
 
Andrew Thomas had given us a thought 
provoking presentation at the AGM last 
October, on ñdiviningò for ancient tracks. It has 
long been thought that St Asaph is on the site 
of the lost Roman fort of Varis/Varae. There 
are known Roman roads that lead towards St 
Asaph: in the west, along Glas Coed Road and 
in the east, the other side of Rhuallt. There is 
no obvious connection of the two meeting and 
crossing the River Elwy. The idea behind it is 
to see if it is possible to locate long since 
vanished tracks and routes through the 
medium of dowsing.  For the uninitiated, 
ñdowsingò is the doing of it and ñdiviningò the 
interpretation of findings. At the initial meeting 
on 12th January at Jacobôs Ladder caf®, 
Andrew explained to the group (six of us) the 
methods of dowsing, and other more 
ñscientificò ways for gathering material and 
information. We repaired to Roe Plas at the 
lower end of the town and were given our 
divining rods ï bent coat hangers ï and walked 
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inline across the field. Most ñpicked up signalsò 
almost immediately: i.e. the divining rods 
twitched and moved quite distinctly. By the end 
of the morning everyone was quite adept at 
using the rods. What we were actually finding 
and how is a mystery. Most probably we were 
finding the residue of the water table from the  
the river course before the embankment was 
built. In the meantime a number of maps, old 
and new, and other useful documents had 
been located from Flintshire Record Office and 
elsewhere by Bev, Maria & Graham. 
 
Our second meeting attracted other members, 
curious to become involved in this new project. 
This time we were taken down by Old Bont 
Dafydd next to the A55. The two resident  

 
Demonstrating dowsing to a horse 

horses were very pleased to have our 
company and looked on with interest as 
Andrew demonstrated to the newcomers the 
technique of handling the dowsing rods. As at 
Roe Plas, we were all experiencing movement 
from our rods at certain spots. Maria used her 
GPS system to plot the grid references when 
strong signals occurred. It appeared that we 
were picking up signals from an old track-way 
from an older map.  Next we walked to another 
field and followed the old footpath that passes 
Bronwylfa, formerly the original coaching route,  
across Old Bont Dafydd, past Bronwylfa, along 
Bryn Gobaith, thence to the White Lion Inn, 
where today ñAbbeyfieldò now stands.  
 
LECTUREˈòSTONE V METALòˈ                    
2 FEBRUARY 2011ˈFELICITY DAVIES 
ARTICLE BY ANDREW THOMAS 
Felicity Davies set out to give us an overview 

of  the change from 
mostly stone based 
cultures to ones  
relied on metals. 
Neanderthal                            
and Neolithic man 
used stone tools to 
cut and hammer 

Felicity Davies                        and to make ornaments. 
The work ranged from small triangular cutters 
to beautiful statuettes and strangely the better 

works were often made by the earlier man. 
One of the persistent problems with stone was 
attaching a handle which had to be tied on or 
wedged into the wood or bone. 
Flint was the usual choice for tools as it could 
easily be knapped into shape giving a good 
sharp blade and there were  
many sources in Britain. Chert was also used 
less frequently and obsidian (volcanic glass 
from Italy and Greece) gave an excellent edge 
and is sometimes used by surgeons today. 
The ensuing Bronze Age began with Eastern 
Europeans from the Transylvanian Alps. These 
people were experts in pottery and in the 
glazing. They experimented with different 
metal ores that gave a variety of colours and 
also discovered that an alloy of 90% copper 
and 10% tin gave a strong yet workable metal 
that could be moulded into tools, ornaments 
and vessels. From the Alps they went out 
across Europe promoting bronze as a superior 
product to stone and probably went to great 
lengths to keep the formula secret. The use of 
bronze soon spread and was being made all 
over Europe. The main source of tin 
throughout Europe was in Cornwall and copper 
in Britain could be mined at the Great Orme, 
Llandudno. 
Samples of stone and bronze tools were 
passed around the audience and after the talk 
there was a lively enactment by the audience 
of how the new bronze might have been sold 
to Stone Age man. 
 
LECTUREˈTHE ROCK ART PROJECTˈ 
2  MARCH 2011ˈADAM  STANFORDˈ 
ARTICLE BY CHRIS JOHNSON 
 
On 2 March 2011 Adam Stanford and George 
Nash gave a very interesting and informative 
lecture on the Anglesey Rock Art Project. 
Adam, the archaeological photographer, gave  
us an introduction. The Anglesey Rock Art 
Project was begun in 2004 after a         number 
of field trips with students from Bristol 

University to  
Anglesey and the Isle 
of Man. The discovery 
of about 20 cup marks 
on a large rock 
outcrop at Bryn Celli 
Ddu on Anglesey  

Adam Stanford 

sparked the foundation of the Anglesey Rock 
Art Project, whose members have 
subsequently discovered examples of 
interesting rock art at sites such as the 
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passage grave at Barcled y Gaws and 
Cromlech Farm. In 2009 The Welsh Rock Art 
Association was formed, and a website set up, 
to collate as much information as possible and 
to build an on-line database of known sites as 
well as possible sites yet to be investigated. 
Although rock art is known throughout northern 
Britain, it is still not really well known in Wales, 
and the ARAP want to raise awareness of the 
sites, foster respect for them, and protect 
them. The project is funded by Archaeological 
Safaris Ltd., and regular field trips are 
organized. George gave us further information 
about rock art. He has noticed patterns within 
the landscape, and surmised that 4000-6000 
years  
ago people wanted      to make a statement on 
rock. Rock art sites     are generally associated 

with death and burial 
and are found in or 
near   monuments. 
As Welsh rock art is 
the same as that 
found in Ireland, 
Brittany and the rest 

George Nash                         of western Europe, 
does it have the same meaning in all the areas 
along the northern coastal fringe of Europe? 
Art found in Spain and Portugal dated to 
6000BC is very similar to that found in Wales 
and Ireland c3000BC. As culture spread about 
a mile a year, the ideology of death appears to 
work its way north over 3000 years. 
 
External geographies provide clues to finding 
art around the landscape. Watery places, large 
rock outcrops, nearby monoliths and/or burial 
chambers are all possible indications of the 
presence of rock art. Old sites could also be 
re-used. The Trefail Stone, probably a 
capstone, may be the remains of a Portal 
Dolmen, one of the earliest Neolithic burial 
chambers in western Britain, and may have 
become a meeting place, and subsequently a 
standing stone used as a marker for another 
barrow. 
 
Could the markers form some sort of linguistic 
connection? At Cae Dyni  near Criccieth, an 
early Bronze Age monument, nine or ten cup 
marks form an arc, and seem to have been 
carved in a deliberate way. At Cashtal yn Ard 
on the Isle of Man there are three or four cup 
marks, also in an arc. On the Lleyn Peninsula 
the Bachwen chambered tomb has no rock art 
on the northern part of the capstones, but 110 

cup marks on the other side, and all the 
capstones dip towards the sea. Is there some 
significance in these similarities? 

  
Is this a dagger I see before me? 

At Dyffryn Ardudwy there is a two-phase 
monument - a portal dolmen which changed 
into a long mound to which an eastern 
chamber was later added. Did rock art 
delineate a wall between life and death? Did it 
demarcate and ritualize certain areas of 
passage, to tell people that they were entering 
a very special place? Art played an integral 
role in the way the dead were entombed. 
George made the interesting observation that 
light would also have been very important. The 
users of the monuments would have 
experienced a number of light sensations, 
each with its own significance, such as sunrise, 
sunset, and  the equinox. About eleven generic 
designs in rock art have been identified. Did 
they form some sort of 'language'? 
 
Adam and George showed us photos of some 
fascinating sites, and left us with a number of 
intriguing questions and possible answers 
about life, art and belief in neolithic Wales. 
 
DAY SCHOOLS FOR LEARNING TO READ 
ñSECRETARY HANDò: 5, 9 & 11  MARCH 
2011.ˈARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER 
 
Philip Holdsworth, who had given us a 
memorable lecture last September about 
Manorial Records, contacted us to find out if 
there might be an interest from our members to 
participate in a ñDay Schoolò to learn how to 
read ñsecretary handò. This is the style of 
writing used during the 16th and 17th centuries 
and into the early 1700ôs. Surprisingly twenty 
four SAAS members were keen to take up the 
challenge! Dates were originally set for early 
December, but had to be postponed owing to  
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the severe winter weather. Early March saw 
three separate days for the three groups. It 

 
A Hard Dayôs Work 

was held in the Cricket Club as a central venue 
to suit Philip. The first part of the day was 
through a Power Point presentation looking at 
the ñofficialò letter formations and their variants. 
ñThe ABC of Secretary Handò was referred to 
and we were straight away plunged in ñat the 
deep endò attempting to read short passages 
of script. Some of us have had more 
experience than others, but everyone was 
making an effort to concentrate and ñinterpretò 
these ñstrangeò letters. During the day we were 
given progressively more difficult texts to 
transcribe. Philip was a hard taskmaster but an 
excellent teacher. Everything was logically and 
clearly explained. As the day was coming to an 
end we were all suffering from mental 
exhaustion. It shows how out of practice one 
becomes at prolonged and intensive 
concentration. However everyone who had 
participated learned a tremendous amount, 
and now hopefully will build on this new found 
skill to read earlier documents, possibly for 
genealogy or other historical research.  
 
VISIT TO WROXETER ROMAN CITY, 
WROXETER VINEYARD AND ATTINGHAM 
PARK ï 19 MARCH 2011 ï ARTICLE BY 
MARIA BLAGOJEVIC 
 
A 20+ strong group of Society Members met to 
enjoy a busy day visiting the above places. 
 
The main purpose of visiting Wroxeter Roman 
City was to see the infamous óRoman Villaô that 
had been the subject of a reality documentary 
in 2010.  Some Members had also wished to 
visit the Roman City.  Wroxeter (or Viroconium) 
was the 4th largest city in Roman Britain; it 
began as a legionary fortress and later 
developed into a thriving civilian city.  Though 
much still remains below ground, today the 
most impressive features are the 2nd century 
municipal baths and the remains of the huge 
wall dividing them from the exercise hall in the 
heart of the city ï known as óthe Old Worksô.  
The town covered over 200 acres of land, two 

miles of walls and had a population of 
approximately 5,000.  The site is on the line of 
the great Roman road known as óWatling 
Streetô.  In the early years, Wroxeter would 
probably have been a temporary marching 
camp but in AD58 when Emperor Nero 
decided to invade Wales rather than defend a 
border with England, the fortress would have 
become permanent.   
 

 
The Old Works and Bath Complex © Maria Blagojevic 

 
The modern óRoman Villaô that had been 
constructed on the site was very interesting, 
given that it had been undertaken through an 
innovative TV project with Channel 4, a Roman 
villa urbana ï a high status Roman town 
house, being built by a team of modern 
builders using traditional Roman methods. 
 

 
Roman Villa © Maria Blagojevic 

 

The Group split up and went on their way to 
visit each part of the site independently 
agreeing to meet up at the Car Park later to 
visit the Vineyard. 
 
The Vineyard is a family business which was 
planted in early 1991 on land adjacent to the 
Roman City of Wroxeter.  The land on which 
the vineyard stands is part of a small holding 
called Glebe Farm and has been in the family 
for over 60 years, some five generations 
having farmed the land. 
 
We were welcomed by David, his son Martin 
and his wife.  A number of Members partook in 
some tasting of the various wines and indulged 



6 

 

in retail therapy before sitting down to enjoy 
refreshments. 
Most of Glebe Farm was scheduled ancient 
monument but had one field outside the 
scheduled area that had previously been 
ploughed.  After carefully considering the 
implications of planting near a scheduled 
monument, the present site of the vineyard 
was found to be suitable, because the site was 
level, well sheltered and had very free draining 
soils.   
 
David and his family showed the Group some 
of the artefacts that had been found on the 
land over the last few years.  We thanked 
David and his family for his hospitality and then 
ventured on to Attingham Park. 
 
Attingham Park is situated near to the village of 
Atcham.  The Park was designed by George 
Steward and built for Noel Hill, the 1st Baron 
Berwick in 1785 and was in continuous 
ownership by the family for more than 160 
years.  It was built on the site of an earlier 
house known as Tern Hall and built to the 
Baronôs own designs by Richard Hill of 
Hawkstone.  Later John Nash added the 
picture gallery.  It was the seat of the Barons 
Berwick until that title became extinct in 1953.  
As their fortunes rose and fell they proved 
themselves to be spenders, savers and 
saviours. 

  
Attingham Park © Maria Blagojevic  

 

A number of the party visited the mansion 
whilst others enjoyed wandering through the 
grounds, taking in the gardens, the river and 
the deer park. 
 
More information is available from the 
respective websites: 
 
http://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/wroxeter-roman-

city/ 

http://www.wroxetervineyard.co.uk/ 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-

attinghampark 
 
LECTUREˈARCHAEOLOGY FROM THE 
AIR6̍ APRIL 2011ˈDR.TOBY 
DRIVERˈARTICLE BY PAUL EVERS-
SWINDELL 
 
Dr Driver of the RCAHM, who operates from 
Aberystwyth, began by telling us that  
the archive of aerial photography for Wales, 
including the archives of the ñSkyviewsò  
firm, now defunct, and various records 
gathered by the RAF and other sources now  
formed a resource covering some twenty-five 
years of aerial photography of Wales  
which is now giving archaeologists and 
historians unrivalled opportunities to reexamine 
sites of interest and discover new ones. 

 
TobyDriver                                                        
Unlike the larger aircraft used by the Ordnance 
Survey, those used are small light  
craft which are more economical, at £150 per 
hour just ten percent of the expense of a  
larger craft, and also can be booked and in the 
air relatively quickly so that advantage  
can be taken of good light and weather 
conditions. Air safety and pilots of the highest  
order are of great importance. 
 
 Most of us are familiar with the concept of 
spotting the more obvious signs of sites  
which may be of interest; foundations, 
roadways etc. showing as areas of withering in  
dry weather, ditches and similar areas where 
soil is deeper and wetter showing as  
areas of lusher growth. Toby pointed out more 
than once how errors can easily be  
made. One playing-card shape, with the typical 
rounded corners of a Roman fort  
proved to be the site of the pavilion of the 
National Eisteddfod when held in Mold  
some years ago. Digital photography has the 
ability to ñstrip outò sections of the  
colour spectrum and this can show even more 
clearly any anomalies in the area under  
scrutiny. Only some fifteen years ago the 
irregularities at the Caer Drewen site were  

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/wroxeter-roman-city/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/wroxeter-roman-city/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/wroxeter-roman-city/
http://www.wroxetervineyard.co.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-attinghampark
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-attinghampark
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thought to be merely field drains until aerial 
views showed the site as a whole and  
allowed a different interpretation.  

 
Toby guided us through a wide range of aerial 
photographs of our area, ranging from  
castles and archaeological sites to examples of 
modern town planning and industrial  
development which will also, in time, prove of 
value. The slides gave us a new  
perspective on the area in which we live, 
allowing us to see sites such as  
Bodelwyddan Castle, surrounded by World 
War I trenches which were used as final  
training before embarkation for France and the 
real thing, the stone-age enclosure,  
thought now to be a market-place, at Marian 
Frith near Mynydd Hirraddug at Dyserth  
and, in difficult conditions, iron-age barrows 
just showing through the poor soil at  
Gwysaney near Mold, complete with central 
pit.  
The talk encompassed not just the 
interpretation of sites and their monitoring for  
disturbance or damage but also much of the 
joy of flight and the beauty of familiar  
places seen from a new and exciting view 
point. Dr.Driver is a fluent and enthused  
speaker and his fascinating talk  was  
appreciated by all those present. After taking 
questions he was thanked warmly and  
sincerely by the Chairman and by an 
appreciative round of applause 
 
FIELD TRIP TO SHOTWICK VILLAGE AND 
CASTLE  EARTHWORKSˈ 10 APRIL 2011 
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER 
 
On arriving in Shotwick Village on a beautiful 
spring day, we were met by John Carsley who  
had kindly volunteered to talk to us about the 
church. To begin, he pointed out the striations 
in the porch where archers reputedly 
sharpened their arrows when practising. There 
had been a Saxon church on the site and the 
first mention of Shotwick is in Domesday. The 
present church is largely  
medieval with a later tower and 19th century 
alterations. The magnificent Norman archway 

survives above the 15th century doorway, and 

John Carsley Speaking                                  
 the octagonal font is of the same date. 
Remains of the old rood screen have           
been incorporated into the fine early 18th 
century box pews. A three decker pulpit, the 
churchwardensô pew and the ñDevilsô doorò on 
the north side of the church were discussed. 
Other points of interest included the bells, the 
Commandments boards, the Royal Coat of 
Arms and the 18th century reading desk for the 
church musicians. John showed us the tithe 
map inside the church and the famous ñpirateôs 
graveò in the churchyard.  
Having thanked John for his interesting & 
entertaining guidance, the group gathered 
outside to listen to Bev talking about the 
importance of archery between the 14th and 
16th centuries. After this ñintroductionò it was 
pointed out that the river Dee would have 
come up to the church yard walls and that 
Shotwick had been a strategic port after the 
demise of Chesterôs port with the silting up of 
the River Dee. Well before that, traders were 
crossing the ford at Shotwick, carrying salt into 
North Wales along the ñSalters Wayò. This 
route became known as ñthe Kingôs Highwayò 
as troops crossed at the time of war with the 
Welsh during the 13th century. Shotwickôs 
fortunes were dependent upon ñthe fishery, 
ford and the ferryò. 
As Chesterôs port began to silt up, cargoes 
were unloaded at Shotwick and for about 100 
years the port at Shotwick replaced that at 
Chester. 
In 1641 the plague raged and many villagers 
died. During the 17th century most of the 
houses in the village were rebuilt. During the 
18th century the ford was in continual use, and 
the last recorded crossing was in 1796. 
Examples from the Quarter Session records 
showed how hazardous it was to cross the 
Dee. A number of ñdrowningsò were cited, with 
people becoming lost and stuck in the shifting 
sands.  
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Greyhound farm, which had previously been 
the Greyhound Inn, was the scene of an inept 
attempted robbery by Irish travellers in 1750. 
Several features from the tithe map were 
mentioned on the walk around the village, and 
one of these was ñMoat Plantationò. This had 
been the site of the former moated manor 
house. The present Shotwick Hall replaced the 
old manor, having been built in 1662 for the 
Huckenhall family.  

 
Shotwick Hall 

We had been given permission by the present 
tenants of the Hall to stand inside the gates 
and photograph this splendid mellow red brick 
building. 
More examples of events, happenings and 
misdeeds had been gleaned from the Parish 
Registers, Quarter Session Records, Bishopôs 
Court and Church Wardensô Accounts. One of 
these from the Q.S. records: Edward Lloyd v 
Margaret Whitehead saying he ñhad been 
naughty with her in a barn and once in the 
great Church at Chesterò. 
Finally the story of the ñhorned womanò Mary 
Davies was related. 
After lunch we made our way to Shotwick 
Castle. It is situated south of Shotwick Village, 
and today with the modern road system it is no 
longer in sight of the village. The castle 
earthworks site is well away from the now 
canalised River Dee, but originally the water 
would have come right up to the castle walls. 
The earliest castle was a ñmotte and baileyò 
constructed c1093 by Hugh Lupus, its purpose 
being to defend the Shotwick ford across the 
Dee. Adding to its defence, much of the motte 
ditch would have been flooded at high tide. By 
the 13th century the wooden construction was 
replaced by stone. Much of the surviving 
earthworks are of the ditches surrounding the 
motte and bailey. However, other parts belong 
to the later medieval period when the castle 
grounds were laid out in an ornamental 
landscape of gardens and ponds.  The castle 
remained in good repair until the early 16th 
century, but by the end of the 17th century the 
castle was in ruins. When the Dee was 

diverted in 1737 the castle became land-locked 
and eventually most of the stone was removed 
and used elsewhere in the area. 
 
LECTUREðHILLFORT GLOW 
EXPERIMENTˈERIN ROBINSONˈ4 MAY 
2011ˈ ARTICLE BY ERIN ROBINSON 
On the evening of 19th March, over 350 people 
gathered on ten different hillforts in Wales and 
England to take part in the óHillfort Glowô 
experiment. Erin Robinson, archaeologist and 
co-organiser of the experiment spoke to St 
Asaph Archaeological Society about the event 
and the Heather and Hillforts Landscape 
Partnership Scheme on Wednesday 4th May.                                              
 
The Heather and Hillforts Project, whose 
implementation phase begun in 2007 and is 
now in its fourth year, was set up to protect 
and to increase the enjoyment and 
understanding of the natural and historic 
upland environment of north-east Wales.  

 
Erin Robinson 

Heather moorland is internationally rare and 
without human intervention to manage the 
moorland using traditional techniques such as 
burning, cutting and grazing, the uplands 
would revert to their original form of heavy 
woodland. When you consider that around half 
the worldôs remaining heather moorland is 
located in the United Kingdom, you can 
appreciate what a loss that would be.  
 
Hillforts are giant man-made defensive 
enclosures which generally date back to the 
Iron Age, around 2500 years ago. Even after 
excavation, their function remains a mystery as 
we have no written sources dating to that 
period. There are many hillforts in north east 
Wales and Cheshire which makes it a very 
important historical landscape.  
 
Two Heritage Lottery Funded Landscape 
Partnership Schemes currently run in both 
north east Wales and in Cheshire to look after 
six of these hillforts each. The Heather and 
Hillforts and the Habitats and Hillforts Project, 
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in Cheshire, jointly organised the Hillfort Glow 
experiment to test whether the hillforts were 
able to communicate between them with the 
help of local volunteers using light.  
 
By asking the public to be involved, all of the 
torches together created each hillfort to óglowô 
in the moonlight and we were able to make 
more connections than were previously 
recorded- even some that organisers were 
unsure were even possible in the daylight .  
 
High powered torches were used to signal to 
other hillforts rather than fire beacons which 
have been used in the past for special events 
due to the internationally rare habitat that these 
hillforts now sit within.  
 
Connections were made reaching to hillforts 
sitting over 40km away from each other and 
this was all thanks to the public giving up their 
time to help shine their lights on the hilltops.  
 
The feedback gained was that people really 
connected with the ancient enclosures. Just by 
seeing a light on a fellow hilltop, people felt a 
sense of community and connection with the 
other hillforts and people who were signalling 
back to them; it certainly felt as if these hillforts 
belonged together. 
 
The ambience of the event was added to by 
the óSuper Moonô which rose over the hillforts 
during the experiment. This meant that the 
moonôs distance was at its nearest position to 
earth, a phenomenon only happening once 
every 18 years. The weekend was also the 
date of the Spring Equinox which would have 
been an important date in the Iron Age 
calendar.  
 
Although we are unsure if these hillforts all 
date to the same time (even if they all date to 
the Iron Age, that is still a period of 800 years 
so they may not all have been built or used at 
the same time), the experiment highlighted the 
area for its wealth of hillforts and their 
proximity.  
 
We donôt know if they would have sent signals 
to each other, we donôt even know if they were 
friend or foe, but we can certainly conclude 
that these places still have a special meaning 
to us 2,500 years after they were built and to 
think that it could have been our own ancestors 
looking out to other hillforts all of those years 

ago certainly makes the hills and hillforts glow 
in our imaginations. 
 
The experiment took place at dusk using ten 
hillforts on the Sandstone Ridge, the Clwydian 
Range, Mynydd-y-Gaer Corwen, Halkyn 
Mountain and the Wirral at the hillforts of 
Maiden Castle (Bickerton Hill), Beeston Castle, 
Kelsborrow, Helsby Hill, Burton Point, Moel y 
Gaer Rhosesmor, Penycloddiau, Moel Arthur, 
Moel Fenlli and Caer Drewyn.  
 

FIELD TRIP ï 22 MAY 2011 ï VALLE 
CRUCIS ABBEY AND DINAS BRANð
ARTICLE BY GRAHAM CRAGG  

A sunny day saw a good turnout of members, 
who split into 2 groups depending on their 
choice of walk. 
Walk 1   -  Llangollen Canal & Valle Crucis 
Abbey. 
 
Valle Crucis - the vale of the cross ï takes its     

Elisegôs Pillar © Andrew Gale 07751558867 
 
name from the nearby Pillar of Eliseg, 
a monument of great importance in early 
Welsh history. The Pillar was raised in the 8th 
Century by Elisegôs greatgrandson, Cyngen, 
the last independent king of Wales. 
 
Eliseg, who órecovered the land of Powys from 
the English with fire and swordô was the direct 
descendent of Vortigern (Gwytherin) and the 
Emperor Magnus Maximus, one of the last 
Roman rulers of Britain in the late 4th Century. 
There are reasonably sound links between 
Arthur, Merlin, Vortigern and the Vale of 
Llangollen. 
 
The site was re-excavated last year by Bangor 
University and CPAT, but there was little or no 
evidence of the skeleton of a tall man found 
during the 1779 excavation and supposedly 
replaced. 
A new excavation is planned in September. 
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We walked along the Canal towpath, observing 
lots of frantic mallard ducklings plus a 
Mandarin duck  These are now considered 
native to Britain after escaping from 
ornamental lakes and founding feral 
populations.  
Also seen and heard was a steam train on the 
recently restored Llangollen railway. 

Llangollen Railway is a mainly Steam hauled 
Heritage Railway Line starting at Llangollen 
station located beside the Dee River Bridge in 
Llangollen town, and continuing for 7 ½ miles 
upstream, following the River Dee to the village 
of Carrog. 

The Railway remains close to the waters of the 
river for most of itôs length, On the north bank 
at Llangollen Station, the river is crossed to the 
south bank via the Dee Bridge, approximately 
one mile upstream from Llangollen. The 
railway was started in 1975 by a group of 
enthusiasts who saw the potential for a scenic 
heritage line through the Dee Valley. Their 
original vision grew into what you can see 
today. For 7 ½ miles rails have been re-laid 
westwards along the track-bed of the old 
Ruabon to Barmouth main line, through  to 
Carrog, where the line presently terminates. 

We left the canal towpath at the Motor 
Museum and headed along the path towards 
the Valle Crucis Abbey, where we stopped for 
lunch before touring the Abbey, having been 
joined by the survivors of the walk up Dinas 
Bran. 
  
Valle Crucis Abbey. 
 

Vale Crucis 
The Abbey was founded in 1201 by the Prince      
 

 
of Northern Powys, Madog ap Gruffydd   
Maelor I, for the Cistercian order. As the 
buildings developed so too did the monastic 
estates and the abbey became very 
prosperous. 
In the middle of the 13th Century there was 
substantial rebuilding after a serious fire. 
The wars of Edward I also took their toll on the 
Abbey and it was twice compensated for 
damage at the end of the 13th Century.  
Fire struck again at the beginning of the 15th 
Century, perhaps due to the revolt of Owain 
Glyndwr, who was a descendent of Madog ap 
Gruffydd Maelor. 
The Western and Southern ranges were rebuilt 
and by the end of the century the first floor of 
the East range had been converted from the 
monkôs dormitory into a grand set of 
apartments for the Abbot. 
Monastic life came to an end in 1537 when the 
abbey was surrendered to Henry VIII and then 
sold to Sir William Pickering. Many of the 
buildings were stripped of lead and stone and 
the site fell into disuse. 
 
Some members went back ódownstreamô along 
the towpath to the café at Llangollen Wharfe, 
whilst others first went óupstreamô to visit the 
Horseshoe Falls , which feeds the canal with 
water from the River Dee. Horse drawn barges 
were busy taking passengers along the canal 
and we had a good view of the Eisteddfod 
Pavilion to the right as we got nearer to 
Llangollen 
 
 
 
Walk 2   -  Castell Dinas Bran 

There has been a fortified encampment above 
Llangollen for at least 3,000 years. At approx 
750 ft, the 1.5ha. hill fort occupies the summit 
of an isolated steep-sided hill, formed when the 
surrounding landscape was sculpted by ice 
and river. Strategically, the vale lies in a 
junction of the Welsh mountains and the 
English  plains. The junction itself was formed 
thousands of years ago by the meeting of two 
ice sheets, one from the Irish Sea and the 
other from the mountains to the South. 
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The defences comprise a steep scarp up to 8m 
high with intermittent remains of banks and 
ditch. There is a possible in-turned entrance to 
the South-West and hut sites in the interior  
Two socketed and looped bronze axes were 

found separately on the south slope of Dinas 
Bran. One in 1932 found 182m SSW of the 
castle ruins, the other about 137m from the 
summit. Bran is the reputed builder of the first 
castle structure in the old Iron Age fort, as well 
as being one of the protectors of the Holy 
Grail. The name Bran means crow or raven in 
Welsh, the same meaning as Corbenic, the 
castle of the Grail of Arthurian legend. 

The current ruins were constructed in the 13th 
century by Madog ap Gruffydd Maelor I who 
also founded the nearby Valle Crucis Abbey.  
The Castle occupies a long rectangular 
platform, perhaps artificially leveled in part,  

The 1870 Map 
consisting of a courtyard with the main  
buildings at the East end and with the hall 
against the South curtain wall. Masonry for 
building the castle came from the deep rock 
cut ómoatô on the South and East sides. On this 
1870 map can also be seen the camera 
obscura, now gone from the castle. 
 
 

Once completed it was held by the Princes of 
Powys for only twenty years before 
surrendering to Henry de Lacy, the Earl of 
Lincoln, in 1277. De Lacy burnt the castle 
down and it was never rebuilt - the fact there 
are still ruins visible is a testament to the 
strength of the original structure. Owain 
Glyndwr did attempt to re-capture the site in 
1402 but was ultimately unsuccessful.  
 
We took the easiest way up to the Castle via 
the ózig zagsô, then proceeded clockwise from 
the Hill Fort entrance below the impressive 
castle walls, to enter via the remains of the 
main gate.  
We were assisted in this by a strong wind, 
which kept us safely spread - eagled against 
the steep hillside, giving us a good idea of how 
difficult the castle would have been to assault. 
We retraced our steps down to Llangollen 
Wharfe, walked along the canal towpath and 
joined the rest of the party for a very interesting 
tour of Valle Crucis. 
Both groups then walked back along the 
towpath to Llangollen. 
 
This modern plan shows the Keep and 
Gatehouse in more detail, as well as the  

A Modern  Plan 

subsequent deterioration of the ruins. 
Clwyd County Council bought Dinas Bran 
castle (just the top of the hill) in about 1990 for 
£1. Since then about £600,000 has been spent 
on reconsolidation and repair work at the site. 
Initially work was carried out to improve access 
and rationalise the many paths which went up 
to the top, so that there is now one main track 
on each side.  
 
A complete survey was carried out on the site 
and this identified where reconsolidation work 
needed to take place. There were some areas 
of the north curtain wall where 3-4 metre 
heights of masonry was supported on very 

http://www.llangollen.org/en/Land_of_Myth_and_Legend/Valle_Crucis_Abbey
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little!. The north wall was worked on first as this 
was in the worst condition.  
Throughout the aim was not to change the way 
the castle looked but to prevent further 
deterioration.` There has been extensive use 
of steel pins, concrete and carbon fibre rods 
and ribbons to hold the remains together, but 
hopefully it is quite difficult to work out where 
this work has taken place   
Work took place over about 17 seasons, and 
almost everything was completed except the 
arch at the D shaped tower.  
The work was jointly funded by CADW and the 
County Council. 
 

LECTUREˈTHE  OLD PORT AT MEOLS      
1  JUNE 2011ˈROB PHILPOTˈ ARTICLE 
BY MONTY CORDWELL  
 
The Chairman introduced Rob Philpot of the 
National Museums Liverpool.  

 
Rob Philpot 

Rob said that his primary interest was in the 
Romans and the site at Meols was early 
looked upon as an enigmatic site of many 
finds, some Roman, whose history and 
significance was not understood.His interest 
was aroused. 
 
Desk research revealed that in 1846 the vicar 
of Everton, the Reverend A Hulme, visited 
Hoylake and noticed a display of finds on his 
hostôs mantelshelf. He  learned that since 1828 
local people had made finds on the beaches at  
Meols, centred on Dove Point. The Reverend 
Hulme began to pay local people to collect 
finds for him, which surfaced most notably after 
North West gales disturbed the sands. His 
resulting collection with those of Charles Potter 
and Ecroyd Smith eventually found their way to 
various local museumsˈChester, Warrington 
and Liverpool  (with a small and inferior part 
going to the British Museum) where they 
languished largely unexamined.  
Many finds deposited at Liverpool were lost to 
war damage but surviving finds prove to have 
been very accurately illustrated by the Rev. 
Hulme  so his drawings of now lost finds may 

be regarded as reliable. Consequently  the 
wartime losses have been somewhat 
mitigated. 
  
In 1998/9 a grant was obtained to enable the 
tracing, examination, cataloguing and 
interpretation of the finds and this work was 
undertaken with help from Geoff Egan of the 
Museum of London. The result is the published 
Meols Catalogue.  
Over the years about three thousand objects 
have been found covering the period from the 
late neolithic  to mediaeval times. The finds 
reveal that there was a port at Meols for over 
two thousand years, predating Chester. It is 
evident that a series of settlements have 
existed there, moving as the shifting channels 
in the sands dictated. A map of 1792 by 
Charles Eye reveals the massive extent of 
erosion of the sands since then and the drastic 
reduction in size of Dove Point which provided 
the protected anchorage of the old port.  
The late Mesolithic forests at Meols, drowned 
by rising sea levels are well known.  Ancient 
beetle species (C.3500 b.c.) found under these 
trees are now found only in Windsor Great 
Park.  Evidence for human occupation starts at 
500 b.c.  
Extensive overseas contact is evident in coins 
from Brittany, the Channel Islands, Carthage, 
Armenia and Syria. Meols was in the territory 
of the Cornovii, and a port before the Romans 
arrived. There is evidence of Roman contact 
and possibly collaboration before the formal 
Roman occupation. Exactly what products 
were traded through Meols remains unclear 
but some very coarse pottery (VCP) found at 
Irby nearby suggests salt as one possibility at 
least.  
How the port functioned is unclear but cargo 
transhipment onto riverine transport to inland 
destinations is possible. How it later 
maintained its role against Chester is 
undocumented but military garrison finds of the 
late fourth century attest to its significance. 
Small in size with perhaps one hundred 
families, Meols was visited by Anglo Saxons, 
Vikings, and later mediaeval travellers and 
traders with seals to use and lose.  As a point 
of military embarkation it attracted large 
temporary populations with consequent peaks 
in find types. 
Much remains unknown and more will be 
learned as new finds are revealed. 
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After a lengthy session of questions the 
chairman thanked Rob for a remarkably 
interesting lecture.  
 
LECTUREðROMANS IN NORTH EAST 
WALESð6 JULY 2011ðRAY BAILEYð
ARTICLE BY BEV WEBBER. 
  

 
Ray Bailey 

Rayôs personal exploration and research into 
the Romans in North East Wales began three 
years ago. However, in 2005, he had begun 
looking into various methods for discovering 
Roman roads in the area. To further this Ray 
was determined to find out as much as 
possible that was already known. From a quite 
extensive investigation into 
maps/archives/publications/archaeological 
reports and lateral thinking, the overall 
evidence seemed very fragmentary. The 
accepted and received conclusions firstly 
needed re- evaluating from secondary sources.  
Ray set about going back to first principles, 
looking at old maps, reading travelogues, 
walking the landscape, observing the 
topography and making notes and seeking out 
problems that required a solution. Not easy, 
but painstaking research was absolutely 
necessary if any new light could be shed on 
the Roman period in this area. Hitherto it had 
been assumed that there was very little Roman 
activity beyond working the minerals from the 
area and building forts to pacify the 
Decaeangli. Recently, archaeological activity 
has discovered a new villa site near 
Aberystwyth and a probable civil settlement on 
Anglesey. Aerial archaeology has illuminated a 
number of Roman forts, not visible on the 
ground.  
A 1930ôs guidebook to Prestatyn, mentions a 
Roman sanatorium between Gronant and 
Prestatyn. Most probably if this does indeed 
exist, it lays buried beneath the sand dunes. 
Ray put forward an interesting premise 
regarding the changes in sea level. In AD47 
the sea would have been between 12-14 feet 

lower than today. By 410AD it would have 
risen by 3-4 feet. Making the crossing to 
Anglesey would therefore have been much 
easier shortly after the Roman invasion. The 
remains of tree stumps are visible at low tide 
off Rhyl and other places along the coast. Peat 
deposits out at sea are in evidence where the 
wind farm off Abergele has been erected. Our 
coastline in the early years would have been 
quite different from today, and in fact, all 
around the coast, there has been a loss of 40 
square miles since the Romans came. How 
many settlements and structures have been 
inundated by the sea over the centuries?  
Ray posed a number of questions that have no 
real answers as yet. Why were there two 
attempts to quell the druids on Anglesey, firstly 
in 47AD and again in 61AD? An anchorage 
dating before AD60 can be interpreted as a 
trading link before the actual conquest. 
Inscribed lead ñpigsò found at Carmel and 
another discovered in Hampshire which came 
from the Mendips, shed light on well developed 
mining methods and transportation.  
A number of known Roman settlements from 
North East Wales were noted by Ray: 
Prestatyn, Rhuddlan, Ruthin, Oakenholt and 
Basingwerke. In Thomas PennantôsòHistory of 
Whitford and Holywellò from the late 1700ôs, 
the author tells of a hypocaust which now, 
most probably, lies beneath the copper 
smelting mill at Greenfield. During restoration 
work at Basingwerke Abbey in 1946, crushed 
and fragmented Roman hypocaust tiles had 
been reused in the mortar mixture. 
Geophysical survey results and aerial 
photography have exposed ñnewò Roman 
settlements at Caerleon, Abermagwr 
(Ceredigion), Porthmadog and Tai Cochion at 
Brynsiencyn on Anglesey.  Another intriguing 
discovery is of sixty long buildings alongside a 
Roman road that leads from Anglesey towards 
the sea and Caernarfon across the strait. Is 
this evidence of a route used when the coast 
line was more exposed? Also it is surmised 
that there had been upward of 20,000 
inhabitants involved in mining lead, silver and 
coal near the River Dee. Harbours and road 
communication were essential for the 
transportation of goods to the wider 
countryside. The Waddeloves were 
instrumental in exploring traces of old Roman 
routes. Remains of some of these in North 
Wales can be seen, but are by no means 
continuous, and other work needs to be done 
to verify these findings. The use of ñGoogle 
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Earthò as a resource has revolutionised and 
opened up the facility for its use at home. 
However, the armchair archaeologist can be in 
danger of becoming carried away with too 
much imagination in interpreting the marks 
seen from above.  
Finally, Ray put forward the question of the site 
of Varis, the Roman fort that should be betwixt 
Deva (Chester) and Caerhun in the Conwy 
Valley. St Asaph is a very likely candidate 
being mid way between the two, as well as 
being strategically placed to guard the crossing 
of the Rivers Elwy and Clwyd.  
A thought provoking evening and most 
enjoyably executed! 
 
FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGYðOPEN 
DAYðYSCEIFIOGð31 JULY 2011ð
ARTICLE BY  MARIA  BLAGOJEVIC, 
SOCIETYôS SECRETARY. 
 
The Society participated in the Council for 
British Archaeologyôs Festival by organizing an 
Open Day at Tan y Llan.  Marquees and 
gazebos were erected and displays of finds 
and photographs artistically displayed. We had 
over 80 visitors who were interested to see the 
progress of our archaeological site.  

 
Tan y Llan  © Maria Blagojevic 
Graham Cragg hosted tours of the Dig, ably 
assisted  by other Society Members.  Wendy 
Grey Lloyd, Wendyôs granddaughter Laura  
and Pat Musk entered into the spirit of the 
occasion as Tudor serving wenches, 
dispensing home made food and drinks 
donated by our members. Visitors came from 
as far away as Stoke onTrent, Dolgellau, 
Dolwyddelan and everywhere else from the 
immediate locality.  

 
Site Tour © Maria Blagojevic 

 
Sid Edwards kept the youngsters amused with 

 
Pocket watch find  © Maria Blagojevic 

metal detecting and were delighted with a find 
of a pocket watch by one of our young visitors;  
 
Sarah Pevely and William Evers Swindell, both 
dressed in Roman garb brought a selection of 
replica artefacts for people to see and helped 
visitors to identify artefacts that they had 
brought to the Open Day.   
 
Howard Green attracted attention with his flint 
knapping and Pam with her nettle products, a 
recently acquired skill and Andrew and Sue 
Thomas gave demonstrations and hands on 
instruction to visitors in the art of ódiviningô.  
Hilary Cordwell and Joyce from the ñTudor 
Lace Makersò put on a  demonstration of 
bobbin lace making.  Hazel Formby enchanted 
people with her beautiful outfit of Katheryn of 
Berain.  
 
Thanks should go to all those SAAS members 
who contributed in their different ways to 
making the day such a success. 

 
Team SAAS © Maria Blagojevic 

 
FIELD TRIP TO NANT PASCAN ï SUNDAY 
14 AUGUST 2011 ï LEAD BY RHIAN PARRY 
ð  ARTICLE  BY MARIA BLAGOJEVIC 
 
On a bright Sunday morning a group of 7 
Society Members met with Rhian Parry to 
undertake Part 2 of the Bronze Age track walk 
above Llandecwyn and Trawsfynydd.   
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The first part of the trip consisted of a short 
visit to Caerwych, a house built  around 1700 
but its name was recorded in the 1420 Extent 
of Merioneth,.  The house is typical of a 
yeomanôs home, a substantial building 
intended to last.  The original family were 
respected óbonheddwyrô or gentlemen.  On the 
outside of the house is a sketch of a ship 
called The Blodwen and it was known that 
often owners of such houses would invest their 
money in ships which were built or sailed out of 
Porthmadog, .  Rhian related a story told her 
as a child by Mr J F Owen of Chester who had 
in fact been a young sailor on board that 
particular ship. 

 
The Blodwen © Maria Blagojevic 

Further on up the valley we stopped at another 
interesting house called Hendre Cerrig, an 
abandoned farmhouse.  Here the group 
discussed the stream which Edward Llwyd in 
his travels had described as beginning under 
Moel Dinas and changes its name as it goes 
down the valley ï taking on the names of the 
farmsteads that it passes.  Rhian explained 
that the stream had a number of names 
Including, Afon Aberdeunant, Afon Caerwych,, 
Afon Gwastad Annes, Afon y Garth byr and 
Afon Dolorcan before becoming Afon Rhosigor 
and Afon y Glyn as it enters the estuary.    
Nearby we were shown the ruins of a wheel 
house and a track leading to a now abandoned 
gold mine.  The wheelhouse was built in the 
19th century by a Frenchman, presumably in 
parallel with processing from the gold, copper 
and lead mines in the area, as the area we 
were visiting sits on the edge of the Harlech 
Dome which is known for its mineral wealth.  
An old story relates how the Frenchman ran off 
with a local lady and the local people took 
down the wheel and it was never used ï truth 
or reality?  

 
The Wheelhouse © Maria Blagojevic 

Further on we came to the ruins of Talrhos, a 
cottage probably built in the 1700s.  This was 
the traditional ótyddyn (homestead) surrounded 
by 4 erw (erw = quarter of an acre).  Rhian had 
discovered in the Vestry Records that the 
family had been provided with shoes for the 
children (7 or 8 of them), which indicated a 
poor family.  This was quite an emotional 
experience as one could only imagine how 
difficult it was in those days. The cottage sat 
on the main route from Cwm Moch and would 
have been a busy through route for travellers 
and drovers, to Harlech. 
Upwards and onwards and we come to Nant 
Pascan Fawr, built in 1530 and Nant Pascan 
Bach.  Nant Pascan Fawr has a small 
enclosure, which had been recorded as óardd 
lasô which meant a green garden for herbs or 
vegetables, perhaps originally for early 
travellers.  The house was surrounded by 
small enclosures and perhaps would have 
accommodated cattle and early travellers or 
drovers, walking along the Bronze Age track to 
Harlech.  

 
Nant Pascan Fawr © Maria Blagojevic  
The group then picked their way up the 
mountain, walking part of the way on the 
Bronze Age track and part of the way trying to 
avoid the very wet marshy areas.  We stopped 
and looked behind us over to Portmeirion, the 
estuary and the sea.  Some stunning views. 
We then reached Cwm Moch passing more 
ruined buildings.  One could imagine how busy 
this area has been in time gone past but how 
bleak it would be in the winter months. 
Cwm Moch is a fascinating area, with a 
number of British homesteads used in Roman 
times.  The group went to see a particularly 
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well preserved one which acted as a óhalf way 
houseô for travellers who would stop off for  
rest  Some time ago a óhoard of travellersô 
Bronze Age weaponsô had been found in the 
area. 
 
 
 

 
One of the stone homesteads  © Maria Blagojevic 
Some of the group went further up into the 
valley to investigate an ancient well, which had 
recently been re-discovered by Rhian following 
a conversation with a local shepherd.  The 
wellôs name had been lost but a document in 
the National Library of Wales recorded the 
name óFynnon Bywydô.  The track goes over 
Cwm Moch to Bryn Cader Faner and then 
onwards to Bala and over the Berwyn hills 
down southwards to Salisbury Plain. 

 
The well called óFfynnon Bywydô (The well of life) É  Rhian 

Parry   
After inspecting the ruins of the homestead we 
ventured further down to the little stream with 
its very unusual bridge.  Here we stopped 
awhile in the sunshine, taking in the 
atmosphere and imagining how it would have 
been so very long ago. 

 
Bridge at Cwm Moch © Maria Blagojevic 

Shortly afterwards a gentle drizzling of rain 
came up the valley and so it was decided to 
make our way down the hill. 
As we dropped down to the valley we stopped 
at Nant Pascan Bach and spoke to the owner 
and were shown into the cottage and its 
nearby barn (or could it be the original 
house?), a lovely end to the day. 
Thanks were given to Rhian not only for 
leading the group but also for sharing her vast 
knowledge of the area.  A fascinating day. 
  
 
SAAS FIELD VISIT TO LLYN BRENIG ï 20 
AUGUST 2011 ï ARTICLE BY MARIA 
BLAGOJEVIC, SOCIETYôS SECRETARY 
 
Four Members visited the Archaeological Trail 
around Llyn Brenig on a bright August day.  
The trail, known as óA Walk Through Timeô, 
consists of a walk along the shore of Llyn 
Brenig starting at Gors Maen Llwyd (Bog of the 
Grey Stone).  This is now a nature reserve 
which is managed by North Wales Wildlife 
Trust.  The site gets its name from a grey 
stone or óMaen Llwydô in the north east corner 
of the reserve.  It is one of many stones carried 
to the area by a great ice sheet and left behind 
as the ice retreated some 14,000 years ago.  
At 270 hectares, the site is one of the largest 
nature reserves managed by the Trust and is a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

 
Gors Maen Llwyd © Maria Blagojevic 

 
Bronze Age man inhabited this area 4000 
years ago.  There are a number of burial sites 
including Boncyn Arian and the Ring Cairn 
situated on the shores of the lake, together 
with three or even more on the opposite side of 
the shore.  The tumuli occupy prominent 
places on the hillside. 
 
Llyn Brenig had been first planned at the 
beginning of the 20th century, finally being 
constructed between 1973-1976.  The lake is 
used, together with Llyn Tegid and Llyn Celyn 
to regulate the River Dee in maintaining its 
level and supporting abstractions further 
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downstream, making the river a natural pipe 
line. 
 
The site has been sensitively excavated over 
the years with 50 sites being looked at.  At 
least 14 of the sites have added considerable 
detail to our knowledge of early man at Llyn 
Brenig.  Many of the sites have been restored 
by Welsh Water, which was responsible for 
building the dam.   
 
The group started at Boncyn Arian, loosely 
translated as óMound of Silver or Moneyô, 
which was the most complex of the barrows in 
the cemetery.  Walking onwards we came to 
the Ring Cairn. This site had been totally 
excavated in the 1970s, with some human 
burials found.  It was probably a ceremonial 
monument in use throughout the 400 year 
history of the cemetery.   Between the two 
cairns and nearer the road was the Mesolithic 
Huntersô Camp, now marked with a stone.  
This occurred over 7,500 years ago and the 
hunters left flint flakes and charcoal from their 
fires. 

 
Ring Cairn © Maria Blagojevic 

 
The trail follows the shoreline to the Hafotai 
settlement, dated around the 16th century.   
Known as Hafotty Sion Llwyd, this would have 
been used initially as a summer shelter.  It was 
rebuilt in 1881 using stone from the medieval 
farmstead of Hen Dinbych which was nearby.  
The two storey building has two extensions, 
one of which houses an oven.  The window 
lintel to the main house has a date stone of 
1881 and it is likely that the property formed 
part of the Nannerch Hall Estate, but the name 
suggested an earlier origin. Surrounding the 
building are a series of fields defined by stone 
and earthwork banks. 

 
Hafotty Sion Llwyd © Maria Blagojevic 

 
The path winds up the mountain to the Kerb 
Cairn which stands near the Aber Llech Daniel, 
a tributary of the Afon Brenig.  The edge is 
marked by unusually large flat boulders 
(probably gritstone) with the centre filled with 
smaller stones.  Some cremated remains have 
been found.  Nearby a ring of postholes and 
traces of a hearth have been found and there 
is again a suggestion that perhaps the barrows 
were often sited on abandoned settlements.  
Further down the valley there is a very large 
stone, known as Maen Cleddau (the Sword 
Stone), but this is likely to be a glacial erratic.  
The legend was that it was sliced off by a 
giantôs sword. 

 
Kerb cairn © Maria Blagojevic 

 
Further up the hill is the site of the medieval  
farmstead known as Hen Ddinbych.  The 
farmstead which is situated in the valley of the 
Afon Llech Daniel is a sub rectangular 
farmstead surrounded with banks and ditches.  
It is likely that this would have housed an 
extended family and some extra farm hands, 
and most probably would have been a self 
sufficient mixed farm, possibly dating to the 
13th or early 14th century.  In the southern half 
of the site there are the remains of a long 
house, and a suggestion has been made that it 
could be a Roman settlement.  Whilst the site 
is remote now, numerous references to ancient 
roads passing nearby suggest a busy 
intersection ï could it have been the local 
óhotel or cafeô? 
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Hen Ddinbych © Maria Blagojevic 

 
One of the highlights of the Brenig Trail is the 
Platform Cairn.  This covered the burial of an 
adult and child, whose cremated bones had 
been placed in an urn beneath a large stone in 
the southern part of the cairn. The cairn was 
originally built as a wide ring with an open 
centre, the inner edge marked by small upright 
stones.  This centre was used for another 
cremation burial and in the middle was a large 
post hole, perhaps for something like a may 
pole or totem pole.  Later the centre was filled 
in with stone to produce a low flat platform.  
Finally a small, semi circular cairn  was added 
to the outer edge on the north east.  It covered 
a small pit in which an urn containing only 
charcoal was found.    Again archaeologists 
have found evidence of a settlement 
underneath. 

 
Platform cairn © Maria Blagojevic 

 
From here the group made its way back to the 
car park.  Following the trail markers we 
passed the more recent Hafotai settlement 
dated to around the 16th century.  A number of 
huts were built of local stone and were 
probably thatched with heather and rushes.  A 
number of artefacts had been found including 
knives, spindle whorls and pot sherds.  In one 
part of the site a circle of post holes was found, 
this could have been a prehistoric hut, but its 
exact purpose is unknown. 
 
The field trip ended with the group visiting the 
Brenig Visitor Centre for a welcome cup of tea 
and cake. 
 

 MEMBERS VISIT ï 26 AUGUST 2011 ï 
CAERLEON AND CAERWENT ï ARTICLE 
BY SOCIETYôS SECRETARY 

Towards the end of August, I was lucky 
enough to be able to visit the new 2011 Dig at 
Caerleon to go and see trenches that were 
being opened up by Cardiff University 
Department of Archaeology and Cadw.  The 
previous year excavators had discovered very 
rare Roman armour, which is currently still 
undergoing conservation and analysis. 

Students who were being taught how to use 
geophysics had identified many previously 
unknown Roman buildings.  The surveys in 
Priory Field in the south western corner of the 
fortress had located 8 barracks, 3 large 
granaries and a courtyard warehouse, these 
had been excavated in 2008 and 2010. 

The latest and most exciting discoveries have 
been the identification of a complex of large 
monumental buildings outside the fortress 
between the River Usk and the amphitheatre.  
In 2010 two small test pits, excavated close to 
the River Usk, revealed what is thought to be a 
quayside wall where ships would have docked 
and unloaded their cargoes for the military 
garrison at Caerleon and other forts across 
Wales.  The Usk was tidal at this point and it 
connected Caerleon with the rest of the Roman 
Empire, allowing people, materials and new 
ideas to spread to Britain.  The port uncovered 
is only the second known in Roman Britain and 
sheds new light on Walesô role in Roman 
Britain.  The second port was discovered in 
London but believed to be a commercial port 

.  
Excavation at port © Maria Blagojevic 

rather than a military port. 
At this point in time, the archaeologists, cannot 
be certain when these buildings were built or 
what they were for, but their size and layout 
suggest that they were public buildings that 
could have included markets, administrative 
buildings, bath houses and perhaps temples.  
This suburb of civic buildings looks like it 
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should be at the centre of a town or city, but no 
evidence has been found as yet for the 
presence of a large civilian population living 
around Caerleon.  Many suggestions are 
currently being debated.  

The South Wales Argos newspaper produced 
a reconstruction on how the port might look 
and it is very impressive. 

During my visit, Time Team were there 
recording and we look forward to seeing the 
programme in due course. 

To keep updated visit the Caerleon 2011 Dig 
website which will give more up to date 
information:  
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/share/newsandevents/
news/archaeology/roman-caerleon-summer-
2011.html 

After having a good look around we then went 
to the even more impressive Roman Town of 
Caerwent, where we walked around the walls 
of the Roman Fort. 

 
Caerwent Fort  Walls © Maria Blagojevic 

Caerwent, or Venta Silurum ï óMarket of the 
Siluresô ï was one the largest centre of civilian 
population in Roman Wales.  For more than 
300 years following the Roman Conquest of 
South Wales, Caerwent was the capital of the 
Silures.  It was a busy bustling town complex 
with shops, houses, baths, temples and an 
impressive civic hall and marketplace ï the 
forum basilica.  The ruins of all can still be 
seen.   

The Silures, a powerful, warlike and stubborn 
people, inflicted a crushing defeat on the 
Roman army in AD52.  However, by the mid 
50s the Romans had overrun and controlled 
the area around Caerwent.  Following their 
surrender in AD74/75, the Silures would have 
had no political status or rights, but in due 

course they were granted a form of self 
government.  The Silures seem to have 
received this measure of independence by the 
earlier part of the second century when the 
forum basilica was established as the seat of 
local government. 

The town probably started to decline in the 
later fourth century and although life appears 
to have continued in some form, little is known 
about the early medieval period at Caerwent.  
The Normans built a small castle mound in the 
south east corner of the town but with only a 
small number of cottages and farms within the 
walls, the area returned largely to pasture.   

Numerous excavations have been undertaken 
from 1899 onwards with a plethora of 
wonderful finds and currently the whole site is 
managed by CADW. 

A fascinating town with lots to see and lots to 
ponder on and well worth a visit. 

FIELD TRIP ð 31 AUGUST  2011.ð DAVID 
CHAPMANôS WORKSHOP (ñANCIENT 
ARTSò) AT ROWENðARTICLE BY 
BEVERLEY WEBBER 
 A still, fine evening gave the perfect conditions 
for David Chapman to demonstrate the 
mysteries of copper smelting. As a preamble to 
this, we were invited inside Davidôs studio ï an 
18th century church, near to the village of 
Rowen- for refreshments and an exploration of 
his replica artefacts.  David re-creates 
archaeological finds from all eras for museums 
and for his own use during educational 
workshops. His work as an experimental 
archaeologist is at the ñcutting edgeò of ancient 
technology, by recreating conditions and 
methods that would have been used by people 
in pre-history. The aim is to explore different 
methods to discover how innovation from the 
past would begin and then develop.  
Whilst David was recently involved with new 
excavations at the Great Orme Copper Mine in 
Llandudno a chance discovery was made 
thatcould challenge the received wisdom about 
the earliest known date for iron processing. 
Within a lump of worked bronze, a magnetic 
signal suggested the presence of iron. It is 
thought that the method of using chalco-pyrite 
during the early Bronze Age could have 
produced iron. The earliest known usage of 
iron was by the Hittites around 1,000 BC. 
However, this discovery on the Great Orme, 

http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/share/newsandevents/news/archaeology/roman-caerleon-summer-2011.html
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/share/newsandevents/news/archaeology/roman-caerleon-summer-2011.html
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/share/newsandevents/news/archaeology/roman-caerleon-summer-2011.html
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pushes back the date in Britain by 500 years, 
to around 1,500BC. With this startling 
revelation, David invited us outside to witness 
copper being smelted. 
A smallish crucible was already heating up with 

             
The Crucible 

the aid of electric bellows. Using traditional 
hand worked bellows was deemed too difficult 
and labour intensive for the purposes of this 
evening. Crushed malachite ore was carefully 
poured inside the furnace and charcoal (made 
on site) was fed into the top of the crucible and 
a lid with a small hole was placed on the top. A  
temperature of 1,000° needs to be reached 
before the process can begin. From time to 
time further amounts of charcoal were added 
to the fire.  
Whilst David was waiting for the process to run 
its course, he showed us some of the artefacts 
laid out on a table.                                                                         

Amongst these 
was an 
exquisite, tiny 
cast bronze 
bullôs head. It 
had been 
ñwilledò to him 
by a metal  

David Chapmanôs Exhibits                     detector                                   
friend. David 
thought it was 
probably found 
on Anglesey. A 
replica of a 
Bronze Age 
tulip shaped 
vessel,  

A Bronze Bulls Head 

perforated with holes, seemed to work as a tiny 
ñstoveò, as the slim waist at the top draws the 
flames upwards.    With this design as a 
prototype, David has made a simple metal 
ñstoveò in two sections that can be made for as 
little as $1. The idea is to send them to Third 
World countries where they can be easily 
assembled, and will transform the lives of  

A Simple Stove 

people who, thus far, have been unable to 
cook.   Other items within this cornucopia were 

flint and stone 
tools and cast 
metal objects.  
The signal that 
the smelting 
process has 
been 
successful is 
seeing an ñoilyò 

A Simple Stove                                                
purple flame emanating from the top of the 
crucible. The furnace is carefully emptied and 
the pieces of slag are plunged into water. 
Within the slag can be seen small pieces of 
copper. Once this stage has been reached, the 
resulting slag is crushed again, the fragments 
of copper removed, and the process is 
repeated many times until all the copper is 
recovered.  
It was a very inspiring evening in the company 
of an innovative, imaginative and passionate 
communicator. We all felt very privileged to 
have been there. 

FIELD TRIP ï 2 SEPTEMBER 2011 - 
FFYNNON BEUNO CAVESðARTICLE BY 
MARIA BLAGOJEVIC  

A chance conversation, following a recent visit 
to Moel y Gaer Hillfort at Bodfari, led two 
Society Members to investigate an excavation 
at Ffynnon Beuno Caves near Tremeirchion. 

To give a little bit of background, which 
Members will be aware of - the Vale of Clwyd 
dominates the geography and forms one of the 
most distinctive landscapes of north east 
Wales. On the east, the vale is bounded by the 
edge of the Clwydian Hills which rise steeply to 
about 300m above sea level, their summits 
commanding spectacular prospects of the 
valley floor below. The western side rises more 
gently towards the Denbighshire uplands some 
7km away. The best surviving and most 
complete typical historic part of the vale 
identified here lies mainly south and east of the 
medieval town of Denbigh. 
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Excavations outside the cave © Maria Blagojevic                 

Early man inhabited the twin cave sites at Cae 
Gwyn and Ffynnon Beuno, Tremeirchion, 
where animal bone and human Palaeolithic 
tool-bearing deposits have been found. 
However, the most striking archaeological 
monuments in this landscape are the Iron Age 
hillforts of Foel Fenlli, Moel y Gaer (Llanbedr 
Dyffryn Clwyd), Moel Arthur, Penycloddiau and 
Moel y Gaer (Bodfari) which form part of a 
defensive chain of sites crowning the summits 
of the Clwydian Hills. Even as individual sites, 
(often quite large - Penycloddiau encloses an 
area of some 21ha), they are impressive, but 
together they form a unique group of hillforts in 
Wales that demonstrates the intimate 
relationship in landscape of natural landform 
and human territory. 

Although there has been little modern 
excavation on any of the sites, current 
understanding suggests that each hillfort would 
have been the focal point of a well-defined 
territory extending across the vale beneath, 
and over the uplands to the east, so that each 
fort would have access to the same range of 
natural resources. The upland area of the 
Clwydian Hills is mostly rough grazing, but the 
valley bottom is, by contrast, rich agricultural 
land with enclosures encroaching onto the 
western slopes of the hills. Little is known at 
present of the ordinary settlements associated 
with the hillforts, but presumably they would 
have been densely concentrated along the 
fertile valley bottom, but now buried or 
obliterated by later activity.  

The caves at Ffynnon Beuno are well known 
by Members, with numerous visits being made 
not only to the caves but also to the famous 
well. 

The cave was excavated by Dr Henry Hicks in 
1897. He unearthed the bones of 16 different 
species of animal, including mammoth, woolly 
rhinoceros, hyena, elk, wolf and cave lion. One 
of the flint tools unearthed in the cave was later 
carbon dated to 38,000 B.C. The bones and 

flint tools are now housed in the National 
Museum of Wales in Cardiff and the cave is a 
protected site. 

A mammoth bone dated to 16,000 BC was 
also found. Tools have been dated to around 
36,000 BC, and also between 28 - 26,000 BC. 
One assumes that the cave has been linked as 
a hermitage for the early mediaeval St Beuno 
by the attribution of his name. 

The house dates to around 1560 and was once 
inhabited by H M Stanley, the famous explorer.  
The holy well is said to have been built in the 

6th century.  

Staff from the 
British Museum 
and University                                                                                              
of Manchester 
are currently 
revisiting the 

The Well ©Maria Blagojevic                                       
spoil heaps left by Boyd Dawkins, (who 
famously also dug at Creswell Caves in 
Derbyshire) and have already found some 
fascinating finds including microliths ï tiny 
pieces of flint and a hyena tooth.  Work will 
finish towards the end of the first week of 
September. 

EXCAVATIONS AT TAN Y LLAN 2011 
REPORT BY GRAHAM CRAGG, SITE 
SUPERVISOR. 

Our fifth season has seen a great deal of 
progress and óskill sharpeningô in several 
aspects of archaeology, from excavation 
techniques through to plan drawing, surveying, 
research, conservation and recording. The site 
looks very different compared to the start of the 
season, with new discoveries made and many 
wild theories expounded! 
 
As in previous years, Bev and I have had 
invaluable help and support from Fiona Gale, 
Sarah Peveley and other distinguished visitors. 
As ever, despite the continued ravaging of 
what used to be her garden, Hazel has been 
entirely supportive, looking after us all very well 
and turning óDig Daysô into a social occasion as 
well as an interesting pursuit of the 
unexplainable. 
 
April saw the Covers drawn, to reveal a site 
ready for immediate excavation ï a tribute to 
all those who helped to close it down at the 
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end of last season. This has to be done 
carefully to avoid  damage over the Winter. 
The remainder of the spoil heap from last 
season was sieved out and a ósieve as we goô 
policy adopted for the future, as areas of the 
site have become more individual in character. 
 

John Dod 
uncovered the first 
signs of an earlier 
level of occupation 
in part of the site. 
This was greatly 
extended with the 
help of Clive, Sid 
and Gill to reveal 
an intriguing ócircleô 

What is this?                                                          
of slate & stone   and  a  very deep hole with a 
flat   base of  red  sand.  (purpose  as  yet 
unknown,  but  possibly  a  soak  away) 
This area of the site has been difficult to 
excavate, but well worth the effort and a credit 
to all concerned. 
Finds have included a fragment of green 
glazed clay pipe, 1820-40 (Gill), several types 
of horse shoe, as yet undated (James) and 
part of a press-moulded Buckley pie dish  
(Clive). 
 
Visitors who continue to take an interest in the 
site have included Peter Davey, Christine 
Longworth and Fiona Gale, along with her 
ówork experienceô apprentice from Bryn Hyfryd 
High School. 
The Open Day on 31st July was most enjoyable 
and attracted visitors from far and wide, 
including óprofessionalsô. 
 
James, Clive and Sid excavated near to the old 

house wall, 
discovering 
new flooring 
and 
consolidating 
the level of 
occupation in 
that area. 
Mike is 
working on 

James, Clive and Sid at work.                     an intriguing 
feature containing óburntô stone and possible 
organic matter ï have we found a ópost holeô? 
 
Felicity Davies from Wirral & North Wales Field 
Archaeology has kindly offered the use of 
geophysics equipment, to be employed as 

soon as practically possible on other parts of 
the site. Much progress has been made with 
recording and planning, including surveying the 
new level. 
An updated plan of the site will be included in 
our display at the Oswestry conference on 29th 
October. 
LECTUREð7  SEPTEMBER 2011 ðTHE 
MOSTYNSðSHAUN EVANS. 
 
The following summary of his talk is based on 
notes provided by Shaun Evans. (More 
detailed notes are available on request). His 
PhD researches are based on family records at 
Mostyn Hall and papers in various public 
archives. The Mostyn family is best known 
today for the development of Llandudno. Their 
influence in Flintshire and elsewhere in North 
Wales is relatively unknown.   
The Mostyn family originates from Pengwern in 
the Llangollen area.  By  marriage alliances 
they acquired five large estates across north 
Wales:  Pengwern in Llangollen was joined 
with Mostyn in Flintshire, Trecastell and 
Tregarnedd in Anglesey and Gloddaith near to 
Llandudno.  
Sometime early in the fifteenth century the first 
Mostyn heiress Angharad married Ieuan 
Fychan of Pengwern, unifying their estates. 
Angharadôs ancestors had been based in 
Halkyn.but between 1326 and 1366, her father 
Tudur ab Ithel Fychan acquired much land  
around Whitford  including substantial lands in 
Mostyn. Angharadôs ancestors had supported 
the crown till the revolt of Owain Glyndwr 
whom they supported vehemently. 
The marriage of Angharad to Ieuan Fychan of 
Pengwern added extensive Flintshire 
landholdings to the Pengwern inheritance.  
Gradually the familyôs focus shifted from 
Pengwern in Llangollen to Mostyn making it 
the primary residence of the family for 
centuries.   
Ieuan Fychanôs heir, Hywel, got Gloddaith and 
Tregarnedd  by  marriage  and  eventually the 
Gloddaith  lands  made  the  foundation for the 
Mostyn  familyôs   long-running involvement in 
the Llandudno area.   
Much of the Mostyn family tradition has 
developed around the personage of  Richard 
ap Hywel, grandson of Ieuan Fychan. and his 
staunch support for the Lancastrians in the 
Wars of the Roses. Related to Henry Tudor, 
Richard ap Hywel was well aware of these 
kinship ties.  One story of the Mostyn family is 
that Henry Tudor visited Mostyn hall, escaping 


